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Neil Simon comedy, roast beef make good pair

By HELEN ZUCKER

If you iike a generous slice of beef
tenderioin along with your Neil Simon,
you will enjoy Detroit Country Day
School's . benefit  dinner-theater per-
formance of “Star Spangled Girl.”

The dinner begins with cabernet sau-
vignon and an excellent Caesar salad.
ll is followed by a well-prepared slice

medium-rare roast beef with mush-

mon sauce, baked patato, sour cream,

li normandie, and small loaves

of bread. The bread is warm, buttery
and good.

Coffee and a torte le monde with
lemon cream ends the pleasant meal.
The kitchen staff at Detroit Country
Day is to be commended. Decor is
done by the Mother's Association, and
Sllldenls amiably fi lethJans of wait-
ers, waitresses and busboys.-

Simon’s bouncy comedy abonl alib..
eral young publisher. his writer-friend
and ally. and a girl as square as they
make them in small Southern towns
still plays well, despite a few dated
605 references.

RONNIE CLEMMER is agreeable
as Andy Hobart, publisher, editor, bil-
ling department. lay-out crew,
accounting department and manage-
rial staff of “Fallout* magazine. And
he is believable as a casual, sexy guy
who goes motorcycling. flying and
water-skiing with his ancient landlady.

He has a nice, easy-going quality
that goes well with Simon’s quick-wit-
ted, relaxed dialogue. The colloquial,
playful language seems especially
suited to the kind of nonchalant, off-
hand, almost throwaway delivery
Clemmer uses.

Jim Kottler as Norman Comell, the
versalile, overimaginative roommate
and writer who fills the shoes (and
bylines) of 14 different writers, has a
clear voice and a kind of bearlike,
clomping energy.

A touch of the poet would add a nec-
essary bit of high-wire tension and
manic lunacy to Koltler's perform-
ance. Norman is a person who wres-
tles with his imagination constantly:
As a writer in control of his material,
he as ample space to use it. As a
young man head over heels in love, his
imagination has ample room to control
Norman.

He is the sort of person who has his
own version of reality: everything he
does turns out upside down. (Nor-
man’s real universe is the typewritten
page.) His worldly universe is a
source of astonishment to *“‘normal
people’” like Sophie. Most people

respond to Norman with a fine edge of
incredulity, indeed, near-hysteria in
their woices. .

KOTTLER IS endearing at times,
but Simon’s creation is a fanciful odd
couple, odd roommate, odd young
man, Norman has wings, and his
wings constantly brush against
people’s shins and principles. He is
clumsy where others are graceful,
graceful where others are clumsy.

Joan Clemmer is a stalwart Sophie
Rauchmeyer, loyally defending what-
ever she thinks is being insulted.
Whether anyane is.really insulting her
homé truths is quite beside the point.
The flag and apple pie are only the
beginning of Sophie’s long list of
undebatable verities.

Ms. Clemmer renders her lines with
energy and conviction. She helps make
Norman's love-smitten spell both
believable and ludicrous. She is best at
her Olympic descriptions. Deseribing
herself as “Sophie Rauchmeyer who
came n fifth in the Montreal Olympics
and who can't g home to Honnycutt in
disgrace,” she is quite beside herself.

Her sense of having let Honnycutt,
and by extension, America, down by
having “come in behind an Arab, a
little girl who trained in the desert!™
is lovely.

She communicates unspeakable
shame. She is a girl who does not real-
ize how ludicrous it is to be ashamed
of being the fifth best swimmer in the
world Olympics. Ms. Clemmer seems
to understand Simon's lively sense of
the ludicrous.

A FEW LINES such as “Was LBJ on
LSD?" leave a strange poinancy in the
air. It is hard to believe that the '60s
happened such a short time ago. One
has the sense of the '60s having taken
place as long ago as the Gay Nineties.
Maments like these are few, however.

For the most part, this engaging
love triangle goes off without a hitch.
Since love triangles happen in every
decade, the basic story plays as
smoothly as any well-done version of
“Romeo and Juliet." Andy and Sophie,
all wrong together.” yet quite right
together—get together at the end.

