Vol. 81, No. 87 -

YOUR HOMETOWN NEWSPAPER

34 pages, 4 sections

15¢ a Copy -

Philip H, Power, Publisher

BULLETIN

The 30 John Hancock Mutual Life Insur-
ance agents who serve. Observerland com-
munities are on strike after national negotia-
tions broke down July 1 over salary and
benefit disputes.

Picketinig agents have been asking their
customers to support them by thhho]dmg
premlum payments. They maintain that
insurance contracts cannot be lapsed for
non-payment of premiums during a strike.

A John Hancock spokesman in Boston
told The Observer that the district affice at
26000 Five Mile Road, Redford is open dmly
for receipt of premiums. He said that
company is required by contract to termmate
policies of customers who miss premium

- payments.

what’s inside
A Fight To Save

Everybody has their own idea‘on how to
save the community. One idea is being ex-
plored by downtown merchan(s (see story on
page one) and yet another is being tried by
city homeowners. The homeowners tell their
idea this week and tell about the association
they have formed.
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End Tells Blessing

‘ Oakland County will soon be blessed with
a handful of area vocational centers, one of
them right next door to Farmington. Plans
for the center are discussed this week in the
last of a series of articles examining voca-
tional education. .

Page 2A

Walk ‘On The Moon

Astronauts Neil Armstrong and Edwin
(Buzz) Aldrin will make their historic walk
and then perform the first experiments on
the surface of the moon late Sunday or early
Monday. Two Plymouth men will tell CBS
newsman Walter Cronkite part of what is
taking place.
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Musical Summer

Summer nights are the time to get out-
side and enjoy yourself. Two local musical
groups play at night — one in Plymouth’s
Kellogg Park, another at Schoolcraft College.
For pictures ‘of Observerland people playing
and listening seg the amusement pﬁges
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All Stars Win

Ever want to play in Tiger Stadium?
Area baseball players prove they can play
well as they excel on the annual Free Press
league all-star team. The sports page has
the story of Livonia’s entry, and how they

won,
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' says, “that many of the

"We had one phone callafter another

. .+ . just an unbelievable
omount of calls and the
home was rented immedi-
“ately,” said Mrs, -
vin, To buy, sell or trade,
use Observer Classified
Want Ads.

home,
> pth. $135. Smnry
OBIE™ deposit $100,  Call
Want-Ad 000-0000. .
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\
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By ELIZABETH WISSMY

A German youth who rrr.em.
1y made a return visit toF arme
ington, thinks the Genefation
Gap 15 worse in his hoieland
than it {5 in America.

i

Gunter sumerjohmxs}, 19,
who was here to see the Bure
ton Lakes of 33808 Glenylew,
whom he spent a year with as
2 Youth for Understandingstu~
dent two years ago, thinkg e
Is more reason for thfhgap
between generations 1o fper-
many,

“You must remember,’

year-olds in Germany wergha-
2is, A lot of former

that thers &re any Nazls 47 oog.

Merc
By EMORY DANIELS ‘.3

A spark of eothustssty has
been lit which, if It ighites,
could lead to a face-lifting for

“owntown Farmington,

The spark occurred T
night at a Board of Com
diner in the Botsford -
led specifically to discusithe

Birmingham Story" and |That
ataps that clty has and 1s dow
taking to revitalize its central
business district,

* THE KEYNOTE was st by
City Manager John Dmul
told the 60 in the

that a renewed downtown would
take a jolnt etfort from all parts
of the commuaily ad total pz-
volvement,

Speakers from' Birm m
were: Noel Smith, executiviili-
rector of the Birminghalpl -
Bloomfield Chamber of Cgm.
merce; Birmingham City P{}
ner Bill Brownfleld; and }‘;
Kilpatrick of Michigan Bell ¥

Smith said Birmingham

it starf in 1961 when m ir-

chants contributed $18,000 &ira
central business district mﬁ;
The sty gathered dust:

’iameuohanns, at nght. made ice

cream with his host Gary Lake.

HiEven photd)
i

n'Gap

Than America’s

my acqualntances, but I guess
1t there were they wouldn’t ad-
mit to ever being Nazls,”

GUNTER also believes that
he and other German youth are
willing to philesophicallyaccept
the fact that Germany Is & di-
vided country.

