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“Wot in thunder?” ejncnllled one o{
the crew.

|“a white man 1" mattered the mate;
and then: “Man the oars, boys, and
we‘ll Jnst pull over an’ see what he
wan!

l“ hen they came close to 'the shore
they saw an emaclated creature with
seant white locks, tangled and matted.

['The thin, beot body was naked save |

for o loln cloth. Tears were rolling
down the sunken, pockmarked cheeks.
The man jabbered at them In a strange
‘0

}"Roosh\m. _hazarded the mate.

“Snvry English?” he called to the| |

‘The scarecrow did, and In that tongue,
- 'hrokenly and baltingly, as though it
had been many years since he had used
1, ho begged them to take him with

them away from this awful country.]

Once on board -the Marjorie W. the
stranger told blg resguers a pitiful tale
of privation, lmrdshlps and torture, ex-
tending over & perlod of ten years.
‘How he happened to have come to
Africa he did mot tell them, leaving
them to assume that he bad forgotten
the incidents of his ilfe priorito the
frightful ordeals that hagd wrecked bim
mentally and physically. . His name, he
said, was Al Paulvitch.

A tew scraggly, yellomewhite locks |-

+ had supplanted the thick dark hair that
had once covered his head. His limbs
were bent and twlsted ; he walked with
a shufing, unsteady galt, his’ body
doubled forwaril, His teeth were'gone
—knocked out by his savage muters
Even his mentallty was but a Borry
mockery of what it onge had beca.

i They took him aboard the Marjorle
W., and there they fed and uuraed him,
He gained a Bttle in strength, /but his
appearance pever altered for I.he bet-
ter—s human derelict, bnttered and
wrecked, they had found him; o human
derelict, battered and wrecked,” he
fwould remain untll death claim
Alexis Paulviteh could easil;
pnssed for eighty.-
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search for some patural product which }:

the manufacturers who footed the bills
had been importing from South Amer-
fca at an epormous cost. - What the
product was none on board the Mar-
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(The captain lowered his weapon.
“The men started it, did they?" h
peated. “How about that?” and h
rned toward the sailors, who had b;
is time picked themselves frem th
ound, none of them much the wors
r his experlence except the felloy
1o had been the cause of it and wh
uld doubtless nurse a sore phoulder
r o week or So.
“Simpson done it,” sald ofe ot the
en. "He stuck a pin 1 the monk|
om behind, and the mdok got him—
hich served hlio}zﬂln well right
an' he got the“restfot us, too, far
hich I can’t blame mm. since we all
mped_ blm to once.”
The captain looked at Slmpson wno
admitted the truth of, the
llegation ; then he stepped over m the
pe as though to Jdlscover for hlmse.t
& sort of tempé the beast possessed.
ut 1t was noticgdble that he kept his
brolver cocked and leveled mi he
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However, h sp()ke soothingly to the
snimal, who squatted at the Russlan’s
de, looking first at one and then ap-
jther of the sailors.
As the captain approached him the
pe half rose and waddled forward to
eet him. Upén his countenance] was
e same straight,
hat had marked his scrutiay of
it the sallors hie had first encouatt
He came quite close to the officer and
Jhld & paw upon ome of the man's
| shouders, studsing his face intently
1
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1 ‘eath
ered.

or a long moment; then came the ex-
resslon of dlsnppoln!ment. nccnmpu-

led by what was almost a human
dgh, as he turned away to peer i the

dame curlons fashion into the facesiof
he mate and the two sallors who hnd
rrived with the offi¢ers,

In each {nstance he slghed and pnssed
n,-returning at length to Paulvitch’s
ide, where he squatted dowa once
hore, thereafter evincing lttle. or‘no
thterest in any of the other mea and
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jorle W. knew! except the scientists;

nor 13 1t of any moment to Us, other’

thap that it led the ship to &' certain

istand off the:coast of Amv:a after
- Alexls Paumu:h bad heen taken
aboard.
.. The ship lay ‘at nnnher oﬂ’the coast
for several weeks. The monotony of
life aboard her became trylng for the
creww. They went_ often uhor& and
finaily Paulvitch asked to acéompany
them—be, too, was tirlng of the blight-
lng sameness ot existence npon the

The istand wu heavily ﬂmbered_
“Dense jungle tan down almosgt to the
beach. The sclentists were far luland,
prosecuting thelr gearch for the valu-
able commodity “that native rumor
upon the mainiend had ted them to be-
lieve might be' found here 'inimarket-
eble quantity.

The .ship's” company fished, hunted
end explored. Paulvitch ahufled- up
and down the beach or lay in the sbade
of the great trees that skirted it
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When the pnrty returned aboard the |
\farjorie W., Paulvitch was nccompn-
aied by the ape, who seemed lnxmus
o follow him. The cnp!nln Xntzrpqsed
0 obstacles tb the arrangement, nnd
o the great anthropotd was mtltly‘ ad-
hitted to membership in the ship's
company.
Once aboard be examined ench new
'ace minutely, evincing the same dis-
dppolatment in ench [nstance that/had
iarked his serutipy of the cther#

T
. The strange ape ls faken:to
London .and there meets ol@
friends. Lord Greystoke a
worrled and puzzled by his son
_Jack's restiesaness, II
(TO BE CONTINUED.)
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