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Friends, neighbors remembe

By MIKE SCANLON

Thomas and Penny Ortner, the
young Garden City victims of an alleg-
edly drunk driver the day after Christ-
mas, were model parents whose lives
were centered around their children
and church. neighbors and friends say.

“They were the most wonderful
couple I've ever known.”" said Mary
Perez, the Ortners’ next-door neigh-

Mrs. Ortner discovered she was
pregnant just days before her death,
said former classmate Judy Heiby. the
godmother of one of the Ortners’ two
children. Both Ortner children. Mark,
4. and Brian, 2. survived the collision
last Monday night.

"She'd just found out she was preg-
nant. She was telling people about it on
Christmas.™ said Mrs. Heiby. whom
Mrs. Perez described as Penny
Ortners” best friend. Both Mrs. Heiby
and Mrs. Ortner met their husbands
while members of a youth club at Qur
Lady of Sorrows Catholic Church in
Farmington.

“It was senseless, very senseless.”
said Mrs. Heiby of the couples’ tragic
death. “Why don't they do something
about these drunk drivers?"

FATHER GERALD Flannery. who
celebrated the couple's Friday funeral
Mass at St. Edith’s Catholic Church in
Livonia. is pastor of Divine Savior
Catholic Church. which serves the
Plymouth-Canton area.

Tom sang in the choir—in fact. the
fast time [ saw him was Christmas
Eve at midnight mass. Penny taught
pre-school.” said Fr. Flannery. The
couple_were frequent organizers of
camping~trips and picnics at the
newly-lorm',ed parish. the priest said.
which opefates from a school base-
ment pending construetion of a church
in Westland.

The Ortners were on their way home
from dinner at an Ann Arbor friend’s
home at 11 p.m. Monday night when a
car driven by John Edward Horton. a
2.year old Ypsilanti man. allegedly
ran a red light at Ford Road and
Middle Belt and slammed broadside
into the Ortners 1974 Hornet station

wagon.

The Ortners. both 31. were dead on
arrival at local hospitals. Their chil-
dren. who were back seat passengers,

were shielded from the brunt of the
impact by special. protective seating
and suffered only minor injuries.

Horton. police say. was legally
drunk when the accident occurred He
was charged with two counts of man-
slaughter with a motor vehicle. each
count carrying 3 maximum 15 years
imprisonment.

Horton also faces charges for pro-
bation violation stemming from his
failure to pay a fine on a previous.
Washtenaw County drinking-while-
driving charge. His license, suspended
last spring when he accumulated 18
points. was returned to him Nov. 28.

“WHEN 1 needed help. (the
Ortners) were there—even with their
two children,” said next-door neighbor
Mrs. Perez.

~See. T lost my husband two months
ago and he was bedridden for four
months before that and if T needed
help. Tom or Penny came right over.”
said Mrs. Perez. Tom Ortner fre-
uently shoveled her snow. she added.
and 1 didn't know who was doing it
untit | caught him at it.”

I had just seen them Sunday.” said
Mrs. Perez. I went over to wish them
a Merry Christmas and she told me
she was expecting.”

I have just the kindest thoughts for
those people. They were great with
children, they took them everywhere.™

Neighbor Mary Borowski agreed.

saying. “They were very good parents.
They went everywhere with their chil-
dren. If they went for a bike ride. the
whole family went,”

The Ortners’ deaths, said Mrs.
Borowski. “‘just shook me up. T just
got a chill through my body and I still
do every time I look over at their

The iront of the Ortner house is full
of gay Christmas decorations. includ-
ing a door-size picture of Winnie-The-
Pooh. A Christmas tree sits in the
front window.

Trust fund set
for Ortnerboys

Atrust fund has been established for
Brian and Mark Ortner. the orphaned
children of Thomas and Penny Ortner
who were killed in a tragic car acci-
dent the day afler Christmas.

Donations to the trust fund, estab-
lished at the First National Bank of
Plymouth. may be made by Sending
checks payable to the ~Brian and
Mark Ortner Fund” to the bank at 535
S. Main. Plymouth, 48170.

The Ortners were killed last Monday
night when their car was allegedly
struck by a 1974 Thunderbird driven
by a 2-year old Ypsilanti man who
police say was legally drunk.

The impact of the collision between
the Thunderbird and the Ortners’ Hor-
net. which Garden City Det. Lt. Biil
Duncan likened to “a freight train hit-
ting a mosquito.” sent the Ortner car
careening across four lanes of Ford
Road. over a curb, across a parking
lot.~and into the side of an optometr-
ists” office. The impact of the collision
destroyed a masonry wall at the office
about two feet high and seven feet
wide when the Ortner car smashed

through it and a plate glass window.

Mrs. Heiby. who said the Ortner
children are staying with an aunt
while the family decides their future.
said, “Brian's doing okay. the two
year old. He doesn't know what he
saw. Mark, (41, we're not sure.

“They both reflect Penny and Tom.
They have a lot of love for each other.

Mrs. Heiby gave birth to her last
child. now 18 months old. after study-
ing the Lamaze method of childbirth
with Mrs. Ortner. The Lwo were nurs-

Math decline
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ing school classmates at Madonna Col-
lege in Livonia.

“We dated a lot together. and every-
thing just sort of intertwined.” said
Mrs. Heiby. who added the Ortners
bought a house only a block away from
the Heiby's without knowing the
Heibys were moving in.

Mrs. Ortner gave classes in Parent
Effectiveness al Divine Savior Parish,
said Fr. Flannery. “and about 50
people took it. That's a very large

number. We're only a small parish.

r tragic couple

I'm sure she would have gotten a lot of
women involved in Lamaze.”

