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5 WASHINGTON, D.C.

The Army’s personnel office,
in 2 letter to 1Stk District
Congressman Jack McDonald,
, has confirmed that the mem-

bers of the 424th Persoanel
Services Company will be or-
dered home from Vietnam in
October.,

The Livonla-based ArmyRe-
serve unit was aclivated In
May 1968 #nd sent to Vietnam
1n Octover,

, .

CoL, FRED D, Clarke Jr,,
executive officer of the Army's
Enlisted Perscanel Directorate
1n Washington, D.C,, sald In
latter to McDoald:

“The 424th Persoonel Ser-
vices Company was sentto Viet-

.-

nam in October 1968; tharefore,
3 v

DREAMING OF WHAT is yet 1o come are Ins and Ron Hili, who have resided
in Lwonia for thé mast eight years, as they look at a picture story of the devetop-
ment of space equipment and models. including the Apollo 11
& saccessful fhght designing the Laser Ranging Retro-Reflector that was placed

Ron bad a role in

(Observer photo by Craig Gaffield) |

the members who accompanied
the unit will be eligible for re-
leass upon completion of the
normal one - year tour in
October, 1969,

‘The letter was in reply to\
inquiry rade by Me q
ob the release of the Reser-
vists,

Earller ihis year, rumors
spread that the members of the
umit would serve in Vietoam un-
til December 1969, The 424th
Persconel Services Company
had 139 men m it was form-

serving in Viastmam, however,
because s0me were approaching
their discharge date and some

~fafled physical examinations

betore leaving for Vietnam,

CHECKING A MODEL of the Laser beam. which s now resting on the moon
ang sending back informaton for scientific study. are Ron Hill {nght). project en-
gineer and designer. and chief aide, James Rintella. The two L\vomans had major
% 7 roles in the development and perfection of the beam

October Release Date
Set For Reservists

TOL. CLARKE potes in the
letter that returning Reservists
‘with 150 days or less remain-
ing to serve will be qualified to
‘be released under the “early
release program,”

Those with 24 months of xc~
tive duty, fincluding traintng
periods, are normally exsmpt
from mandatory assignment to
Reserve units, Those with ac-
tive duty In a bostile fire zone
will Dot be assigned to a Ready
Reserve mnit under any circum-
stances, the Army peraconel of-
ficer say8 in the latter,.

Most Reservists credited
with 24 months active duty are

(By R.T. THOMPSON

“The aclentistshaves dream,
and oar job 18 40 meke 1t into
2 practical thing,” is te very

cessful Apolio 11 flight to the
moo,

Roo and bis wife Iris, who
bave English accents that could
only ‘come from ooe place —
o British Isles — have been

2 member of the stalf st the
Beodix Corp, research center
in Aan Arbor,

" And both bad more then a
bit of interest in the flight of
the Apollo 11 and the events
that followed after the success-
ful landing on the moon,

..

FOR THOSE who followed the
landing via television -- and
who didnt? — remember the
relatively small square plece
'of equipment the two astronauts
bandled 80 carefully before
placing 1t on the moon's sur-
face?

‘That gadget is s Laser Rang-
ing Retro-Reflsctor, soon to
reflect Laser beams back to

goes well, and it apperently
has thus far - is to enable &
measurement between the earth
and the moon to be made within
six inches. It Wil ‘show the
wobble of the earth and also
the shift 6f the continents, Allof
these reports may hst scien~
Hsts predict earth
mmnMymmwmt
he is & project engineer and
a design supervisor, has a
strong feeling that other things
aro coming out of the Laser
beams, but culy the sclentists
know what they mean.
e

A8 THE PROJECT englneer

“and design swervisor incharge

of the development of the LRRR
J{abbreviation for Laser
Retro-Reflector), small wonder
why the Hills had so much
interest in the flight and its
success,

Ron worked on the develop-
ment of the reflector for long
hours, incloding meny days when
24 hours were hardly enough,
It was last October when Ben-
Aix entered the didding for the
project under NASA.

