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Mark Hyer (left) and Jeff Anderson talk about their work as Mor-
mon missionaries during the coming Christmas holidays. (Staff pheto

Mission conversion their task

By SUSAN TAUBER KLEIN

While many people book airplane
flights, buy train tickets and fill up
their cars with gasoline so they can be
home for the holidays, many young
men in Oakland County can’t go home.

These men are missionaries for the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day
Saints.Dedicating two years of their
lives to being away from their families
and spending their days in whatever
cities the church sends them, they con-
centrate on teaching the basics of the
Mormon church.

Mark Hyer, 20, and Jeff Anderson,
19, are missionaries in Rochester.
Hyer is from Anampa, ldaho; Ander-
son from Lehi, Utah. Hyer has been a
missionary for more than 1%years.
Anderson has nearly a year's expe-
rience.

Six days a week the pair walks the
streets of northern Oakland County.
going door-to-door to tell people about
their church and its ideologies.

“It's our basic responsibility to
share the gospel with people and bring
about their conversions,”” said Hyer.
“Many of our doctrines are new to
people. We believe the Lord has called
a prophet on the earth today, which is
the main difference between our
church and others. He's a living
prophet who receives revelations from
the Lord just as the ancient ptophets
did. We also believe in Jesus Christ as
the son of God. We worship him, not
the prophet, Spencer W. Kimball, as

THE TWO young men travel
together, as do all Mormon mis-
sionaries, and live together in an
apartment in downtown Rochester.
They're responsible for their own
meals, housekeeping , laundry and
financial support.

“We eat good," said Anderson. ““We
do go out to local restaurants occasion-
ally.”

Most of the time Hyer and Anderson
are on their feet, wearing suits, ties,
and badges identifying them as repre-
sentatives of the church, and devoting
70 hours a week to visiting households.

“We like sharing family ideas,”
Hyer said. *This is a program for fam-
ilies that helps to strengthen the fam-

ly as a unit. It teaches how to
strengthen love.”

“People have been somewhat
responsive to us,” said Anderson, who
came to Oakland County from East
Lansing just a few weeks ago. Hyer
came from Grand Rapids.

Each has his reasons for being a
missionary.

“T've grown p in the church all my
life,”" said Anderson. “It's probably
been the most desirous thing I've
wanted to do. When I'm done, I hope
to get into oil or computers.” He will
also resume his interest in sports, and
is able to continue with his photogra-
phy.

Hyer became a missionary because
it is a growing experience I can't get
anywhere else. I thought if there ever
would be an opportunity, it would be
now.”

HIS INTEREST grew when he heard
the church’s prophet, Kimball, address
a group of young men. Kimball told
them each should go on a mission to
serve the Lord.

Hyer enjoys hunting, basketball and
music. He plans on becoming an indus-
trial mechanic.

Although both men are on duty 24
bhours a day, they do have a prepara-
tion day each week to do whatever
they want within limits.

“We catch a movie, play golf or
tennis,” said Hyer. As Mormons they

get up at 5 am. to do two. hours of =

individual study. At 7 a.m. they study
together By 9:30 a.m. they are out of
their home.

On Sundays they attend the Churchi' "
of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints1h 7

Waterford Township. Although they*™

don't participate in giving the serve~:*

ices, they do show the church to peop{"
who are interested.

Neither Hyer nor Anderson recei
any special instructions to be mi:
sionaries. Although they spent fiv

days at the church in Salt Lake City, *
Utah, they said most of what they

don’t smoke, or drink caffeine and
alcohol.

. come from
During their official work days, they

know
ining. "

Julotta set for Swedish on Christmas

its kind in the metropol-
itan area.

The Rev. Constantine
Trued, pastor of Imma-
nuel will officiate at the
56th anniversary of this
traditional candle-light
service. The serivee will
be given in Swedish and
also will feature Swedish

Immanuel Lutheran
Church, Chandler Park
Drive and Dickerson
Avenue, will celebrate
Christmas with a
“Julotta,” Swedish for
early morning Christmas
service, 7 a.m., Dec. 25.

gregation.
‘The public is invited to

will be followed by cof-

It is the only service of fee and refreshments.

Meadow Brook holiday hours

Jan. 8, when the 100-room mansion on
the campus of Oakland Umversx(y
Rochester, will again be open 14 p.m.™

Meadow Brook Hall will be closed
Sunday, Dec. 25, and Sunday, Jan. 1.

chorus will lead the cofrems

“‘on-thespot

worship in the Swedidt I
Tradition. The servieer ~*

by Ed Bas) many people believe." Regular tours will resume Sunday, ~every Sunday.
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TMAKE YOUR CHRISTMAS
MOKRE MEANINGFUL

GO TO CHURCH.

2.

Rev. Wm. E. Frayer, Associate g'{‘;‘"c‘;;,sn:“ EUCHARIST I 3325 Middlebelt Ad. (N. of Long Lk. Road) FE 8-3505
Rev. James F. Thomas, Christian Ed. IST 3 Racior Jetfrey Meadowcroft -
_ 10 AM. CHRISTMAS EUCHARI | Ghrismas Eve Services
Mr. Al Campbell, Director of Youth New Years Day q £30°E M. Holy Eucharist M
Mr. Melvin Rookus, Director of Music {Holy Name\ UILAN 5:30 P.M. Children’s Service Christmas Da; -
Christmas Eve Service 10 AM. Holy Eucharist 11:00 P.M. Festival Eucharist 10 AM. Holy Eucharist




