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LONéLY BUILDING WITH A HISTORY — This
118-year-old building has seen lots of Livonia’s
past but currently is opened only once a month

Old Quaker Acres Waits

One of the oldest bulldings in
Livonfa, histortc Quaker Acres,
stands today 2s an unfilled mus-
eum and an unfulfilled dream,

The 1846 structure, first a
church, then a home and now &
municipal building, {5 on the
north side of Seven Mfle between
Farmington Road and Gill,

Once a month it 15 the site of
a meeting of the Livonia Hist-
orical Soclety,

Members of that group have
brought a few items of historic
interest to the seasoned build-
ing. They'd like to add many
mare, and their real dream isto
make it a museum that local
school  children-- and their
parents - -coud visit to learn
of life in these purts in earlier

days,
But there are problems,
S

“WE IN THE HISTORICAL
SOCIETY couldn’t undertaketo
operate a museum without out-
side help,” said Mrs. Gladys
Ryder, charter member, past
president and active participant

|

In socisty doings, “Werre fust
not big enough,” :

“There’s detinitely an nsur-
ance problem,” said Mrs,
Marfe Spanish, head of the Liv-
onla historfcal commission and
socletymember, *‘Away from
the bustness district, abullding
Iike this is suscepiible to fire
loss,””

PR

MAYOR HARVEY MOELKE
has expressed his personal hope
that “wewlll be abie to preserve
a bullding 1ke Quaker Acres,”

““At the present time there
are many other pressing mat-
ters before the city,” he said,
“tout I have volced my support of
 bill bafore the Michigan Log-
islature that would enabie cittes
to set up Historic Zoaing Dis-
tricts to prevent destruction of
old landmarks until they can
make purchases and restor-
ations,

. “Too few buildings are left
to remind us of our heritage,”
e e

' WHATEVER [tseventualusa.,

i
DURING OPEN HOUSE — A community open house at Quaker
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for meetings of the city historical society.

Quaker Acres is a {ineexample
of century-oldfrontier bullding.
R’s fashioned with acenter
ridge pole at the top and hand-
hewn beams attached with
wooden pegs, The of lginal cedar
shingles were put on with square
nails,

Originally this was a meeting
house bult for the local Soclety
of Friends, better known s the
Quakers,

The twin ltving rooms across
the front of the house show that
uso, Mrs, Spanlsh pointed out,
Among’ the Quakers in those
times, both men and womeri went
to meeting, but worshiped tn
separate rooms.

In 1860 the Friends sold the
bulldig, and durtag the next
hindred years miany famillles
mads their home there,

MR, AND MRS, LLOYD
GULLEN purchased it fn 1844
and began 2 restoration pro-
gram. :

Bricks from the old chdmneys
were used for fireplaces in the

Acres six years ago brought lots of visitors. Some of the Livonia Histori-
cal Society members who greeted them in'old-fashioned dress were,
seated from left, Mary Ellsworth, Mrs. Nancy Curtner and Mrs. Ruth Wal-
bura. Standing, from left, were Mrs. Gladys Ryder, Mrs. Isabell Dubper-
nill and Mrs. Cora Ellsworth.

New Series
On Babies Set

The Wayne County Depart.
ment of Health will begin & new
serles of classes for expectant
parents at 7:30 p.m, Thursday,
Juy 10, fn the Wayna County
Health Center.

The classes will meet for

ght consecutive Thursdays,

will be conducted by &
/memjer of the Public Health
sing Division staff,

(Observer photo)

FOr Some Livonia History

two old living rooms, Twoof
the orfginal church pillars be-
came lamp posts In the yard,
A shed strocture at the side of
the bullding, one of several
barns oo the acre of land, was
given a new foundation,

A sagging front porch was
braced, The roof got new
shinglos,
added 60 Mrs, Gullen, anartist,
could palnt In the attic,

The Gullens reached retire-
ment age a decade ago, and the
property then was sold to the
city of Livonia for $24,400, The
last. payment  on 1a0d
contract was made last year,

..

