Was child killer spotted?

By MARY CONNELLY-SZCZESNY

“We feel this might be the break
we've been looking for,” said Mich-
igan State Police Lt Robert Rob-
ertson, head of the police task force
investigating the Oakland County child
murders.

The cause of Robertson's guarded
optimism Monday was the appearance
of a witness who said that twice on the
day Timothy King was abducted she
saw a man in the murdered young-
ster’s Birmingham neighborhood who
looked like the murder suspect. She
also said the man had a blue Grem-
lin—the same make and color car
seem near the unidentified suspect
who was seen with Timothy shortly
before he disappeared.

It was the first public acknowledg-
ement by police in months of a new
development in the King murder and
those of three other Oakland County
youngsters during the past two years.

As a resuit of the wilness's state-
ments, police were able to release a
new—and they believe more accu-
rate—composite drawing of the man
they are seeking.

The woman, who police will only
identify as a Birmingham area resi-
dent. told investigators she saw the
man. near noon on March 16, parked
on a side street near Adams School,
where Timothy was a six-grader. She
said she also saw the man at roughly 4
p.m. in the parking lot of a shopping
center at Maple and Hunter, Birming-
ham. about four blocks from Tim-
othy’s home. It was from the parking
lot. police theorize, that the boy was
abducted at 8:30 p.m. The 1l-year-old
youngster was found murdered March
2 in Livonia.

“We feel comfortable with the

Oakland County Task Force has
released a new composite drawing
of the person they suspect is
responsible for the deaths of four
children in the area.

talking to a boy in the Chatham park-
ing lot about 8-8:30 p.m. the evening
Timmy disappeared.

The latest witness did not see the
man talking to a boy, Robertson said.

“Now we feel comfortable there is a
blue Gremlin or blue car involved,”
Robertson said, adding police cannot
rule out the possibility the car might
be another model.

“We will be contacting citizens who
own Gremlins in Oakland County,” he
added.

THERE ARE more than 8,000 blue
Gremlins in Michigan, according to
police. Investigators have cleared
more than 2,600, Robertson said.

Robertson said the latest witness's

{new) said
when the drawing was released.

INFORMATION FROM the latest
witness has spurred police to intensify
efforts to trace owners of blue Grem-
lins.

The new witness said the man she
saw was parked in a blue Gremlin
near Adams School and was seen later
leaning on a blue Rremlin in the shop-
ping center parking lot.

‘The information on the blue Gremlin
coincides with that of an earlier police
witness who told investigators that a
man near a blue Gremlin was seen

has mot caused police to
theorize that the murdered children
were followed.

“If you're suggesting he stalks his
victims, I don’t think that happens,”
Robertson said in reply to a reporter's
question. “What's he was doing there
(at the school), I don’t know.”

Police would not name the street
where the witness saw the man in the
car. Robertson said neither the school
nor the playground would have been
visible to the man.

The latest witness reported the man
was wearing a T-shit. The earlier
police witness who saw a man talking

to a youth about 8:30 p.m. March 16
reported the man was wearing a shirt.
and tie.

Robertson said because of the time
difference between the citings “it
would be likely he could put a tie on in
the evening at not at noon.”

POLICE SAID they located and
interviewed the latest witness Nov. 11.
The new composite sketch was drawn
last week and shown to area police
chiefs.

The latest witness had contacted
police after release of the first com-
posite drawing of the suspect last
spring, Robertson said

“She came forward only to verify
the fact that the composite was an
accurate likeness,” he said, *‘She did
not identify hersell.”

He added that the woman felt police
had all the information she knew.

Robertson said police located the
woman Nov. 11 “through an undis-
closed investigative technique.” -

Police refused camment on whether
hypnosis was used to aid the witness in
recalling information for the new
composite.

“THE BASIC descriptions do not
vary from the first witness to the lat-
est,” Robertson said. *The other wit-
nesses felt comfortable with the com-
posite.”

“We may very well be able to iden-
tify the person with this one,” he
added. "It looks more like a person.
It's something you can relate to."

Police continue to look for a white
male, 25 to 30 years old, with dark
piercing eyes. He is believed to be 5'8"
t0 5" 10" and weigh 150 to 170 pounds.

So far, 13,200 tips have been
received by the homicide task force
which includes police from the state
police, Oakland County Sheriff's
Deparment and several Oakland sub-
urban departments.

Seventy-five hundred tips have
been cleared. Robertson said.

FEDERAL AND state funding of the
task force is expiring this month but
local monies have been pledged to con-
tinue the investigation

The task force telephone number is
644-0400.
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