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Did Suburbia Get The M essage

by TIM RICHARD

ROCHESTER

During the July 1967 Detrojt
riot, any suburban newspaper
office was swamped with two
kinds of telephone calls, Oné
was  asking about or

- spreading rumors that Negroes
were burning down suburban
restaurants and police posts,
The other kind was offering
rellef to Imocent victims of the
riots, '

The need for relief work sub~
sided soon, and a more Im-
portant question was ralsed by
the helpful class of suburban-
ites: What can wedonow? What
can we do so that this will
never happen again? What can
we do to eradicate the polson
of racism?

A man who fielded many of
these  questions was Kent
Mathewson, & soft-speaking
former southerner with a back+
gromd in city management,
Mathewson's title is president
of Metropolltan Fund, Inc,;
hence, chief working officer of
this reglonal foundation,

s oo

METROPOLITAN Fund’s of~
ficers and staff think in re-
glonal terms, The fund bank-
rolled and staffed the South:
eastern Michigan Council of
Governments In its early days.
It paid the bill for the organiza-

Honal study report that setup

TALUS, the Transportation and
Land Use Study of six countles]
It helped start the regi
transit authority, And it pro<
vided the first offices, staffand
money for what Is now New
Detrott, Inc,

“What can we do?"- people

asked Kent. Mathewson, and i

February of 1968 he outlinedan
answer, widely quoted and re-
ported. “The Message, Sub=
urhla Is Dignity”” was the title
of his speech to the Cranbrook
00l, The Observer News-
papers reprinted the section -
ignored by thebroadcasters that
day--of Mathewson's specific
suggestions for suburban
action, . !
Dkd suburbla get the mes-
e?

Did suburbanites act on his
terse statement that the * ‘lnner
city problem’ will be solved
in the suburbs and the farms
and the ranches beyond If it ls
10 be solved nk a.L\ ind

.

MATHEWSON SAT outdoors

Birmingham

Action After The Riot

EDITOR'S NOTE:'In July of 1967 there was a week-

long riot in Detroit,
In February of1968, Ken

t Muvhewson president of

"the Metropoliton Fund Inc., made o widely-quoted speech
entitled “The Message, Suburb:u Is Dignity.” In it, he sug-
‘gesred ways that suburbanites :ou!d work concrefely to

improve race and sociak relati

jons.

Last week the Observer Newspapers interviewed

Mathiewson, asking him a si

ingle question: “What has

actually been done since then?”

on the Iawn of the former Dodge
farm adfacent to Oakland Uni-
versity and Meadow Brook,
MF’s “think tank,” andbeldhis
hands about efght inches apart,

“There’s been a deflalte
movement , . .an attitudinal
change, Idon’t knowitit’sbeen
enough. Perhaps there could
have been this much pro-
gress--"

He held his hands about 18
{nches apart.

He quoted a friend who late
in 1967 predicted that there
would be no major problem in
1968, but watch out for 1969,
Said Mathewson of the New
Bethel Church Killing: “¥ it
hadn't been for that massive
(months-lnng) effort toacquaint

the white community with

racism, this damn town could
have gone up.”
. He added hastily: “I can't
prove that, If we have another
New Bethel next week, 1 don't
know.”"  Then he brightened:
“We've  definitely lengthened
the fuse,”’

. But as for Mathewson’s posi-
tive suggestons to suburban-
ites 1 the winler of 1968 and
haw they tirned out:

P
® OPEN HOUSING legisla-
Hon was suggested on state and
local levels,

* Progress; “Your people at
Plymouth and’in Birmingham,
in the shadow of where I made
this speech, have approved or-
dinances, And the Detroit or-
dinance held up in court,””

- He noted that Livonla had

passed open housing at the city
council level, but he considered
and  Plymouth

“more significant because it
went to a vote of the people,”
The State Legislature also en-~
acted open housing, covering
everybody,

wAll werre doing is estab-
Ushing a moral position.”
Mathewson said of the New De-
trait's work. “Nobody thought
1t would change things over-
night, And there’s not time to
get all citles to pass it."”

e

@ CHURCHES could start
“swurban  action  centers,
staffed and financedbyan inter-
falth group, and designed topro-
vide bases for action fn com-
batting Institutional ractsm in
the suburbs,”

Progress: “When I made that
speech at Cranbrook, Ideparted
from the text; ‘T know Its sty-
Iish now to question all institu-
tions, Including the church, But
1 want you boys and girls to
know that the real strength in
the flght agalnst ractsm Is In
the church. It has a real com-
mitment  without  equivoca-
tfon, *

The subuirban acton centers,
he sald, “are operating, That's
where your activists are,’”

PR
@ YOUTH GROUPS {rom
churches could "be formed into
an ‘Urban Crists Corps' and
directed toa spring and summer
of meaningful involvement. . .”"

