Lectures on adventures a] sea

A tall ship sails into a sailor’s lifelong dream ~

—_

By JUDY OWEN

It's not often a man gets o see his
lifelong dream come true. but for Art
Erikson, the Osprey represents the
culmination of one dream nnd the be-
ginning of another

rikson o! Birmingham loves the
veling and the out-of-doors.

t l" he loves those ships of the
past with the sails and figging

For the past 15 vears, he has been
sharing his experiences with others as
he made travel films and hit the lec-
ture circuit visiting college campuses
and speaking to civic groups.

His films and lectures usually en-
compassed anthropology. natural his-
tory and natural sciences of his trevels
and Erikson has done occasional mu-
seum exhibits. ¢

But Erikson's long-standing dream
was to have his own sailing s ngx

“IT HAD ITS basis in dreams for a
lifetime and also in about four and 3
}nldr years of doggone hard work.”
a1

The Osprey is a 172-foot long Bar-
guentine ship — a combination of a
full-schooner and full-rig ship Proba-
bly the most impressive features of the
ship are the masts, spars and riggings
which support the 10,000 square feet
of sails. he sai

The next ieg of Erikson’s dream is to
put the ship to use and provide some
dream material for others. He will do
that in the fall when 50 persors join
him for a 20-month adventure which
will take them around the world

Erikson's search for the ship began
in this country, however, when that
proved unsuceessful he turned to Eu-
mrr_ where armed with a backpack
filled with blueprints, he followed one
tip after another arvund the continent

HE WAS TRACKING down ships,
surveying them to <ee if they could be
convegted for the tupe of use in which
he was interested .

GARAGE DOOR
OPERATORS
FORANY 000R
GENIE “450"
$179 Instalied

“ Year Warranty
Any SOurD

ALLIANCE
AUTOMATIC DOOR CO.

$31-0890 or 358-3833
SOUTHFRIELD

KAST

3803 Telegraph ot Orchord Lo
330-9235  e427130 U230

A RICT r:m:!i

Digruty
and Good Taste
Distinguish Every
Phase of .
Our Service

St S

TS SIS AL 4 TS
a7 € ICMALIEY LY Wy

“These were active ships. They were

moving,” he explained. This meant
added traveling to catch up with them.

When it became apparent that this
was not going to net him the type of
vessel already rigged nnd outfitted
that he wanted, he turned his search
elsewhere — to sailing ships which
had rigs and masts remov

“They were hardly recowuizable as
sailing ships,” he said:

The Osprey, built in 1837 in Suedel.
was such a ship.

ERIKSON RETURNED to Bit-
mingham to g' ick up his family and in
July 1974 with his wife Becky, daugh-
ter Laurie and the family dog and tut-
tle, returned to nmuL .

Jhey immediately moved onto the
ship and lived lhcn‘(hmuﬂlout its ex-
tensive revamping “when they \|’-
(ualil\ toFe lhe whole ship apart,” ke
said .

He estimates that between 150 and
200 persons were involved in the trans-
formation They included architects,
engineers, blacksmiths, sailmakers,
riggers and sparmakers,

Erikson chose the trees for the rig-
wing from a privately owned forest in
Denmark. The steel mast came from
Holland The architect was Danish
The sails came from Sweden

< wai

WHILE ALL OF this was going nn
Eriltson way busy murvuwmg.rc
for the crew which was to sail
prey to America.

And therewere the usual delays
with labor strikes and shipyard shut-
d‘lu'ns playing havoc with the sched-
ule.

“But the i lm rtant thing is that we
e -hm — » staggering
job,” Erikson ul

All the time, the Eriksons who had
added son Ivan to their family wanted
to beat the winter weather.

They first took the ship to ses in &
full gale. The next time out when ex-
perts went along to check the compass,
it was an ideal day.

BL’I‘ THE ERIXBONS were tosuf-
fer more delays when severe winter
storms hit all across Eurol

They finally set sail for Germany on
Jan. 4in the middle of the night, then
ited for a break and headed into the
North Sea where, Erikson said, “the
ship proved herself for the first time.”

The ship is equipped with a German-
riisde engine to provide another source
of power than sails.

He pointed out that although the Os-
pre\ was built in Denmark it was de-

igned for use in the tropics where it
muld make maximum use of the trade
winds.
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Distances to be raced range from seven
miles for intermediates o 35 miles for the
semor | and 11 racers

“THROUGH BLOW, carefu), intel-
ligent handling and mmwvtrinx." the
Osprey made it to the Can: v [slands
where minor adjustments and mainte-
nance were taken care’of. The family
took on supplies for tha month-long
mg scroms the Atlantic,

ow the Eriksohs will put the 0Os-
prey to the use for which she 3
tended — world-wide expeditions,
study, research, sail training, cruising

{lu& water adventure.

'. It wil) all begin in the fall when with
his family and the 50 persons who have
signed up to join them, Erikson will
begin a 20-month voyage.

