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Jobs? None Around
Young, Hungry,
Desperate Couple

For

By GLENNA MERILAT

“If you are under 18 years
of age then you don't need to
resd this, you already know the
dlmnmn and  discourage-
ment in trying to sacure g job,
any job,"”

These are the bitter words
that a young 17-year-old mar-
Tied woman who Itves in Li-
vonla recently wrote to The
Obssrver Newspapers,

Lorna and Michgel Torok have
& right to be bitter,

They want work and camt
find 1t; she's oo young and her
19-year-old husband’s flaming
mane of red hair, which is com-
plemented by a mustache snd
goztes, have prevented large,
conservative firms from con-
sidering him as an employe,

“The lsdy at the last place
1 went spent most of the inter-
view trying to get through to
me that T must maintain & busi-
bess-liks sppearance,” sald
Michael who in turn has had
difffculty "nmnx mrmzh" to

41 the money ran out,

Lorna wants any kind ofa job,

Her enormous dark eyes are
serious g5 sha says, I did
have a job ata hamburger place,
but I quit when I thought Miche
ael would be gptting work, When
1t dide't work out that way I
went back, but they said they
‘weren't hiring,'

She bas heard the aame thing
from any tcumber of similar
Places in the pest few weoks,

Lorna has a high school di-
ploma she received this June
from Plymouth High School, She
and Michael have been married
2 little more than one month,

The couplé fsn't starving, but
Michaol Is tall, has & healthy
appetits and admits that a diet
of macaron), kool-aid and bread,
leaves & lot to be desired In
the prote(n department,

L

THEY DO have 2 fow things
going for them, One. is his
ability to draw plans for &

a1y mumbe. employ.
ers that hc works thﬂhnnﬂl
and ot his hair,

» .

MICHAEL WANTS & job In
industrial design, He was grad-
uated in the **top part’ of his
class at Bentley High School
in 1987, has sttended Datroit's
8chool of Arts and Crafts and
went to Schoclcraft Collage un-

ls 1 anothe
or is that the $200 per month
rent on his mother's four-bed-
room home is split with two
other people,

Thess, and other frisnds also
have halped with the food site
uation,

On the deblt side gre the
bills which Michsel estimatesat
"00, but the talu is rl.(ud

another $100 by Lorra, who
reminds her husband of all the
“fitle things" that must be
paid back,

There's a car in the tree-
shaded yard, but it has po fn-
surance, no gas, and repeated
expensive repalrs in the lgst
few months gre one more rea-
son for the couple's indebted.
ness,

“Ho can't take a delivery
job, because tha car's in such
bad shape,” said Lorns, and
then sdded, *'we’'re even afraid
to drive it to the store without
lasurancs,”

..

THE COUPLE WAS obviously
surprised that their letter re-
ceived any response.

*We don't want a handout
or anything Ilke that,” said
Michasl,

“We were fust angry and
frustrated and wanted people
lc hww how hard it is for

oung peopls who want work,
w find 1t sald Lorna, about
the letter’ that she ended with
what she calls »an attention
getter,

It satd: «It looks as though
W will be stereo-type drop-
out hipples, We mv- 1o cholce

tuvnn". Inuurdupunllan may-
be will turn to drugs,..,
ulllna them, "

Over Half Of State’s

Mora than’ half the state’s
roads are deficient, according
to Henrtk E. Stafseth, director
of the Department of State High-
Ways, desplte the two-year old

~ Good Roads Package,

That 1867 law raised gas and
welght taxes but inflation had
hit bullding programs hard, ac-
cording to Stafseth,

In 2 spectal letter to The Ob-
server, Stafseth saldthat ‘from
1985 to 1968, costs of labor and
materials fose about 33 per
cent, They arb still climbing,"

He said inflation, plus new

safety standards have “entirely
wiped out the benetits of the Good
Package.”
“ee w
STAFSETH was replying to
critics in some areas of the state

.who have been complaining that

the department had been short
changing thefr area on new
roads, He sald recent news-
paper clippings crossing his
desk had iropliedthe department

