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Women

Sixty per cent of all married Ameri-
can women now work and pay into the
Social Security system.

Under the current benefit structure,
most will be entitled to more money as
their husband’s dependents than as
individual wage eamers, according to
Almg W. Smith, a producer at the Uni-
versity of Michigan Television Center.

“Social Security benefils are scaled
to éarnings,” she said, *and women in
gerteral are paid far less than men.
They also spend less time in the work
force, due to interruptions’ for preg-
nancies and family resporsibilities.

“Those years spent at home are
averaged with those on the job, dimin-
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get more as social security dependents’

ishing the earnings base even further.
Thus the majority of working wives
now retired receive their own benefits,
but need a supplementary payment to
bring the total allotment up to the
amount they are entitled to as
dependents.”

These are just afew of the mequmes
explmed in “‘Her Social Security,”
series of four half-hour bmadcesl
tapes just release‘l by the U-M Tele-
vision Center. Directed by Marshall
Franke, they feature commentary by
U-M School of Education Dean Wilbur
J. Cohen, one of the drafters of the
original Social Security legislation and
former U.S. Secretary of Health, Edu-
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cation and Wellare, and Nancy Kehoe,
a special assistant to Cohen and past
administrative official with the Social
Security Administration.

Cohen and Ms. Kehoe point out that
the Social Security system has been
revised many times since it was
enacted in 1935; the original bill pro--
vided benefits for dontributors only—
nothing for spouses and dependems

Currently, a wife receives 50 per
cent of her husbahd’s benefils and a
widow receives 100 per cent. Sotial
Security also pays out large sums each
month to wage éarners who become
disabled and to the children of insured
workers who are deceased.

“At the same time, however, the
Social Secunty system has not
" adapted to the most dramatic social
uhange that has occurred since World
- War lI—the massive influx of married
women into the work force,” Ms.
Smith said.

“By averaging the home years with
the job years in computing the benefit
formula, the system is actualy penal-
izing women for ing their tra-

“and dﬂldren if she should die. It
assures her early retirement benefits
and Medicare coverage if she is older
‘husband. “We're not saying

that it |s a bad pi " Ms. Smith
stress d, ‘‘just that it can be
‘The women who have chosen to
remain| homemakers and have estab-
hshedlp ‘eamings record are the most

ditional roles as wives and mothers.”
There is a positive side of the pic-
ture, she said. Sodial Security repre-

. sents an important form of life insur-
ance for the worki if she

becomes disabled and for her husband
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‘The law provides_ben-
elits for them, based on their hus-
band's earnings, upon the husband's
death or retirement.

“But suppose, in their late 50s, the
couple is divorced? The divorced
housewife loses all rights to depend-
ent’s benefits unless she has been mar-
ried at least 20 years,” Smith

explained.
“The current system fails to recog-

“They were also aware that to even
meet its present commitments, the

Social Security system must obtain
more revenues,” Smith said “Much
attention has been drawn to the
impending ‘bankruptcy’ of the system,
due to the rapidly expanding pool of
retirees.

“The citizens we interviewed recog-
nized that more money must be paid
into the system if women’s benefits
are to be improved, and by and large
they were wiling to make. that
sacrifice.”

“Her Social Security,” already
scheduled for broadcast in New York,
San Francisco and other cities, is
available to television stations, educa-
tional institutions, and all other inter-
ested organizations. .

For further i on all films

nize the real
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made by the housewife. That's why

many - legislators are supporting
ents that would extend Social

Security coverage to housewives.

Save lives,

As the holidays approach, the Red

urges community residents to

give one of the most precious gifts
they can—a pint of blood.

Blood donations often sag during this

period. Red Cross officials said, but

the need for between 900 and 1,000

and tapes available from the U-M,
Television Center, contact Eleanor
Forlenza, U-M Television Center, 400
S. Fourth Street, Ann Arbor 48103.

give blood

southeastern Michigan does not drop
off.

Giving blood is a simple and painless
ure.

To make an appointment to donate,
call the Southeastern Michigan Red

units of blood per day throughout Cross Blood Center at 833-4440.
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