Pierrot celebrates 80th birthday

Gourmet George’s gala without food

By W.W. EDGAR

TheyYe planning an unusual trick on
George Pierrot, one of the country’s
best-known connoisseurs of good food.
when he celebrates his 80th birthday at
the Detroit "Art Institute on
Wednesday.

About 2.000 members of his army of
friends are planning a real bash from
69 p.m. without serving dinner. It pos-
sibly will be the first time in his life
that the litde round man. who has
ealen in almest every restaurant in
the country. will be at a birthday party
without food.

What it lacks in food. the party will
make up in a most unusual way. To
accommodate the thousands expected
to be on hand. the affair will be held in
three rooms in the institute. The
rooms will be named for special points
in Hawaii from which the jovial trav-
eler has just returned.

George. himself. will hold forth in
the Kresge Court which will be named
the Royal Court for the evening. The
north wing will be the Oahu room. the
Recital Room will become the Hali
Oki Bowl. the auditorium will be the
Poli Auditorium. while the south wing
will be the Kapiolani Room where the
dancing. featuring several Hawaiian
numbers. will take place.

it is an unusual program. but
George is an unusual person. And the
party promises to be one of the most
unusual in the history of Detroit
society.

Imagine a party with more than
2.000 guests. and you can get some
idea of the manner in which one of the
world's greatest travelers and one of
its greatest gourmet diners will be
ushered into the eighth decade of his
life.

Throughout the three-hour period.
George. who made a name for himself
with the Sunday afternoon World
Travel Adventure Series al the
institute and for his penchant for good
food wherever it is to be found. will be
the subject of many a fine yam.

It is said that he has caten on the ice
fields in Alaska. the sunny climes of
the South Pacific and the leading din-
ing emporiums in Europe. And vet he
is a familiar sight at the Romo Cafe
hard by the Eastern Market

One of the stories they tell of his
familiarity with the best places to get
certain foods concerns the year the
Tigers won the pennant in 1968. In a
relaxing moment. some of the nation’s
top sports writers decided to select an
all-American meal with the dishes
they most enjoyed in the various cities
of their travels.

George happened to be within hear-
ing distance and had his ear cocked to
get the writers’ choices. When they
agreed on shrimp at Sharkeys in
Orlando. Fla. as a starter. George
could contain himself no longer.

~And don't forgel oxtail soup at
Shevlin's in Cincinnati. he cailed over
tothe writers table. A

On another occasion. so the story
goes. a group of Detroiters happened
1o be in Honolulu attending what was
supposed 1o be an official luau—the
peak of Hawaiian cusine.

When one of the group complained
abouit eating “bumed pig”* and said he
would give anything for a good steak.
a voice from another table called.

“You can't beat the steak at Candlis
right up'the avenue.” Sure enough. it
was George Pierrot calling to his dis-
traught fellow traveler. He knows the
places and if the food is good. is cer-
tain to have dined there.

A regular at the annual WJR holiday
party. George is the center of attention
as he walks along the food line to fill
his plate. And he is a picture when he
starts devouring the roast beef at the
Raleigh House or Ren Cen. A diner
par excellence. you will find him at
the most unexpected places. and no
other man in Detroit can recite the
menus of the best eating estab-
lishments. for he has dined in all of
them.

It will be a great night for George.
Not only will he be celebrating his 80th
birthday. but he wil be celebrating the
+th anniversary of the World Adven-
ture Series that is one of the most pop-
ular entertainments in all of Michigan.

He started the series on a hunch,
and for more than four decades has
been offering the series. He also was
on television until a short time ago.
and won his way into the hearts of
many with the programs on the tube.

The effect of these TV shows is best
attested to by the story of an elderly
gent who was listening to several of
tus friends tell of their experiences in
Europe. They were talking about walk-
g up the avenue in Paris to the River
Seine. when the elderly gent said.
~And if you had looked to your left.
you would have seen the Cathedral of
Notre Dame.”

“When were you there”"" one of the
group asked.

The old gent smiled and said, |
never was there in person. but |
leamed it all from George Pierrot's
travel series on television. I used to
have a longing to travel. But when
Pierrot started his shows. I gave up
the idea. | now spend my vacations at
bome. T have seen more of these
famous places on his show that if I had
been there myself.”

Pierrot is not a native Detroiter.
although he is looked upon as Mr
Detroit. He was born in Chicago. and
after wandering out to the west coast.
he came to Detroit in 1922 to take ona
job as associate editor of Business
magazine. From there he went over to
the staff of the American Boy and
Youth Companion magazines. where

Dick Gregory
speaks at EMU

Comedian and human rights advo-
cate Dick Gregory will visit Eastern
Michigan University Jan. 13 to high-
fight a day of adtivities scheduled for
~Humanitarian Day."

Sponsored by the EMU Student Gov-
emment and the Office of Minority
Alfairs, Humanitarian Day is being
beld in memory of slain civil rights
leader Dr. Martin Luther King. King
was born on Jan. 15. 1929.

Also planned are a memorial serv-
ice. a speech by Fr. William T. Cun-
ningham of Focus Hope. the opening of
several classes to the public and a
humanitarian dinner and ball.

he provided youths with exciting lales
of adventure.

It was through this work that he
allracted the attention of the late
Edsel Ford, who encouraged him to
start the World Advenjure Series to
help finance the art institute. It was a
success from the start.

It would take more than one volume
10 do justice to the fittle round man
and his salutary influence on Detroit
and Detroiters. For his sense of humor
has kept the town laughing.

And as George would have it. the
money from the admission charge ($15
per persont to the big party will be
used to redecorate the institute. espe-
cially the $0-year-old auditorium.
which he always refers to as “my
home away from home. ™

Bul the most unusual feature of the
big evening will be the mammoth
birthday celebration for the greatest
diner in the country—and there will be
no dinner.
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water expert

quality and value!

And only Culligan
gives you 3 ways
to enjoy soft
water

Try soft water at little cost
with our Portable Exchange
service. We install the unit,
take care of everything. Or
rent a Culligan for only
pennies a day. Or buy a
Culligan—and go first class.
Don't be misled. You'll pay
no more—often less—for
the best! Call and say—

WATER

conditioner before

at the lowest price!

Widest selection of equipment-and prices
Fully automatic dependability

Exclusive Corrosion proof Tripl-Hull tanks
Space-age solid-state electronic controls

Always ready factory-irained service by
your local Culligan Man. the recognized

Only Culligan gives you all this-all backed
by 40 years of worldwide leadership in

Detroit Call Pontiac Call
964-2246 682-6600
925 ORCHARD LAKE RD. PONTIAC .
2 Blocks East of Telegraph
FREE FREE
WATER ESTIMATES
ANALYSIS IN YOUR HOME

Serving Wayne, Ozkiand and Macomb Counties

any water
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Special Offer
During January Only

Trade-in  allowance
on any old installed
water softner or Din-

Old Mill Restaurant.
Included with the

purchase of any
Culligan Water
Conditioner.
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Awrey’s just reduced the calories
in a slice of bread by 50%!

(but we haven't reducedi
the great taste)

per slice

Approximately 37 calories

No artificial preservatives

marriages ends in
divorce, If yours
is headed that
way, you won't
want  to  miss
C.P.E. Baldwins-
The Divorce
Book. This work
is a concise battle plan designed to take
2 man through a divorce with the least
damage to his mind and money. $9.95
can save you thousands. ’
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