, Was bullding new roads {nareas

that did not need them,
“I would be the last to dis-
agree with the “Port Huron

Times Horald” that M.2{ be-
tween Port Huron and Lapeer
is badly in need of replace-
ment or repair, Or with the
'Adrien Telegram’ that M.52
needs upgrading, Or with the
“Blg Raplds Ploneer” that
US-131 north and south of the
city 18 sadly deficlent for the
traffic 1t must carry, Or with
the “Escanaba Press'that sev-
eral Upper Pealnsula highways
o Topalr and improvement,
Magy other highwaysthroughout
the jstate can be cited for sim!-
lar¥ inadequacies,’” Stafseth

“I didwt want ber to put
that in,” sald Michasl, then he
grinoed and said, “but then I
thought, ‘oh, what the beck.’s

e

THEY BOTH ADMIT that be.
coming involved with drugs is
something that peither would
consider, should things get
worse,

The two also seemed aghast
at the suggestion of unemploy-
ment compensation,

“Weltare, that's for people
with kids,”” said Michael, who
alzo will not apply for a loan,
even if he could find a co-
signer,

“We don't want to get any
deeper in debt, we want to
take care of the bllls we've
got,"” he sald, .

A natural question 1s one
regarding help from their par-
ents,

“My mother depends on the
rent we pay bar to pay for
bar own house and Lorna’s par-
onts have elght children to sup-
port,” sald Michasl, who does
have & ‘'rich grandmother'* but
one who has recently curtalled
the monoy she was giving them.

Bo thereit1s, The story behind
8 bitter lettar that did notcarry
the postmark of an inner city
alum, but rather one that wes
madled from cool shady, subur-
ban Livonia,

sad,

“Wnile every newaspaper is
concerned primarily with Uis
own ares, and properly so, the
constant concern of the Depart.
ment of State Highways is the
entire state trunkiine system,
all 8,215 miles of it,” he zdded,

“Our fine freeway system can
be deceptive to the aversge mo-
torist, for while it carries 38.5
per cent of the traffic on state
highways, it constitutes only
about 18 per cent of the trunk-
1ine system, " Stafseth sald,

“Every mile of trunkiine is

Free Tuition, Books And Transportation

25 Inner City Scholarships
Asked By College Trustee

Schooleraft Board Trustee
James Boswell’s sweeping pro-
posed changes In board organ-
lration; as well as his plan to
ofter to 25 inner

do that,” she satd,
e

BOSWELL CHALLENGED
her and sald the law could be
strictly or loosely,

city youths dominated the reg-
ular meeting of the board,

Boswell had requested:

*An end to study sessions by
the bmm .

*Rotafing thé chairmanship,
& move' Schoolerattattorney Ed-
ward Draugells termed illegal,

*A ban on employment by the
distric{ of member's of the board
untl after five years had lapsed
past the end of their respective’
terms,

*Rotation of the seating ar-
raogement at the Board table,

*A change in the land pur-
chase policy of the college,

*Scholarships for Inner City
youths 'so “this instituticn can
ETOW WP & DIt

1 can't interpret ‘two years'
any other way than two years,”
she replied,

New board member Dr, Ro-
bert Geake suggested Boswell
move the question; Boswell re-
plied that the board “was not
free to act In 1ts own Interest.”

His motion torotate the chalr-
manship died for a lack of &

State Police
Slate Auction
Of Goods

The 15th annual State Pole
ice auction of confiscated and

of
and & posaible study ofadminis-
trative salaries,
N

i

THE BOARDSPENTNEARLY
two and a half hours on the
matters, The question of study
sessions was handed to the
board's policy and bylaws com«
mittes, hesded by Dr. George

On the second matter, after

“h Draugelis's ruling that

stats law said Mrs, Jane Moehls
was elected chalrman for two
years oo & logal basis, Boswell
mid the board **could do whatft
wanted.’”

