The lively needle

A saga of 3 gifis and a giver

Now that it's too late to humbug
your Christmas stitching, U'll tell you
the tale of Mary Kay and the Three
Christmas Presents.

When I was young and had just dis-
covered needlepoint, Christmas
approached. bringing the need for
something “special” for my friend
Sue. She had recently remarried for
the third time and a smashing Christ-
mas present-wedding gift scemed just
the thing. But no silver. My previous
wedding presents had been mon-
ogrammed silver trays. The minute
each marriage was dissolved. Sue
turned the tray upside down and said,
~There! Now no one will be able to
read the monogram. Doesn't it look
like a fleur de lis?"

It didn't. It looked like a monogram
upside down.

SO SOMETHING nrew had to be
introduced. And since husband number
three brought with him a number of
antiques, what better than a special
embroidery for his Chippendale fire
screen? -

I designed, and re-designed, and
stitched. Then one day it was finished
and off it went in the U.S. mail.

‘The next day I visited Sue 1 looked
for the fire screen. Marriage No. 3 was
not doing too well at this point and it
was a while before 1 could inject
embroidery into the conversation.

Oh dear,” said Sue, “1 was afraid
you'd ask that. I put it away when it
came and I simply can't find it.”

And she never has.

THE SECOND PRESENT was

Snow driving tops

Are you afraid to drive in the snow?

~Don’t be Afraid™ is the title of the
opening progam on this year's sched-
ule at Oakland University Continuum
Center. Starting Jan. 12 at the new
Continuum Center on Adams Road at
Butler. it will be led by Steven May of

the Institute for Behavior Change. an
Ann Arbor organization specializing in
behavior modification.

The January calendar also includes
two beginning personal growth pro-
grams: an evening program starting
Jan. 16 in West Bloomfield, and a day-

Joanne's. One summer she asked if I'd
needlepoint a seat for her Windsor
chair. In my innocence I said ves and
even, heaven help me, let her choose
the pattern and the colors.

Never again! It wasn'l that the cush-
ion was difficult. I just hated the pat-
tem and got sea sick from the colors.
But all that stitching finally was fin-
ished. Windsor chairs were certainly
built for generous bottoms.

When I next visited Joanne, the
cushion was in place on the chair. And

time program starting Jan. 31 at Oak-
land University. The month ends with
assertiveness training for older adults
at the Tindall Recreation Center in
Detroit on Tuesday afternoons, Jan. 31
to Feb. 28.

Programs for older adults. offered
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ak our party.

Slightly overwhelmed by the details of planning a wedding? And a household?
ED PARTY* simplifies your decision-making.
It's planned around young brides -to -be with gitts and advice
from a full range of bridal professionals.
And it's a fun way to plan for the big day.
Call now for reservations.

their big black and white cat was
sharpening her claws on it.

LASTLY, THERE was Sue again,
though 1 should have learned my les-
son by this time. She was between
weddings and I was finishing Book No.
1. I'd stitched a tray insert for her,
had it photographed for the book, and
presented her with tray and an auto-
graphed volume for Christmas.

The last 1 heard, she'd loaned the
book to someone, and couldn’t remem-
ber who. And the tray *. . had just
disappeared. 1 can't imagine where it
could be unless the movers lost it after
Louandl. .."

And now the moral—for all good sto-
ries must have one. Stitch what you
wish for those you love, but don't look
for your presents the next time you
visit. Selective blindness makes life
easier on everybody.

ograms

free under a grant from the Adminis-
tration on Aging, also include personal
growth for older adults in Birmingham
Feb. 6 to March 1, in Clawson March 8
to April 3. and at the Butzel Center in
Detroit April 4 to May 23.

Assertiveness training for older
adults will be repeated at the Jewish
Community Center in Oak Park Feb.
23 to March 23.

For information on any of these pro-
grams, contact the Continuum Center
at Oakland University in Rochester or
call 377-3033.
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Moral perspectives

Curb our

-l hope you have a lousy Christ-
mas.” And with that virulent remark
which venled her displeasure at hav-
ing to exchange a garment she turned
and walked out.

It wasn't a serious issue but when
the store could not supply what she
had needed in exchange for a wrong
size she created an incident that illus-
trates in a microcosm the very break-
down of responsibility that is essential
in a land where all things are of the
people, by the people. for the people.

The nature of our social fabric for
health, social stability and material
well-being requires a mutuality that
does not transcent or destroy the
rights and needs of others even as it
protects the same in each self.

THE INCREASING number of secu-
rity guards in public places is not only
disconcerting but a symptom of a mai-
ady ultimately destructive. By trans-
ferring the sense of responsibility from
an internal dynamic to an external
being that may be outmanoeuvred, the
mutual regard for each other has been
eroded at the very time when respect
and worth should be expanded.

‘The solutions are nat easy to formu-
late. When department stores expe-
rience vituperation in the very process
of providing the kind of service that
meets specialized need. the inner dis-
cipline needed for a balance of
decency and kindness is rigorous.

BUT THE DIFFICULTY is not
impossible.

change our world

greed;

A true recognition of our capacity to
be just as maledictory as the woman
shopper is the first step. And a second
step is the recognitition of any social
consequences this malediction might

We are individuals who cannot live
without others. so we need to be aware
of how the way we express our needs
affects the lives of those around us.

Our conflicts with others are no?
merely subvival impulses. They are
attempts at encroachments on the
powers and qualities of others. We do
not want to exist—we want to domi-
nate and control.

So there is a place to start. Curbing
one’s greed is a specific action that
would have far-reaching
consequences.

And it is accomplished by a deliber-

ate and conscious effort /1o never |.

intrude into _lhe arena of the other per-
son whose rights and needs are equal
toone’s own.

Consumer mailbag

What is geothermal energy?

Recently during a discussion on
energy alternatives, I became aware
of a form of energy I had never heard
of before. What exactly is geothermal
energy and does it have practical
possibilities?

Marshall K., Redford

Geothermal energy is the natural
heat in the earth’s crust, produced by

face through manmade wells or natu-
ral openings as steam or hot water.

To produce energy in the form of
electricity, the steam is collected and
used to drive the turbines in a power

plant.

Geothermal resources appear most
promising as a supplemental energy
source applied on a regional or local

Meanwhile Concern urges maximum
efforts to conserve all forms of avail-
able energy. Conservation is necessary
if we are to have time to develop the
cleanest and safest sources of energy.

For Eco-Tips No. 7, Energy alterna-
tives, Part 1V: Geothermal Energyas
send 25 cents and a Stagped, selfs
addressed envelope to Concern Inc.,

Rev. Gerald Weitz, Assistant Pastor
A CONSERVATIVE BAPTIST CHURCH

The Rev. L. Alden Erandson
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