Norman winds out of his spell, and

ties himself to the typewriter to knock
out an entire issue of Fallout and all
ends well,

“Star Spangled Glrl may not be
Neil Simon at his lunatic best, but

even Simon’s weaker scripts are fun-
nier than most.

‘The set, a combination of apartment
and office. is imaginative. Three piled-
up truck tires become a table, Laurel

begins at 7:30 p.m. There will be per-".
formances on Friday and Saturday.
Feb. i and 11. at the Learning Center,
on the main campus of Detroit (‘nun»
try Day. .

& Hardy pasters lend atmosphere, and
a paste-up lable, desk. typewriter and
pop bottles give the feel of a bache-
tor's pad-office.

Sanity Productions Dinner Theatre

Women’s vista beyond game shows:

By ETHEL SIMMONS lie Jean King talks about com-
petitiveness in sports.

Later in the series, Shirley Temple
Black, child star who became an
ambassador in Africa, and versatile
performer Shirley MacLaine, who
started as a dancer, will talk about
transitions in their lives.

Is there an altermative to the day-
time game shows?

Gerri Lange thinks there is, and it's
the new weekly series “Turnabout,”
which she hosts on the PBS network.
‘The half-hour show debuted Monday
on Channel 56 at 2:30 p.m., with a
repeat scheduled Saturday at 5:30 p.m.

During a recent stop in Detroit, Ms.
lange was interviewed at the Hotel
Pontchartrain. She is an energetic
‘womnan, bursting with pasitive feelings
for “Turnabout.”

“It's not a typical woman's show,”
she explained. “It’s about changing
lifestyles. Women are handling family
finances, banking. There's the stress
of changing lifestyles.

“Women are taking on the same
jobs as men. The show provides infor-
mation for men as well.”

THERE ALSO are interviews with
“plain housewives and mothers™ in the
show's magazine format.

“We talk to ordinary people who
have changed their lives. You can't
always talk to movie stars,” Ms.
Lange said. *You have to have people
the viewers can relate to.”

Qther subjects to be discussed soon
on “Tumnabout” include “The New
Reformation,” about women in the
church; “For Safety’s Sake," how
women can protect themselves against
physical assault; “Diet Mania,” eating
patterns and a visit to California’s
posh Golden Door health salon, and
“Not So Petty Cash,” women and
finances.

“We don't preach or give value ;udg—
ments,” Ms. Lange said. “We give
people information so they can make
the choices. That's all the good life
is—increased choices.”

Talking about her own life, Ms.
Lange called herself “the original re-
entry.” Now 53, she went back to
school at the age of 35.

MANY OF THE shows feature
celebrities talking about women from
a woman's perspective. On the first
show, opera star Beverly Sills dis-
cusses the challenge of juggling career
and family life.

“Turnabout™ originated in San Fran-
cisco two years ago as ‘Womantime &
Co.” Ms. Lange said, “We were local,
KQED-TV, and got a Neilsen rating
the first time out. At night, we got a
big audience for reruns."

According to Ms, Lange, at that time
a lot of men were out of work in Cali-
fornia, and the audience included
many men. Also helping to pull in
viewers were such subjects as con-
traception and vasectomies.

“We started to give mformatmn they
weren't getting anywhere.”

Two Emmy Awards were among
awards received by the local show.

Under the new title “Turnabout,”
segments will be shown.

The second show, “Unfit America,”
will include an interview in which Bil-

“I HAVE three kids—27. 29 and 30—
and I'm starting a new career, which 1
think is pretty good,” she said. **And I
plan to write. I have all kinds of

plans."

She said her life experience has been
a weird situation, with a career
change every two years. All her
carees (which so far have included
teaching, public relations, TV produc-
ing and pnlitics) have been successful.

She said, “‘People say, ‘My God,
you've done everything!" "
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Gerri Lange hosts TV series about changing world of women.
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FEBRUARY 13- 18

WALKER

Music by Johnny Trudell's Orchestra
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APPEARING NEXT...

—FEBRUARY 20 - 25
«James Darren

«Roger Miller

« The Fifth Dimension

—FEBRUARY 27 - MARCH 4

JERRY LIBBY TRIO

CLUB

TWO PERFORMANCES NIGHTLY Mon. thru Thurs.: 8 and
L .10:30 .M. — Fri. and Sat.: 9 and 11:30 P.M.