THERE WERE THOUGHTS of
& museum at the time of pur-
chase-- it w2s even mentloned
that other historical bulldings
might be moved to the aite, But
nothing worked ow, Quaker
Acres was rented several
times, with tenants acting as
caretakers and o the
bullding to the Pm”cﬂ
Society meeting once @ month,

No one Nves there now, and
the house's future 15 still wn-
settled,

Mrs, Ryder said a new sign,
showing it to be @ centeanfal
bullding, has been ordered by
the soclety and will be erected
the near future, .

Soctety members have made
small Improvements 1ike paint-
ing an old pump on the back
porch, They would liketo make
other additions and many are
ready to bring in historical
ttems,

‘1 have two big boxes full of
things to-go there,” said Mrs,
Ryder. “But weneed somekind
of protection,’”

MRS, SPANISH sald the soc-
fety hoped a couple of falling-
down barn bulldings at the rear
of the progerty might be razed,
but the members would like to
preserve the tiny outhouse,

“There are a lot of city kids
here who never have seen cne,"”
she said,

At any rate, the historical
soclety would like to 5ee Quaker
Acres become a real part of
Livonia andthe heritage the city
can show its residents,

Meanwhile, a vintage house
continves to view the changing
scene and waitstolearn its fate.

and @ skylight was

OLD TYPEWRITER — Chairman Marie Spani;h

of the Livonia Historical Commissiorj ok over an
early typewriter now -kept in orej'of the back

'SPINNING WHEEL — This household neces-

sity from yesteryear is one of the few antiques
now found in Quaker Acres.

{Observer photo)’

I admit to being a pinch-of-this, dab-of~
that_cook.

It's not expertise in the kitchen that
makes me this way but rather a basic lazi-
ness when it comes to looking up recipes, and
it's a great burden to the junior cooks in the
family when they need advice.

“How much flour do you put in the
gravy?” they may ask.

‘‘Some,” is the standard answer.

“How much vanilla in the icing?"

‘“Oh, just a little.”

(Of course, they can return the facor by
saying they did “some" practicing or watch-
ed television “just a little.")

But I fear a recent episode convinced one
of the girls I'm really a hopeless case.

She was whipping up a batch of biscujts—
which she does better than I — and couldn't
remember the amount of baking powder
needed.

“Look on the cornmeal box,” 1 told
her, “‘and see how much is needed for
corn bread.”

“‘Mother, I'm making BISCUITS,” she
explained patienti;

“I know, but it's three teaspoons for one
recipe and four for the other, so look on the
box and then use_the other amount."

Resigned, she followed by advice. It's
tough having a pinch-of-that cook for a
mother.

—Margaret Miller

Contimuim Gets
New Director

All of Observerland is rich¢in pioneer
heritage, and preserving it Is the work to
which many present-day residents have dedi-
cated themselves. The story of Quaker Acres
is the story of keeping fresh some Livonia
history. In future issues, THE ' OBSERVER
will take a look into the historical archives of
other communities.

Dr. Gerald Self has been nam-
«ed to direct the Continuum Cen-
ter for Women, a program at
Oakland University that has
helped many women in the Ob-
server area return to the bus-
Iness world,

Dr, Self has been a member
of the Coatinuum staff since
1966, coordinating testing,

func-

Dr, Self earned his Ph,D, in
clinical psychology from Adél-
Phi University in 1964 and beld
a fellowship at the Unfversity
of Caltfornia before joining the
OU statr,

He is past presidest of the
Oakland County k. bol~:.cal
Assoclation and a member of
national and state psychological

tions of the center’s “Investi-
gation into Identity” program,

He succeeds Mrs, Priscilla
Jackson, who developed the pro-
gram and will continue working
with experimental programs to
further education for women,

He and his wite, Sharen live
in Bloomtleld Hills,

The new appointments for Pr,
Selt and Dr., Jackson were an-
nounced by ell Exlund, desn
ol the OU division of continuing
aducatton,

Westland
BPW Elects

Westland Business and Pro- ,

fesslonal Women members in-

> stalled Mrs, Clarice Nesbitt as

new president at their Jine 10
Pplenic and meeting at the Nes-
bltt home,

Other new officers are June
Sandersen, vice president and
- program chatrman; Ruth Pfeit-
fer, recording secretary and
bulletin editor; Irma Yankee,
treasurer, and Ruth Orwin, cor-
Tesponding secretary,