Progress: Mathewson con-
ceeded that the term “Urban
Crisls Corps” never caughton,
«“But there have been all sorts
of citizen groups formed, ad-
dressed to all-forms of psy-
chologlcal and soctal needs.”

(One notable suburban ex-
ample was the play-and-

tutoring program of a group
of Redford Township and Liv-
onla youngsters incontactng an
Inner citygroup, That story was
told in a picture page in last
summer's Sunday editions of
this newspaper.)

Mathewson saw more  work
belng done by young people,
through churches and schools,
than in any ofher area,
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® A ©MIDDLE LEADER-
SHIP** massive work plan with
such  growps as Jaycees,
Kiwanls, Rotary, AmericanLe-
glon, League of Women Voters
and so on, “We will suggest
that each interested group send
a man--or delegation--to meet
with a similar fnnér city or-
ganization, . .’

Progress: Notmuchinterms
of work; a good deal in terms
of attitude changes, '

“These groups hive been
prime outlet for our speakers
bureau and the film The Black
Eye.’ It shows the white Sub-
urbanite 2 plchure of Negro
culture--not just rats and de-
privation, but even Negro mil~
Uonaires talking of thelr years
of study in England,’t

In 10 months-- from August
1968 unHl June 1969--“The
Black Eye" was seen by
130,000 persons. Arhong the
1,000 audfences were 226
churches--two-thirds in the
suburbs; 253 school groups--
three-fifths in the suburbs; 70
clubs such as Kiwanls and
Rotary--two-thirds In the sub-
urbs; plus 53 college classes,
135 bustness groups, 27 human
relations groups, 28 PTAs and
seven hospitals, N

Hence, the feeling that there
been some “attitudinal
change,”

As for suburban civic clubs
helping tostartinner city chapt-

ers--there wasn't much to
report,
But. in Poniac, | he sald,

“Junfor League women have
‘adopted” Negro familles fna

non-paternalistic way. They've |

been working with ADC
mothers,  helping them flnd
housing. One women went ¥ith
an ADC mother to appliance
stores to help her buy a re-
frigerator and stove,
her from going to the type of

dealer who would victimize
her,’

@ SCHOOLS could work on
student exchanges.

to keep.

Progress: “There has been
some of this, Ican't cite chapter
and verse, We have personally
been Involved in2nexchange be-

tween Cranbrook and inner city where w. get A-plus, The
schools,’” extent of

A ment has Heen great. . .We
® AN INTERNATIONAL have. definly the

Afro-American Museum hadal-
ready been created, and New
Detroit proposed to “send it,
and hopefully others like it, out
into the suburbs to. expose the
white community to a proud
black culture,”

Progress: “New Detroit has
made. 2 grant fo that, to ex-
pand it, The project got down-
gTad the priority
system, although it was never
turned down; #t just didn"t move
to the surface with all the other
pressing things we had."

The museum {s now{on dis-
play in the former Kern block
in downtown Detroit. Many
suburban classes have been
there to see it. But is hasn't
been out to the suburbs yet,
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MATHEWSON summed it up:

“The big areas are jobs,
housing, education and at-
titudinal change,

“We've scored very well on
Jobs.

—

“In educaﬂon, there's stll
great diversity .'. .a need for
a great deal more.

“Attitedinal change? Here s

NORTHVHLE LAUNDRY*
Laundry§ Dry Cleaning

TRADITIOl JAL FULL SERVICE
FAMILY LAUNDRY
rog‘ovsn 40 YEARS

i can

i
349-0750
FOR PICK UP & DELIVERY
331 N. Center - Northville

T

*Division Ritchie. Bros. Launderars = Claaners, Inc.