“lwillbea full-u)le upequn We

Y 8
gions of the world,” he said
He is quick to point out that this is
not a pleasure cruise. Expedition
members must be expected to have the
stamina to helg with the maintenance,

painting, scrubbing and other mun-
dane chores which must be performed
to keep the Osprey shipshape.

“IT°8 BOTH mental and physical.”
he said "ll isn't child's play

The expedition will spend sbout 50
percent of the time on the ship. Some
will be (urmlnu Kroups to study their
specific interests. Some will be getting
college credit

All will be giving up 2 months of
life in one place

“They will be breaking the train
frum the cradle to PhD) to retirement
to lﬂul")‘ do something different,” he
said. "1t will leave them more ade-
quately pnpamﬂ to fall into the rou;
tine of life”

And they will have have the $9,500 to

cover the cost of the trip.

Erikson said that there are still a
few, openings for persons interested in
area change of pace which. involves a
lot of work. Pessons interested in join-
ing the group should ‘contact him at
293 Berwyn, Birmingham, wm

By JOHN BOZO

\then the hast of louring profesuonals de-
upon Wabeek (i y Cb
Blmmheld Hills for the Fourth Annual
JP. McCarthy-Wabeek 197 PAL In-
viiational July 20."they will benefit from
preparations begun in Apnl 3d carmed
ot by over 400 people.

Larry Tomasinw. head golf profesuonat
at Wabeek. notes that the course will be
roped olf prwor ta the event, allowmg the
000 expected spectators o view action
from around the perimeter of the coure

In 1975. the event drew a crowd of
15,000. and witl Lhe addition of tounng pro-
fessionals likel Arnold Paimer and Jack
Nicklaus, Tomasino expects ths years
total could hil the 25.000 merk

A one-day tournament with all proceeds
going o the Police Athietic League. the
event earned 967.000 for m)wowm
goup last year

Play wll begin with a Zieam shotgun
start at 0.3 a m and another Z2-team shot.
R start 3t 115 pm The sholgun start.
or Texas Scramble. begns play ‘wtth
teams on evcry hole whem a gun
sounded

Touring goll prolesvonals and local gol
prolessionals will serve as fith men to
teams of four armateurs Each of the ama-
teurs pays $00 for the privilege of playing
with the professional golfer

ml»\ddpuymudsrm-dnpm

land forms a'natural ampahestre and (ans
are able 1o st and observe play
-will have limeted access o
the 11th, 1Zth, and t3th hokes where. Toma-
uno sad, mrnuanmdmnw
way of the gol
Wlhlvelultmtnﬂﬂnﬂmulm
players.” Tomasino said. “putting lime on

nmua&rhnrﬂs(«l’:ﬂen
During the tournament,

have volunteered (o serve as marshalls
Gﬂ!cnmt_xmﬁlmuw
maintenance crew will cul the greens late

'
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An Encluon chatting his course at seo-

PAL tournament
draws touring pros

PAL'S GOLF tournament began w1 1973
when Detroit’s popular bruadcast personal
ny. J P. McCarthy, agreed to host a ocal
charnily golf tournament at a beand new
Wabeek Country Club

Amateurs paid $150 to play with proes
sonal golfers i that hird year and there
was no gallery of xpectators. The sue of
the amateur playing (ee. the number of
prolesuonal golfers and celebrties. and
the size of the gallery have all grown i
each of the lollowing yrars.

George Bayer won the fird tournament
with 2 69 and J C Snead took top honors
the following year with a course-record 67.
last year Tom Shaw succeeded @1 kower-
ing the course recurd 10 88 and winnng
the lournament.

There will be a halenone cuest on

of the par three's. In the 1974 lourna:
ment. Chick Rutan need the par three. 151
yard number eight hole to win a new

Plymouth Duster An ace ths year would -

net the golfer a new Chrysler Corporation
aomobile

! Goif professionals will ht from the biue
tee markers and play 658 yards. while
amaleurs will hit from the white and cover
€100 yards in 18 holes of play

As an additional atlraction. trick shat ant-
1t Paul Haho Jr. will put on a demonstra.
Lon’at approximately 6 X pm

rovided by the Wumament Lo

L . rackets.
pucks. and all he-equipment necessary (0
run its_athletic programs.
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FRIDAY & SATURDAY
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Monday and again early Tuesdsy morming |
The Wabeek course will be famuliar to st

beast one of the . Jack

Nicklaus, mmmmw”
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RIB EYE STEAK ......
CHOPPED BEEF DINNER

-

ENJOY “MOON DANCE"
THURSDAY. FRIDAY & SATURDAY

T BUSINESSNINS LUNCHEON ® -ouumu;uui AR
Mon.-Tues.-Wed.-Th .
NEW YORK STRIP STEAK, Potato 8 Salad .
VEAL PARMEGIANA, Side Order of Gpaghetti & Salsd
BAKED FISH, Served with Potato & Cole Slaw. o
COCKTAN HOURS: MON.-#A1.3-4 P.M. .
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