You can inform the lawyer
he 18 full of you know what, and
that T will continve to seek an-
swers to this question,” Bos-
well said,

Mrs, Mcahle said she !o
the board uad to follow P
Act 331, as directed by Dnu-

golis,
] won't relay your mu mes-
sage to him (Draugelis), Youean

will be
conducted Thursday, Aug. 21,
in

second, .
DR

BOSWELL’S THIRD motion,
that current Board ‘members
might not seek employment at
the college until five yearsafter
the end of thelr term of office,
was péferred to the policy and
bylaws committen,

“At least five, of maybe ait
of the board, could be product-
ively employed by this insttu-
tion, and that clearly 18 a con-
flict of intsrest,” Boswall satd,

Trustse Paul Mutnlk said he
would agree thatnoBoard mem-
ber should be employed while
they are in office, Mrs, Moehle
questioned whether or not the
ruling would violate someone’s

clvil rights,
Boswell's request to rolate
seating was not acted upon,

Trustee Clarke Oldenburg said
he “couldn’t sao any reason for
i

Boawell said “seating ar-

714 South Harrison Road, East
Lanslng,

The sale 15 expected to be
about a5 large aslastyear when
the gross was $5,229, second
biggost n the auction’s history.
Last yoar's net proceeds were
$3,699. Auction income 15 turne
ed into the state treasury,

Items  for sale include
watches, jewelry, radics,
cameras, bicycles, car parts
and’ accessories, bhand and
powar tools, clothing and hunte
ing and fisting equipment and
other articles.

The auction is authorized by
law to dispose of confiscaisd

- and unclaimed articles whose

owners could not be identifted,
tems and equipment lost or
abandoned at state parks and the
personal effects of persons who
died 1n state nstituticns without
leaving heirs,

play a vital part in
viawpolnt.'” Dr, Geake called it
a “ouisance.’”

After passing Boswell’s ques-
ton of land purchase policy over
to the policy committes, the
board turned to the question of
scholarships  for , inner city

‘“This Is important, Most col-
leges are doing something to
help tnner city youth,” Bos-
well said,

..

DR, GEAKE SAID he !t that

there were disadvan in the

district that should be helped

first, “We were olected to rep-
resent this district first,” he
s

d,

Boswell said he thought that
such aview was “isalationism,”

'New Trustee Joht M, LaRue
aakod that the sdmintstration
report on how much such apro~
fect would cost, The board
agreed,

Boswell’s proposal calls fora
bus to bring lnner city youth to
the college daily, with the school
paying for tution, books and
travel. A bus would behiredand
boused at Wayne State Univer-
sity, under Boswell’s plan,

-

ON THE FINAL Boswell mat-
ter, studylng administrative
salaries, Dr, Eric Bradner,col-
lege president produced a
recommendation that the board
hire Ernst and Ernst to conduct
a compensation and organiza-

ton study of the college’s 26 ,

administrators,
Boswell objected to Bradner's
stion, .

“That firm can’t criticize
your business if it audits your
books, All evidence points to
using separate firms for gudit-
ing and coosultant services,”
Boswell said,

The Board, however, on Paul
Mutnlk's motion, approved the
study, Boswell and Mrs, Moehle
voted no,

OOES THE TRAIL go over the hill nto the dark-

ness and depth of despair?

That's the guestion before

Mr and Mrs Michael Torok, of Livania. as they tread

Wednesday, July 23, 1969

hand and hand over this dusty two lane path in their
-search for jobs - which they haven't been abie to find

as yet

(Observer phato by Vince Witek)

Deﬁ01ent Blame Inflation |

inspected by the Department
every year and.given a “suffi-
clency rating", which indicates
s physical condition and ability
to carry existing traftic, The
Iatest rating shows that nearly
5,800 miles of state highways --
o per cent of the total -~ are
deficient,"”

“Using this tnlormnllon, plus
data from traffic surveys and
other studies, the Department
operates under 3 cootinuing
five-year constructon pro.
gram, Work is scheduled where
1t 18 needed most, The Umiting
factor 18 money or, more ac-
curately, the inadequacy of the
mongy that's avaflable for what
needs to be dons.

-

dTwo QUESTIONS Thear fre-
quently are these: -

With all the millions of dol~
lars being paid by motorists
through gas dnd weight taxes,
why fsn't there enough money
to do the job? Why didn*t the
1967 Good Roads Package, which
raised gas and welght taxes,
take care of the problem?

