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Performers have fun in Shakeépeare

What happens to them? There's at
least one in every school. You know,
the aspiring stars of stage and screen
whose talent for giddy extroversion
carries them to the lead in the school
play and leadership in the college
drama department.

Possessed of more enthusiasm than
sensitive artistry, they eventually land
in amateur cultural groups. And, as
the cast of the Oakway Symphony

Society's recent production of “A Mid-
summer Night's Dream"" shows, there
is indeed enjoyable creative life after
graduation for drama majors.

It was an ambitious production.
Under the auspices of the Oakway
Symphony's subscription concert
series, the show combined the talents
of the orchestra, a girl's chorus from
Southfield-Lathrup High, the dancers
of the Arts Chamber Ensemble and

the actors of the Will-0-Way Reper-
tory Theatre.

The director of Will-0-Way, Celia
Merrill Turner, narrated the play. Her
actors mimed the action. The dancers
provided scenes of counterpoint, mov-
ing ghostlike behind a gauzy screen.

THE ORCHESTRA played Men-
delssohn’s music for the play behind
the whole composition, with the chorus

kicking in at key dramatic moments.
Most of the participants, at least on
the dramatic side, have seen their
dreams of starhood changed to a ful-
filling hobby. As such, performances
were adequate, though far from New
York's Shubert Theatre.
Shakespeare’s play was originally a
celebration, performed at private
marriage revels, and the spontaneous
texture of such &n event fits well with
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the spirit and efforts of amateur cul-
tural groups. The final effect was an
entertaining multi-media carnival.

‘The play itself concerns the shifting
allegiances of four young lovers,
played out against the meddling of
Obe{;,m and Punch, the king and prince
of the woodland fairies, and punc-
tuated by the famous “play-within-a-
play"” sub-plot of Bottom the weaver
anghis fellows.

The pantomime of those actors por-
lraymg human characters was mostly
wooden. In part this seemed to be due
10 a'curious approach to the concept of
mime, as their parts were narrated
verbatim while they lipsynched on
stage. Deprived of the freedom and
fluidity of movement necessary for
mime, they still couldn't express
themselve verbally.

Review

It was the graceful movement and
blocking of Oberon. the fairy king. and
Puck, his henchman, which cemented 1
the action. oa

Dolores Bolling's Oberon. in a cos-
tumne of striking savagery which was
Helen King's finest in the play, liter-
ally danced her way through the part.
Bonnie Turpin, playing Puck, was
impish, relishing every trick she™
played. Together they struck a vein of "
pure fantasy through the balletiike
interpretation of their roles.

The Oakway Symphony, under theq-
direction of Francesco Di Blasi,
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BOTTOM AND his fellow tradesmen
came off much better. They were

“allowed to speak their parts, and the

performances of their “‘play” was a
highlight, capturing the antic bulfoon-
ery of Shakespeare’s words. Jack
Cortes as Bottom was strong but ten-
ded towrds caricature while Dike
Dwelley in the part of Peter Quince

formed a competent rendition of Men-
delssohn, despite a steadily rising tem- \
perature which caused lenghty re-
tuning sessions between acts.

The dance scenes of the Performing ,,,
Arts Ensemble fit well with the sur-
real set of shimmering cellophane and ..
gauze, but were unfortunately two-
dimensional due to the narrow strip of ,
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DINNER SPECIALS
FRIDAY: KING CRAB LEGS
SATURDAY: T-BONE STEAK
MONDAY: SIRLOIN STEAK, SALAD,

POTATOES $5%)

$795
$725
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BE TEMPTED

H Northfield Hilton Inn

: 5500 Crooks Rd. at I-75
Troy, Michigan 48098
(313) 879-2100

THURS, FRL. SAT. AND SUNDAY
COMPLETE BUFFET DINKER
M.
SHOW STARTS AT 6:30 P.M.
SUNDAY DINNER AT 6:00 P.M.
‘SHOW STARTS AT 7:30 P.M.

only s145

39201 PLYMOUTH ROAD
AT FARMINGTON RD. -

0 PER PERSON|

MIAMI BEACH. FLORIDA 33341

RUSTAX

WATCH

LIVONIA
COME SEE OUR FABULOUS CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS | YRGS FOR
27331 W. FIVE MILE. CORNER OF INKSTER 425.8344 BARGAINS
The 19701 W. 12 MILE RD.
- {ust East of Evergreen)
Sussex Houge “w

DINNER SPECIALS

Prime Rib
White Fish .

