Great Lakes shipping

Beating the freeze could be an
economic breakthrough for state

By TIM RICHARD

Great Lakes shipping could operate
all year long if the United States gov-
ernment would buy three new icebrea-
kers from friendly Finland. said the
former American ambassador to that
narthern Baltic Sea nation.

Mark Austad, who served in Helsinki
from 1975-77. said congressmen, busi-
nessmen and the general public on
~America’s fourth coast™ fail to real-
ize what the closing of Great Lakes
shipping three months of the year is
costing them.

“The Army Corps of Engineers tells
me 60,000 direct jobs go down when
the lakes are closed up,” Austad told
the Detroit Economic Club this week.
~That means $2 million loss a day in
direct wages. $10 million a week, plus
$6 million in unemployment com-
pensation.**

BILLS TO purchase ice-breaking
ships are in both the senate and house
appropriations committees in Wash-
ington, he said.

Declaring he has no monetary inter-
est in such a purpose, Austad said the
U.S. Coast Guard is “a major stum-
bling block. They've had nine years
and haven't come up with tan Ameri-
can-made) ice-breaker.

““Lockheed tried—and it was a com-
edy of errors.

“We don't need 100 ice-breakers. It
u;wuld be foolish to tool up to build
them.™

Austad put the cost at $50 million to

ntion where ice-breaking ships
would be purchased, Austad said War-
tsila Co. of Finland is the best in the

world and is selling ships to all major
seafaring nations.

“THE PEOPLE of the Great Lakes
haven't spoken up yel," he said. *1
don't think they ever realized they
could keep open their lakes.

*If they open the lakes, there will be
a resurgence of barge building. Sen.
William Proxmire (D-Wis.) told me,
“You don't close down the lakes l‘oﬁ
three months: you close it down al
year. A shipper needs dependability.’

“Neither coast (Atlantic or Pacific)
is excited about this. You're com-
petition for them. The railroad and
trucking lines aren't excited. It's com-
petition for them.™

Austad said Montana coal could be
hrouﬁhl in more easily by lake
freighter, and grain and oil could be
shipped all year. Without open ports,
industries such as steel and the utili-
ties must engage in costly stock-piling

22000 horsepower engines and be
capable of cutting through ice 60 feet
thick.

“A LABOR of love™ was how he
described his feelings about helping
Finland.

The tiny nation resisted ‘‘tre-
mendous pressure”” to buy commercial
airplanes from the Soviet Union and
instead purchased DC pianes from
American manufacturers.

*“I kinda think we owe them one," he
said. “She doesn’t squeak. If you know
the Finns—and in Michigan you do—
they're a shy people.

“We can't help them militarily or
politically, but we can help them eco-
nomically,” he said, recalling that
Finland faces constant problems with
the Russians and is the only country to
repay its World War I debt to the U.S.
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In the spirit of the season,
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