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Suburban Gardener

Try Astilbes-- Showy

Plarit, Elegant FOhage

By BETTY FRANKEL

Astilbes are atiractive per-
ennials with fiower clustersthat
ook 11ke cones of luscious pink
cotton candy, They have ele-
gantly divided foliage of a rich
deep green and tall plumy stalks
of bloom which are displayed
during June, July and August,

These showy looking plants
are easy to grow but need &
rich, deep, moist sofl, They
grow in elther sm or part
shade, K in sun they must be
watered abundantly during dry
weather,

The plants may be planted
in efther spring or fail but,
once’ established it is best to
leave them wndisturbed. They

will then grow loveller each
and In a few years will
develop Into large clumps that

.will be a spectacular sight in
the summer garden,

They may be used effective-
1y in the mixed perennial bed
or displayed egainst thefounda-
tlon evergreens in front of &
house, Stace they thrive in
motst situations they are es-
peclally attractive when planted
at the edge of a pool or pond or
small stream.

IN ADDITION to the native
specles of astilbe which come
from China, Japan and Korea,
there are pumerous hybrid
forms, Colors include deep
garnet red, rosy lllac, peach
pink, fiesh color, and many oth-
er shades of red and rose 2s
well as the more frequently
seen candy pluk,

“Devtchland”” has pure white
blooms on two-foot spikes and

Astilba grandlé has white fiow-
ers on four-foot stalks. Astilbe
davidii has bright magentaflow-
ers on, four-foot stalks in July.
*Irene’ Rotselper'’ has 30-Inch
stems topped with plume-1ike
flowers of bright clear pink,

In addition to their use In the
garden, Astilbes are cholce
plants for greenhouse culture,
They are potted in good loamy
soll and In October the pots
are plunged into the ground
out-of-doors, -

Freezing will not harm them,
Later the pots are brought into
the greenhouss or placed in a
sunny window, Theyneedagreat
deal of molstureand arelatively
cool temperature, They benefit
from feeding with 1iquid manure

or other fertilizer, They come

Into flower In about 10 weeks.

A NEW AEROSOL acrylic liquid stain makes a quick and easy job of
finishing shutters, ornate furniture. fancy scroll work. picture frames and

other hard-to-stain items

The spray stain dries quickly to a uniform color tone. and can be coat-

ed with varnish or other top coats after only 30 minutes of drying.

>

Build a Room Divider
0OM dividers are a great

invention. They afford pri-
‘iney and add to a room's appear-
ance.

For example, in many homes
the front door opens directly into
the living room. Set at one side

of the door and extending into
the room even a short distance, a
dividr. dresses up the room sig-
nificantl

Adding 2 slate or similar floor
inside the door is helpful, too. It
provides & place for wet over-
shoes or rubbers and saves car-
peting.

Con\n'uctmn of 0 room divider®
i simple ou use u peek-

through hurdboard having an in-
lets
but

teresting  design W
thyough some light and air
still is a privacy sereen.

Vel
Two patterns, Cloverleaf and
Camelot (picturcd), by Maosonite
Corporation, are altrictive and
casy to use. With grooved mold-
ings, which are rendily available,

v

the home craftsman can put the
divider together quickly. The
smooth-surfuced hardboard takes
any finish. - Moldings and panels
in various sizes are available at
Jumber and building materials

Rates Increasing -

The worlds population isnow
growing at a rate of nearly
two per.cent a year - double
the rate of two decades 9go.

Patio Hints Bring More Usage

The big move to the outdoors
has begun,

From now HIl October, most
bome owning familfes will

nd an incressing amount of
thelr time on their backyard
patios, for mesls, entertaining,
work, play, reading or 40
Winks,"

According to Robert Jacob-
sen, oulddor lving spectalist,
many families aren't making full
use of the opportunities their
patio offers for taking life eas-
fer during the summer.

He pnsses along a few sug- -

gestions on how o get more out
of outdoor' living:
@ Only the most

case outacors op the patio,
@ Make sure you have plenty
of electrical outlets on the patio
for easy tnstallation of lighting
for evening entertaining or TV
watching,

@ A telephone outlet on the
patio will save a lat of steps,
@ A food preparation and
mending corner for the house-
wife will keep her out of the
Xitchen on warm days,

@ If your backyard space is
lmited, don’t forget the pos-
Hbillues offered by a coverdd
front porch, An aturminum porch
awning will keep the sun nwny

and sliow homeowners to take
advantage of cool breezes that
may be present in the front of the
house,

. ® Domt put your outdoor
furniture away when the sum-
mer ends, There are many warm
days In September and October
when the cool shade of the patio
witl come in handy,

® Eating on the patio is not
just fun on weekends, it Is fust
as’ enjoyable durlng the week,
Serving breakfast on the patic
in the cool of the morning will
get the family offtoa good start,

sun worshipper will stay on the
patio when the rays of the sun
beat down on 1t Addition of an
aluminum patlo cover will make
the patio comfortgble and us-
able all day long,

® To make the patio even
more usgble during the evening
hours when insects are a prob-
lem, consider the Installationof
screen panels along with the
patio cover,

@ Set aside a portion of the
patio where the man of the
house ceh do his summer car-
pentry and other chores in cool
comtort, |

@ I your teenagers is at-
tonding summer school and the
house 15 too warm for study,
set up & desk, chalr and book-

ROOFING
Re-roofing
Free Estimates

Call

Lvonla « 425-5451
Westland - PA 20378

FREE!

- OFFER ENDS JULY 31

FREE MATCHED MOWER

CHECK OUR PRICE
TOPSOIL
DELIVERIES
DAILY

White Marble .

$60 a ton
DELIVERED
IN AREA

UP 7O % OFF ON
Nursery
stock

10" TO 15" YEWS
UPRIGHT
globe

spreaders

croice$2-00

Whether you choose a?7,

FREEL PLAN

Plonned Homes &
AND CUSTOM

35524 Ford Rd. Wartlond, Mich. 48185
VN PAYMENT — FLEXIBLE FINANCING

NING & ESTIMATING|
KITCHEN
FAMILY ROOM
RECREATION ROOM
ATTIC ROOMS
or DORMER

CUSTOM GARAGES

Ovor 30 years building experlence

phov 1 729-3200

Improvement Co.
GARAGE oiv.

lutely free.
]

SALES &

31666 . 8
F arminglon

Both FREE offers good for
a limited time only!

INTERNATIONAL HARVESTER

. OPEN ALL DAY SATURDAY § a.m. -

Spreading
Junipers
ASST. VARIETIES

from $1.49

Pin Oaks
- REG. $8.95
Now $6.95

10 or 12 horsepower,
3.speed Cub Cadet, you get a per-
malched 3-blade rotary mower abso-

SERVICE S e
27700 SEVEN MILE
Mile Road ol PR
476-0960

Observer Want
Ads 422-0900

5 p.m.
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DAMAGED PANEL

SALE
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ELM - BIRCH, MANY OTHERS

PER SHEET
C/C
WHILE THEY LASTI

Many Uses . . .
UNDERLAYMENT = KNEEWALL
REPAIRS * ETC.

ummet Sale Days

CONST. HEART
CALIFORNIA

REDW0OD

2x4.xR/L

22‘ UNEAL
FOOT

\deal for that
PATIO DECK

PEN THURS. and FRI. EVENINGS ‘til 8 p.m.

This sumimer ...

Easy to instail, fow cost,
automatic. Buill for a
lifetime. Pulls out
supelhealed lrappec
atlic air. Keeps
living areas
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