Mrs. Heiby described the Ortners as
excellent parents. and Fr. Flannery
agreed. saying “they have two cute
little boys who are very well-
behaved.™

“You have 1o meet them to under-
stand. but the boys are really very
special.” said Mrs. Heiby.

Penny Ortner is survived by her par-
ents and two borothers: Thomas
Ortner. by his parents. three brothers
and a sister.

Reading scores improve

Fourth and seventh graders in the
Walled Lake School District showed a
slight improvement in reading scores
and a slight decline in mathematics
scores on the 1977-78 Michigan educa-
tional assessment tests.

Sami Alam. director of research and
federal programs for the Walled Lake
School District. reporied that the
trends recorded locally also occurred
throughout the state

Results of the 1977-78 Michigan
Educational Assessment Test adminis-
tered to all entering fourth and sev-
enth graders were released by the
school district recently.

According to the test results:

*77.1 per cent of entering fourth gra-
ders achieved 75-100 per cent of the
math objectives measured on the test.

*61.8 per cent of entering fourth gra-
ders achieved 75-100 per cent of the
reading objecfives measured on the
test.

*56.4 per cent of entering seventh
graders achieved 75-100 per cent of the
math objectives measured on the test:
and

*76.1 per cent of the ntering sev-
enth graders achieved 75-100 per cent
of the reading objectives measured on
the test.

The Michigan Educational Assess-
ment Test is administered by the state
department of education and is
designed to reveal specific skills which
students have or have not attained

In drawing up the test. educators
chose 19 performance objectives in
reading and 33 performance objectives
in mathematics for entering fourth
graders. They also selected 20 rcading
objectives and 45 math objectives for
entering seventh graders.

Whether or not a student has
attained the objective is measured by
a series of five questions designed to
test the specific objective. If a student
correctly responds to four of the five
questions designed to measure the
objective. he is judged to have suc-
cessfully mastered the concept

In presenting his report to the board,
Alam said that the test data would
support the following conclusions:

*Walled Lake's entering fourth and

seventh graders in 1977 outscored their
counterparts in 1976 in mastery of the
reading objectives assessed through
the Michigan Educational Assessment
Program.

*Walled Lake's entering fourth and
seventh graders in 1977 were slightly
outscored by the 1976 group in terms of
their atlainment of the mathematics
objectives.

Alam stated further. however. that
he considered a Proportions Report
which depicts the percentage of stu-
dents who attained a specific objective
to be a much more valuable tool fer
educational assessment.

The Proportions Report makes a
comparison of the percentage of stu-
dents who have atlained the specific
bjective over the past four years.

The Proportions Report revealed

*District-wide. the pcrcenlaze'ni
entering fourth graders who achieved
75-100 per cent of the mathematics
objectives has shown a decline from 81
per cent in 1974. to 77 per cent in 1977.
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By DENISE MOLL

With January. resolutions have been
made. {and some already broken) it's
a great opportunity to add new dimen-
sions to your life. The Farmington
Community Library can help, both
with books on timely subjects and pro-
grams to introduce you to new hobbies
and pastimes.

A collection of books entitled “Don’l
Let Winter Get You Down,"™ is now on
display at the Farmington Hills
Bra;\ch,'lr vouhave a case of post-holi-
day blues, come in and browse

ough the collection. Maybe you'll be
inspired to start cross country skiing
or downhill racing. If you can't face
the outdoors on a snowy day. lry a
book on playing chess. bridge. or
monopoly. How about wood carving or
quilt making?

1f you're one of the many who have
gained weight over the holidays, the
library has diet and excercise books to
bhelp you get back in shape. If you're
the type who hibernates through the
winter. ask the librarian for help in
selecting some good fiction or an inter-
esting biography to make your leisure
bours worthwhile.

OUR JAN. 12 book discussion at the
Farmington Branch Library will cen-
ter on Richard Dyer's *Your
Erroneous Zones.” Multiple copies are
available at the library. Pick one up
and join the discussion at 10 a.m. Cail
Roz Narbutas at 474-7770.

Indivisuals making plans for career
education will be greatly aided by two
new microfilm acquisitions available
at both branches of the library. The
first. the Michigan Occupational Infor-
mation System microfilm. provides
detailed data that includes the nature
of the job, educational requirements,
salaries and employment outlook in
Michigan for 350 different occupations.
The set may also be utilized to deter-
mine which schools in Michigan offer
particular programs.

A second new acquisition, Michigan
College Catalogs on microfiche fur-
nishes current catalogs for all two and
four year post secondary schools in the
state. Any of these microfilms can be
viewed or copied at either branch
library. _

A Ukrainian *‘Pysanky™ egg paint-
ing workshop will be presented from 1-
3 p.m. Feb. 7 at the Farmington Hills
Branch. This is an opporturity to learn
to do this beautiful art form in time for
your family Easter egg coloring party.
There is a materials fee of $1.50 per
person and registration is necessary.
Call Carole Hund at 553-0300 for fur-
ther information or registration.

FOR CHILDREN, the library will be
offering several four week programs
that required advance registration.
These will include a special “Sesame
Street™ party for pre-schoolers, plus
story hours and craft classes, while
older children can try their hands at
“Science Sorcery,” puppetry, cooking,
music appreciation, creative writing
and media production. Registration
begins from 9-11a.m. Jan. 6 in person
by a parent and after by telephone at
the library where the program is being
offered. Further information on these
programs is available in the childen’s
room of either library.
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Michigan National Bank
Farmington

24040 Orchard Lake Rd.
Member FDIC