SEE

3 EOﬂ-ﬂLVMGUTH ROA D

t Morrien

LlVQNIA MICHIGAN

)CLOSED SUNDAY
OPEN § DN, thru FRI. - 12-9 p.m.
?sth 9.9 o,

ATTENTION'
BEEF PRICES ARE —

Phone 181-4300 - 538-8277

Mrs Housewife

ON THE RISE! |
...MR. BEEF }

AND SAVE $ $ $ §

ORDER QUANTITY AND
QUALITY NOW!

| TWO STEAKS FOR

MAXING AN , NTMENT

SALEM
w\vlﬂ

summer fun

sale

POOLS |

9 POOLS ON DISPLAY

Complete with Walnut Wood- .
grained Top Rail and Supports

459

Other 2 " Pool Packages as low as 3 2.9
EXTRA spscmgfbom SALE!
12'x36” POOL ONEY  "oovr saos0

o Steel Wall ' 53 6“

o Coleco Quality
the old pool If !l with a buy like thisl

18' x 48' ROUND
Royal Olympian Pool-

o *410%

Complete backyard pool kit provides
loads of fun this summer and years
1o come. Includes 6" top rail, 20 Mil
liner {heavy enough .t leave up

' year ‘round), P-58 Mztalmaster 43
hp. filter, SK17 Skimmer, =61111
wood ladder. Easy o put up.

PICNIC TABLES

24-FT. POOL SET,

Superbly designed and construct
give you years of ser vice
kit is COMPLETE!
:!ude: o oo o “D

his beautiful backyard pocl outfit will

anci bu can start enjoying it now beceuse this

Metropolitan Fund:
What, Who,thy;
Whose Money?

WHAT IT IS: Metropolitan Fund, Inc. is a on-profit re-
search corporation Interested n the six countles of southeastern
Michigan and their metropqlitan problems,

WHO IT IS: The 65-member board includes the names of
executives of auto companles, ulllities, banks, colleges, labor
unlons, churches, local governments and civle groups. Board
chatrman s merchant J.L. Hidson Jr. Yics president is Farm-
ington politico Delos Hamlin,

HOW IT'S FINANCED: A regent year's budget was $400,000,
More than half came from business and labor contributions,
Other chunks came from the Ford Foundation and the federal
housing department.

HOW IT'S ORGANIZED: THere were three divisions, but
New Detrolt was “spun off” as a separate organization, The
two remaining divisions are Citizen Information and. Intergov-
ernmental Relations. :

WHAT IT'S DONE: At one tire, a single telephone opera-
(or served Metropolitan Fund, .\erw Detroft, the Council of
Governments and the Southeastern Michigan Transportation Authoo
Ity MF has researched the need for those organzations,
funded them, staffed them and helped write cnabling legisla~
ton, MF, fn Kent Mathewsan's words, is “a causer of good
deeds, nof a doer of good deeds.

WHAT’S NEXT: Urban communications,

a\ldc{

nd
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Redwood Basketweave

FENCE PANELS

Fence in your new peolt

Why repla

One for Your Budget

‘Steel Wall Pools

Wise Shoppers Will Be

On The Look-Out For

News Of Demery’s Big
' July 9th

NITE OWL SALE

In Wed neéday s '

5'x8' Section
&'x8° Section

% 8x20". .. 514.88
» 10'x24" . . %19.95
o 12'x36". . *38.88

There is a difference in fence con-

Check ours and you'll
is ali clear redwood,
through and through

1 il i3
L Slotted & Corner Posts Available y,

1. NeW towns.

e

~
W Heavy Duty Plastic

48" ROUND WATER e
PICNIC TABLE 5244

| TTETHER BALL SET |

kids love 10 play it
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Demengs

Farmington Store Only
Farmington Road at 12 Mile Road

N Complete with Lol 3533
Complete, 4 Benches gz;‘cw»a‘ Easy o

88 YarDarts Garae

Separate

Benches Pugged enough lo leave out Play fbe horseshoes.
7' Table . doors year ‘tound, good look- Complete set with 4 $795
t ing enough 10 go in your rec. colorful darts, scoring

ting: ond ingtrutions

J/

LARGE SELECTION OF POOLS ON DISPLAY
Complete Line of Pool Chemical

30650 PLYMOUTH ROAD

3 Blocks West of Middlebelt
Phone GA 2-1000 Open Sunday 10-5 p.m

---Larry Nelson of Farmington went to
+ Lansing recently with his Alma College Young Republi-
cans Club for a tour of the Capitol. Gov. William Milliken
eeted the troupe and posed with each student individ-
E;IIV. Nelson is chairman of the Michigan Federation of
College Republicans.

IN LANSING