New York Steak ..

Shnsh K bob .

MON. TUES. & WED.

THURS. FAL & SAT,

.85.
[DINNER INCLUDES TOSSED SALAD, VEG or FOYATO BEVERAGE

HAPPY HOUR 4-7 p.m.

Mon-Fri
BANQUET FACILITIES AVAILABLE

BEVERAGE,
Entertainment Fri & Sat

Dinner at
Eden Glen
more than a
meal. Expe-
rience one of

our specialty
dishes tor the
sheer entertain-
ment ol eating.
A rare Beef
Wellington, and
asalad bar

2083 Wast By Beaver Road Between Crooks and Coolidge 6449 1880
Amencan Bxpressather major Credint ¢ s honored

that’s not just a
garden variety
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presented a more subtle picture. stage they had to work in.

IVARO'S RESTAURANT:

1MUROAD ST BEST OF CHOOKS:

ZOMERSET
DINNER THEATRE
& DINNER THEATRE

AIFRED/ e
presents "
the Comedy )

“THE MARRIAGE-

GO-ROUND" OB T 7Y S8 00
Starring Detroit’s | TR
PAUL WINTER % THURS. at 7 & SUR. at 6

A

A Pierre Turgeon and

Jimmy Launce Production Curtain Following
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Classified Ads
Birmingham 644-1070 ® Rochester 8523222
Livonia 522-0900

SOMERSET MALL
Big Beaver & Coolidge

Truz Mlchlian

Rinasley Inn

HOTEL
Would like the pleasure of hosting your next banquet
or party. Call us today. Qur experienced staff,
headed by Mr. Frank and Mr. Rino, will personally
oversee all arrangements and details.

Fominmursina:

Woodward and Loug Lake Road
Bloomfield Hills
564-5144

Pearls %
Garden

Serving the finest in
Chinese & American Cuisine

644-1400
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* Luncheons ® Dinners ® Carry Out Orders
Chinatown Style Welcomed
Open 7 doys.a week
Mnn.num 11 a.m.-10 p.m.; Fri. 11 a.m.-11 p.m.
. 12-11 p.m.; Sun. 12-10 p.m.

essaneafbhamence: convacssvaal

We're six and we"

your guests.

youlike), Choice Prime Ri

ort
2and hostesses have had the privnege ol serving you. We're saying
“thanks” by preparing a special Prime Rib birthday dinner for you and

‘The birthday special includes your selection of two cacktails, fresh
hot Bodega bread, crisp salad with plenty of tomatoes (fix as much as

hosts

potof

fresh brewed coffee. It's our birthday present to you for just 8. a5
It's agreat way to celebrate a birthday. ..without getting any older.

{Offer valid through December 21,1977) ) *
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Wrap up ’77in style.

(Just $99 per couple.)
Start the New Year with a sensational send-off. With
all the other fun people who'll be joining us for our big
New Year’s Eve celebration. » Unlimited open bar (with
champagne, of course) from 8 until 2 a.m. « Succulent
Prime Rib of Beef dinner with all the trimmings.
« Dancing to the wee hours. « Midnight favors and
noisemakers. « 2 a.m. breakfast
buffet. All this festivity for
just $99 per couple. Don’t
go home. For just another
$30, making the complete
price $129 per couple, we'll
add a luxurious room for the
night. A split of champagne
and fresh flowers to welcome
you and a Continental
breakfast and Bloody Mary's
* the morning after. For reser-
vations, call 569-4700
(ext. 139) between 9a.m.
and 5 p.m. Monday
through Frida; .
Advanoe payment
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