Newly appointed committee
chalrmen are Harrlet Gagnon,
civic participation and pub-
lelty, Justine Barns, legisla-
tion; Grace Luce, worldaffairs,
Mrie Gabriel, personal develop-
ment dnd Pat Kozak, member-
ship,

Mrs. Nesbitt and Mrs, Murle}
Tucker, speclal projects chair-
man, who attended the recent
state convention In Grand Rap-
1ds, presented the national Cri-
terla Award Trecetved at the
coavention to the members,

Margaret Thompson was ap-
pointed chairman of the BPW-
Westland annval fashion show
scheduled for Sept. 17. Pro-
ceeds of $600. earned by thelr
1968 show were donated to the
Kidney Foundatfon,

AAUW Has New Leaders

Mrs, Erick Relckert and
Mrs, Arthur Medwedeff take
affice officislly July 1 a5 pres-
ident and first vice president
of the Farmington branch of the
Amerlean Assoclstion of Uni-
versity Women,

Both recently returned from
the AAUW nationaj biennlal con~
vontion in Chicago, where they

he group

the beby, care of the motber
during pregnancy,’labor andde-
itvery, and care of the newborn

t.

“’?';r registration, thosa in-
terested may call the Health
Center any week day between
thé hours of 8:30 a.m, and 4:30
p.m, The telephone number is
CR 4-2800 or PA 1-0200, ext,
6894, .

met with of college-
educated women from all parts,
of the country, -

Otber new afficers and study
group leaders also are taking
over thalr new posts.

. se

‘MRS, JOHN SMITH ts second
vice - president; Mrs, Herbert
Wang recording secretary, Mrs,
Richard Justice corresponding
secretary, Mrs, Francls Weber

treasurer and Mrs, Clarence
Stoll historian.

Mrs, Joseph Hovanestan will
head the publicity committeetor
the group, andMrs, JohnGeorge
Friess and Wilane Northway are
1in charge of hospitality,

Study group leaders also will
be part of the branch’s execu-
tive board,

Four main study areas have
been chosen by the AAUW to be
considered {n branch meetings
all over the cowntry during the
next two years,

. .

FARMINGTON LEADERS in
thess study-areas include:

Mrs, James Auge, leadlng
study on ‘Education: The Aca-
demic Community -~ New Look
oa Campus,” )

Mrs, Robort Benjimin, head-

ing study oo “Community Prob-
lems: This Beleaguered Earth-~
Can Man Survive?”

Mrs, Ernest Gaston, chair-
man for ‘Cultural Interests:
Buman Use of Urban Space.”

Mrs, Walter Frontczak, study
leader for “World Problems:
American Forelgn Pollcy,”

Two {mplementation chair-
men for the study groups alse
have been named, Mrs, Lolita
Hensen for Educatfon and Mrs,
Myron Greenfteld for world
problams,

Mrs, Relckert and Mrs. Med-
wedefl, returning frorm the ns-

18 young women
through the new AAUW Coretia
Scott King educational fund,

MRS, KING, widow of the late
Martin Luther King, was a con-
vention speaker and told the
delegates that the reciplents,
all but four black, will use the
grants to work in the flelds of

Afro - American studies, non.

violence and peace,

‘There is entirely too lttle
research, writing and under-
standing of these flelds,” she

The special fund, which now
has reacbed $145,000 of its
$150,000 goal, 1s part of the
AAUW program of endowments
to furtber higher education for
American’ and forelgn women,
and the Farmington branchreg-
ularly cantributes with proceeds
of its aonual book sale, sched-
uled this year Sept. 25 to 27
in the Livonia Mall,
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And no wonder at these terrific savings.
These are carpeting values that you'll find
hard to beat. Shop around then see us and
tell us if we're wrong.

te!.,Call GA 7-1400

8-1210 ol todey, we'll send a corpet consultent

1o your. home  with samples. There’s no obligation te buy, of course.

Heavy ,&ip-sheared

KGDEL $§95

Sevent vibrant

BARWICK, HEAVY PLUSH -

ACRILAN

Ten beau¥
4 twaed |

95
® Limited .
Colors
95 * A $10.50 S
Sq. Valve y
Yd

28040 JOY ROAD

", of Livonia, Est. 1955

Between Inkster and Middlebelt

or
KE 8-1210
Open Daily 9-9, Tues. 9-6
Member Detroit Floor Covering