“To explain, 1 should first
point out that the lion’s share
of capital outlay hpds -- more
than 80 per cent of the $211
million fn federal money ex-
Ppected to be available inthefis-
cal yeer just beginning -- wlll
be spent on the Interstate free-
way system. With the federal
government paying 90 per cent
of the cost, this is the greatest
bargain in the Nstory of road-
building.

Michlgan, like every ather
state, is taking full advantage
of it. To do otherwise, would
substantially reduce the amount
of. federa! aid coming to the
state withowt increasing the
anount available for other con-
struction, The 42,500-mile In-
terstate system should be cor-
pleted about 1975, after which
we expect to concentrate on
improving the rest of thetrunk-
1ine system,

“Now for a little mathe-
matics, The state’s 46 per cent
share of gas and weight taxes
which support the Motor Vehicle
Highway Fund (34 per cent goes
to the countles and 20 per cent
to the citles) should total about
3172 milllon in this fiscal yoar,
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Add to that about $2 millon trom
the sale of excess property
bought for highway construc-
ton,

“Ot the $174 million, we will
pay about $40 million for highe
way maintenance, $37 million
to retire bonds that financed
highways already bullt, $31 mi1-
lon for ndmlnish-mnn tnclud-'
ing administration of construc-,
tion projects, and $8 miliog!
for retirement funds, luyport‘
of the Civil Service Depart-|
ment and Attornsy General's,
Office and similar fixed costs.!

D

“ABOUT $58 million will re-!
main for trunkline and bridge
construction, Of that amount,’
$16 milion will be spent on
the Interstate system and about!
$15 milllon for resurfacing,
satety projects and stmilar
work,

“That leaves only $27 million |
for the entire non-interstate:
trunkline system, to be matched |
by the federal government for
a total of $54 million, With
Dew freeways costing well over
$1 miilion a mile inrural areas,
with new rural two-lane high-
ways running sbout $300,000
a'mile, 1t 1s quite evident that.

$54 million Wil not go very far,
Urban construction costs much
more,

“The Good Roads Packige,
which raised gas and weight®
taxes, is producing sbout $53
million 2 year for road pur-
poses, The state's share was
adjusted to 46 per cent, Ad-
ditionally, the state now must
Ppay the entire cost of freeway
Ughting for safety fn the cities

Draugelis
Reappointed
Legal Aide

Plymouth attorney Edward F,
Draugelis was renamed legal
council for Schoolcratt College
by the Board of Trustees last
week,

Draugells will serve for the
1969-70 school year,

In similar action, the ‘Board
delayed naming an auditor.
Thelr current auditors, the firm
of Ernst and Ernst, have not
finished this year’s audit.

They were up for re-appoint-
ment but the Board stdelined
action until the audit {s com~
plete.

and pay seven-~eights ofthenon~
federally aided portion of state
highway comstruction within a
city (up from three-fourihs)

“The same legislation re-
quires a ysarly $3.5 milifon al-~
location from the Motor Vehicle
Highway Fung to retire Macki-
nac Bridge bdnds andtriplesthe
State Waterways Commission’s
share of gasoline taxes to cne
and one-helf per cent of gross
receipts,

‘Couple those increases with
that old bugeboo, inflation, In
recent years, it has hitthe road-
building industry even harder
than it has driven down the value
of the dollar inthe general econ-
omy, & has forced postpone-
ment of programmed Smnruc-
tion,

“This, 1 hope, will explain
the bind we're in and help you
to understand why we cannot
build all the highways that need
to be bullt. Translating the
problem Into dellars and cents,
we estimate that the State High-
way Department will receive
less than $1.2 billion from pre-
sent revenue sources in the
next five years, Our estimate
of highway needs in that period
is $4,5 billion," Stafseth con- -
cluded,

KARATE EXHIBITION

Saturday - July 26
iAn exhibition of Judo will be
held on the Wonderland stage
in the center of the mall from

Nam.to7 p.m.
. Every Other Hour

July 23 Thru July 26

11 a.m. to 8 p.m.

WOMOERL

| PLYMOUTH at MIDDLEBELT ROADS
LIVONIA

ARTISTS AT WORK SERIES

See various artists show and sell
ceramic sculpture, pottery and paintings
under the Big TopZWest End of Malfl from

CENTER
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