AB Roo states 1t, “It {8 our
project to msks z sclentific

dream become & practical

"

That's exuctly what he and
his co-workers started to do
last October, Bendix received
the contract, early concept mod-
els were hastily constructed
and spproved --final approval
comes from the astronauts

“WE KNEW we had a big job
to do in what sctmlly was a

College Sets
New Exam Date

Because bad weather prevented many applicants from at-
tending the last of the regularly scheduled comseling tests at
Schooleraft College on July 24, the college sdmissions office

has announced & new test date,

Director of Admissions Barbara Geil said tbe test is re-
acbeduled for 9 Am., Saturday, Aw. 18, 1nthe Lois L, Water-
18 required for admission to the

man Campus Center, The test

college.’

Registration for the fall term ts scheduled for Tuesday and

\inmy, Avg. 26 and 27,

188 Gell said the rescheduling of the test will provide an

owmmny for other spplicants who may have missed coe of

the three previously scheduled dates to take“the lm prior to
the beginaing of the fal) semester,

Applicants intending to take the test on Aug, IG must make

A reservation by.calling the Schoolcraft Collegs Admlulau

Office at $61-6400.

-we &id and the LRRR thatlanded off oo

short period of Hme,"” smiled comtdown calendar in much
Ron, “but we have tackied big the smame styls as the count-
jobs befare, and we were con- Gown {5 handled for the actmal
fident we would succeed, That flight. Just a5 the filght went
schodule, so did our
work”

Ron and every one of the many
‘who worked o the LRRR pro-
fect are proud of thelr product

Ron recalls that the first and its performances, and even
chore was tomake variousmod- moTe proud that they stayed
els for training and testingpur~ Tight on budget from the start
poses, a taskinwhichbereceiy- o the fintsh,
od

on the mocn was delivered to

Then the
his No, 1 alde, James Rin- flight model into the Lunar Mod-
tella, another Livontan, ule on Apollo 11, Ron had to

«We d out with 2 model M‘eﬂhermﬂad\eue@ind
that  ineloded boles 25 & result of the high temp-
for the reflectors,” he sald. eratures the experiment would
e didu't know how many f bave to stand trom the ascent

require to get the fob suxeanﬁnemhke-oﬂ.
done, At the same HMe W8  up canit be said that the
m’::: 'e::ﬂ:anﬂmy m:l: raime of Ron HiIl L't on the
[4 TIoRn moon,” he says with a great

t7pe of glass” (fumd gegl of pride, I personally
sillca) from which to constrnct made and sewed the Beta cloth
the reflectar called “‘cOrDers.” thermal cover andIwove into the
One hundred reflectors werere= cloth my name, So I guessyou'd
quired for this experiment and have to say that Ron HIl ac-
together they are described a8 .ompanted tha Apollo 11 to the
anarray. moon, oot in body, but in spirit

“AL the same time the exrly 03 VA 4D lnscription in the

planning incloded estimatingthe Dot2 cloth” -
tota) Dumber of men needed 0 ¢ o WASCALLED o Houston
e the job In the specified to sit in the section reserved
time and s careful study of costs,
“Then with that item setiled,
we began the task of deslgning,”
ces

AS THE DESIGNER, Roo had*
to decide what the reflector
‘would lock liks to give it max-
1mum efficiency.

‘Then began the task of pre-
paring a model that would look .
exactly liks the final project.
It was tested, adjustmenta were
‘made, and then & training model
Wis made espectally for use
of the Astromauts Nefl Arm-
strofg and Edwin Aldrin, who"
‘were destined to place It on
the moon, The third asige-
naut, Mike Collins, who piloted
the Command Apollo while hts
two crew mates landed on the
moon, also participated in the
tralning, which took place in
Houston,

‘There was a period whea Ron
spent conaiderable time In New
Orleans working on the Apollo
program’ communications ship
USNS Twin Fallsusedass float-
ing ground station down range,
Then on this program he was
sent to Cape Kennedy ‘to work
with the astronauts, teaching
them bow to haedle the LRRR
and espectally bow to detach 1t
from the Lumar Landing Modale
prior to placing it on the moon,