“You have East Germany and
you have West Germany and
that's the way i's gaing to
stay,” he poinis out, ‘‘Most

perscns would settle for two,

countries, The division of Ger-
many is a fact and you can't
change it.”

When he raturned home two
years ago after spending a year
1n Farmington, Guoter says he
found himself more receptive
to persons with {deas different
than

bis.
“I found 1 was miore open-
minded to other’s thoughts-o]
had more respect for other

work on the downtown plan, The
architects developed a scale
model of 8 pew downtown area
and presented it to the public,

Through communication, the
interesthpf the residents was
aroused the city commis-
sion was p red into hiring
a professiorhl design firm,
Johnson, Johgson & Roy.

N

BROWNFIELD explained that
2 master plan is only two-di~
mensional  becguse - it is
concerned with land and de-
velopment on the land,

But the concept drawn by
CAC, CDC and Johnson, John~
son & Roy added 2 third di-
mension -~ & downtown that is
pleasing to the eye, accessible
for pedestrians, ttractive
for customers.

An urban design plan was
drawn which called for a full
circular ring roed around the
central business district, The
ring road channels through trat.
fic around downtown anddiverts
customers into the central bus-
iness district,

By eliminating through traf-
flc, the central core 18 rebuilt
to accommodate pedestrians,

e

THE CONCEPT is tobreskup

& group of residents formedl a
Citizns Action 5 to
pressure city hall toward¥ac-
ton,

The CAC formed a Clvic] Oe-
sign Committee campased & 26
local .grehitects who wenf to

|

51

the former through
Birmingham, Instead of @ six
or eight lzne street, trees are
planted

ideas. I found I would lsten
to persons I didn’t agree with,””
he notes.

..

THE BOY from Germany
doesu’t say so, but hints that
Americans might profit by lis=
tening more carefully to world
optnton,

" He- says, ‘“‘Because of the
Vietnam War, Americans have
2 lot of enemies--maybe not
enemies, but certainly not
friends, People all aver the
world are demonstrating agatnst
the War, even the Japanese.
who have been your very good
friel

}iah “The world situae
tlon--Israel, Egypt, Blafra, etc,
--is climbing to & peak and I
don't know what this peak will

“But;”” he counters,"80 per
cent of the Germans also go
thelr own merry way, Theysay,

Renew Or Die'f
ants Challenged

The lanes gre intended only
for cars driven by customery
‘shopping in the busivess core,
The core becomes z “living
district wl!h‘ boulevards,
trees, fountains, dtn;ny cases,
mini-parks, and street furni-
ture,

The plan calls for tearing
down conventional streat lights
and instglling pedestrian lights
which would be located along
bulldings about 12-feet high. Up~
lighting would be added for the
trees,

Stdowalks would be widened,
not caly to provide more room
for pedestrians, but to add a
soft touch by planting flowers,
locating urns and sculptures,

Brownfleld says planners are
also giming at parking enclo-
sures for lots, Instead of anopen
areg, the lot would be encircled
by a wall of stone, brick or con-
crete, It would not be a contin-
uous wall but have breaks for
trees, flowers or bushes,

Lot e s

BEAUTY IS also sought, sald
Brownfield, by seeking to ime
prove the appearance of service
stations, The aim i toeliminate
umnecessary  emtrances &nd
exits, ‘devote more space to
greenery, and eliminating large
and spinning signs,

Brownfleld stressed that the
face-lifting 18 un-

added with traffic lanes balng
reduced to one ineachdirection,

dertaking does not requirea
Contirued on Page 2A

'ovaryth!n: is all right as lan:
23 I'm fine’,*"

GUNTER : DOESN’T always
think  welghty thoughts like
these. He 1qves coming to Am-
erica and protably Likes Amer-
can Sundsy, hebits bemr then
German Sunday

He grins, “In Getmn.ny o
Sunday all you.do is put on
tle and go; to church or go
for 3 walk, Here everything Is
more free--familles and neigh-
bors get logether for & bear
and a good time,’”

LIKE EVERY OTHER 19-
year-old _male, Gunter likes

‘girls ‘and won’t make a com-

parison between American girls
and German girls,

‘Tt's just like trying to com=
pare the sunand the ‘mooe,’”
he indicates, ‘'With the sun you
have warmth and with the moon
you bavé romance, You can't
compare American girls and
German girls--they just have
different perscnalities.'”

(The coeds Gunter went to
school  with . during ‘1967 at
Farmingtod High will be wone
dering if they are the sun or
the moon.)