—MARCHG6-11 DINNER SPECIALS person, sit-down dinner.
MON. TUES. & WED.
::;:?::ﬂ R ::;g VENICE OF THE WOODS - "9361E Cgoley
RESERYATIONS SUGGESTED 593-1234 HeFn - Lake, Union Lake. “Guys and Dolls". Broadway
'S siyor Regency Dearborn THURS. FRL & SAT. 505 Musical. Fridays and Saturdays at 7:00. Choice

New York Steak
Scrod.

ShishK

J

ot Eagiof Evargrean
559-3377

TUES.-SAT. 7:30 till 1:00 a.m.

onER mcr.uusé TOSSED SALAD. VEG. or POTATO.
Appetizer Cart incl. with your Meal

Shrimp e Hening » Liver Pate

Basi BANQUET FAWT! AVAILABLE

-\

[ "DINNER

THEATRES :

MILE RD.

ALVAROS DOWNSTAIRS - 14 Mile Road just
West of Crooks, Royal Oak. “A Thousand
Cowns”. Broadway Comedy Hit. Thursdays at
7:00 and Sundays at 2:00. "The Boyiriend".
Broadway Musical. Fridays and Saturdays at
7:00. Choice of two dinner entrees. $15.00 per
person, sit-down dinner.

BOTSFORD INN - 28000 Grand River, Farm-
ington Hills. “Two Gentlemen of Verona™.
Broadway Musical. Thursdays at 7:00 and Sun-
days at 6:00. $15.00 per person.

MACHUS-MR. MAC'S STABLE - 1 Parklane
Towers, Dearborn (across from Fairlane). “How
to Succeed in Business Without Really Trying™.
Broadway Musical. Fridays and Salurdays at
7:00. Choice of two dinner entrees. $16.50 per

* OPENING JAN. 20

of two dinner entrees. $14.00 per person, sit-
down dinner.

RESERVATION: 649-0903
MASTER CHARGE
For Group Sales call Greg

N

J Serving the

Open 7 doys.

644- 2

Chinese & American Cuisine

® Luncheons  Dinners ¢ Carry Out Orders
Chinatown Style Welcomed

Mon.. -Thun 11.a.m.-10 p.m.; Fri. 11 a.m.-11 p.m.
Saf. 12-11 p.m.; Sun. 1210 p.m.

469 S. Woodward, Birmingham

finest in

10 week

..Is under a
in!
REEF & BEEF SPIRITS new captain!

ALL N EW- « sAttitude Adjustment Hour 3-7 p.m.

Your Favorite Cocktail $1.00

ALL N EW-- «Piano Bar. Now Appearing

Pat Flowers At The Keyboard. From 5:00 Weeknights,
From 7:00 "til Closing Saturday.

BANQUET FACILITIES FOR 50 OR MORE

™e STARBOARD
TAC

913

Come See Our Crew At The All New
STARBOARD TACK

29200 ORCHARD LAKE RD. BETWEEN 851-9220

Weome D Jre

j(m/ Etmr

3350 Auburn Road

(% Mile W. of Adams Rd.)
Taste the wonders of Mandarin, Szechuan and
Cantonese Cuisine, & Exotic Cocktails

g

Luncheons and Dinners Served
from 11 AM to 12 Midnight

N

Inrrudublory Gift

T

CARRY OUTS
Phone 852-8280

Your Host: Harold Hom

12 & 13 MILE, FARMINGTON HILLS
3 M2

.
R —

SAVORIT.

And atterwards, |
vou'll be in the
mood for a
little nigght
music by the
toe Grande Trio.
Or an irish
cotfee perhaps?

€den

BETEMPTED

You can eat
at Eden Glen
anvtime. But
save the Beet
Waellington tor
are occasions
anly. That way
you'll savor the
CAPETICICe . an
extraordinary
THet mignon

n pastry with
Burgundy

sauce. Iry it
tor the sheer
entertaimment
of eating.

2085 \Went Big Beaver Road Between Crooks, mnl Umluh.v ©49-1880
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