* s

DURING THAT TIME, he be-
came acquainted with Nell Arm-
strong and Buzx Aldrin, whombe
terms &5 “superd” individuals,
perfectly. trained and sdapted
for the mocn fight,

““We bad periodic reviews
with NASA officlals and Bendix
exmcotives on fhe progress and
Hming,” said B, “We falt
Wa were ou target from the very
beginning. We even had &

Wednesdny, July 30, 1969

for the sclence staff near mis-
sion  coatrol to support the
astronauts during their Extra
Vehlcular Activity, He had »
seat there for the entire fiight
ou the day of landing with the
sole alm of offering any advice
had the astronauts encountered
trouble in removing the LRRR
from the landing. module ang
setting 1t up and alming it back
to earth.

As it turned out there wus
a minor problem that was quick-~
Iy resolved by Bugz Aldrin by
making an adjustment that made
the task of removing the LRRR
comparalively &asy,

. uli's a great feellng and a
privilege to know that you have
béen part of a group involved
in such an epic event,” sald
Ron. “I don't think I'll ever
have & prouder moment,"”

- And s wite, Iris, Stand-
ing quietly aloagside echoed his
wards.

“I felt that I had a part In
this project just as much as
my busband,” she smiled,
«“Night after night, he worked
overtime, and during that ime
1 started studying the moon and
reading everything I could about
the astronauts, When they made
the successfl landing and

TEST RUN on the placing s&-the Laser beam-on the moon by ar ast
was part of the work conducted at the Bendix research faboratory n Ann
Two members of the engineering staff watch a fellow worker, wearing the il
equipment of an astrgnaut. carefully placing the beam on the surface

How Ron Hill’s Name Landed On The Moon

Engineer Tells How Reﬂector Was Designed For Astronauts-

return, I felt that I knew each
-es well as my husband,”
...

WHAT DOES A pace project
engineer and deslgn supervisor
do 1n bis spare time?

Ron has a hobby of carving
mintatures, and a visit to his
home makes one wonder if he
ever firds Hme to work on
projects. He has a wonderful
collection of miniature figures
many of which are animatedamd
in some ofwhich hehas installed
music boxes,

Quite a guy, this Ron Hill -
a destgner and project englneer
with an intense desire to make
§00d -- he did with the LRRR
as he bas done with many pro-
Jects for Bendix tn the past,

He 1S 2 native of Montreal,
but moved to England at the
age of eight and received his
schooling there, Ron holds na-
tonal certificates in mechan~
lcal and electrical englneering,

Just as a bit of a sidenote,
both of the Hills have vivid
recollections of the rocket
bombing of the London area when
Hitler and his forces were trying
to bend England under,

“‘Twas quite frightening

then," both state, “It isanother
memory that will live with us
untli the day we pass on,”

v}maul
thar

This simu

lated the-same procedure in the recent Apollo 11 landing on the moon

‘
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. 3 to 3:30 p.m. Then, *

"yozo‘v'n-li CLOWN
Saturday-3 to 4 p.m..

'BOZO" will appear on the Wonderland stage from

FRIDAY -7 to 9 p.m.
SATURDAY -.2 to 4 p.m.
AND 7 to 9 p.in.

Your opportunity to challenge a Chess Expert under
the Wonderland Big Top. You tould win a trophy if
you defeat our Chess Expert.

PARKS & RECREATION BATON TWIRLING EXHIBITION
WEDNESDAY - AUGUST 6

See an exhibition of Baton Twirling on the Wonder-
land stage from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

OMDERLODD

PLYMOUTH a¢ MIDDLEBELT ROADS, *
VONIA s

BOZO™ goes down Wonder-
fand's new Jet Slide. Free autographs for the kids.

‘SIMULTANEQUS OPEN CHF;S EXRIBITION

CENTER |