Woodcreek
Board Urges
‘Yes’ Vote

The Village of Woodcreek Farms this week
became the first Farmington area government
unit to officially urge a “yes” vote November, 4
on the consolidation question.

he decision to endorse the ‘‘yes” vote
was made at mn informal meeting of the

» Woodcreek Farms village board presided
over by President William Brown.

Brown told The Farmington-Enterprise &\
Observer that it was the board's feeling\that resi-
dents should vote “yes” November 4 so a charter

could be -

"Based on the information available
today,” explained Brown, “we are in favor of
the concept of consolidation and hope a favor-
able charter can be developed.

“The village board acknowledges there wﬂl
be a change in gov n the
area and we feel consohdanon seems to Have the
most advantages.”

Village councilmen attending the meeting
which resulted in the endorsement were: Dave
Martin, William Smolek Al Albertson and
William Wortman,

Brown says the hosxd plans to send a
letter to Woodcreek Farms residents in early
September explammg their views and rea:
" sons for urging a ‘“‘yes” vote.

The Woodcreek Farms board also is planmhg
to hold-a public meeting in mid-September to dis-
cuss_consolidation with village residents..

Besides being village president, Brown iis
also chairman of the Joint Study Committee iof

the four area units.

SIGNAL MIXUP - Sofnebody got therr sig:
nals crossed and the result 1s two sireet ghts at
Freedom and Farmington Rds The cay requested
a traffic ight for that intersection The wuaific light
was approved -- on.paper. thal 1s Next the pole
was put up. for the traffic hght. thought the ciy
But. alas. somebody nstalled a bracket for. a
street light which was nat asked for The sighal
hght 1s lost in the paper work and somebody will

probably see red before we motonists do

{Eveil photo}

quy ‘Rezoning qu

To,bfps Shopping Mall

‘The mml.nefm " Township

_Board, at 15 'last meeting, gave

approval to & rezoning request
which will fave thé way for con-
struction of 2 million-dollar
Topps Department Store,

The store is to be bullt on
Orchard Lake near 12 Mile
Rd. in the townshlp, N

‘The action taken by the board
Monday night rezoned 19 lots
trom residential tocommercial
to provide parking area for the
gepartment store, .

. . s

THE MAIN area for the shop.
ping mall bitf been used a5 o
trailer park:.and was already
zoved commerclal, - The re-
matning 19 lots had to be re-
rhoed commercial to lqlurecﬂ

the parcel’ and provide necs .

essary parking space,

‘The rezoning Tequest was re-
commended . by the planning
commission ‘by a 7-2 vote,
‘There was some controversy
oo the commission level since
the Orchard. Lake Stody had
recommended apartments for

that strip,

But the request was adopted
unanimousty by the township
board without discusston,

The boundary for the center
will be Whltéwood, Greening,
Ludden .and !Orchard Lake,
Topps has agreed to advance
$90,000 to the township for
installation of a sewer arm
along Orchard Leke from Bond
north to Pershing sg

v

N OTHER uum,_m board
Tatified this year's contract
with Local 1436 of the Amer{-
can Federation:of State, County
I.M Munieipal Employes

bonding ‘resolution was
ndq:led for a $24,000 water
project to cover an area along
9 Mile Rd, from Middle Belt
o Whit s

Permission was given the
planning commission to meet
four imes & month, Instead of

the present twg meetingsfito.

catch up on a backlog of work.
The becklog fnvolved studles
a4 Tesearch,und not rezoning

requests; explained SII'peMSor
Curdls Hall, i

The board also approved
transfer of a Class C liquor
lcense with dance permit from
the Roman House to Chtj gnd
Ffctor Lim  who are golag to

open a Chinese reshurant at |

30678 Grand Rive;
AR

A NEW SDM license: was
;ppr;ved for a party store a}
9375 10 Mtle, just
Middie Belt, ! eﬂ" o

Permission was given to the
Blue Star Mothers of Americg
to sell Blue Dasles on Sept, -
5, 6, to ratse money for Vet.
erans Hosplfal and assistance
to needy veterans and their
families,

There was some discussion © -

about the problem of Httering
and lojtering at shopplng cen-
ters, parficularly at Westbrook .
Center, The atiorney was in.

‘siructed to Investigate. the

feasibility of drawing an or.
dinance tocover such problems,



