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Criticism binds local writers

By JUDY OWEN

Criticism_ Some of us avoid it like
the plague wrapping ourselves ina
wuxmnr cocoon preferring to accept
only the compliments.

I?nl criticism is the glue that has
held & small group of area poets and
fiction writers together for the last
three years.

Strengthening the bond is the need
1o rub elbows with other people who
are writers, according to Sherry Qui-
roz of Franklin

1t began when Ms Quiroz and Judy
LaVercombe who met in & creative
writing class taught by Judith Goren
at The Community House decided to
et together from time to time and
read each other's work

The two were reading the first draft
of Ms h\ ‘ercombe’s novel, “Ordinary
People.” written under the name of Ju-
Jdith Guest and published last month
by Viking Press

“In those days. Judy was afraid 1o
call herself a writer,” Ms. Quiroz said
“We were a couple of housewives who
«at in her kitchen or mine, drinking
cuffee and talking about the problems
of writing a story and how to schedule

writing time when you have a family
to take care o

“We really Lhoum the kind of suc-
cess Judy has nc\» was completely
impossible,” she said

The group took shape when the two
began meeting other writers through
creative writing workshops.

Judith McCombs of Farmington is
another member of the group who has
been encouraged to continue with her
writing

A poet, she credits the group with
k«pmx her at TM upr-nudr during

ancy last year and getting
hev "E“ t the np&nur soon after
the baby was born.

I didn’t write for a year after my
first child was born,” she said. “After
the second child, | was back writing in
a few months and | know it was be-
cause of the group.

Ms. McCombs, who teaches litera-

ture and creative writing at the Center .

for Creative Studies, has published a
collection of her poetry enmlcd
“Sisters and Other Selves”

work published in such muunn u
Poetry of Chicago and the Bantam
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The group meets every several weeks
during the year, ing to Ms. Mc-
Combs. It's inactive every summer.

“We do more creating during the
-chool year when we're busier,” she

AII of the members of the group had
gone beyond the college workshoy
stage, she said. All are publishing, .r
are teachers and almost all have or are
teaching creative writing in some set-

ting.

Ms. McCombs believes that it is the
informal pressure of the group that
has kept her writing.

Members, especially the poets, are
expected to have something prepared
for each group meeting.

“It's the idea of having an audierice,
criticism and feedback,” she said

“Many writers feel that it is difficult
1o continue ununx in isolation,” she
said. “That is the reason for the unrk-
shops. They provide a peer grot

Ms. McCombs usually writes {ur two
days before the group meets and then
she works after.

As a fiction writer, Ms. Quiroz tries
to be more steady in her approach, but
she said, “A short story is the kind of
thing vou do all in one breath. [t comes
at me and [ write to get rid of it.

“That's the first draft. Then | re-
write — [ like to rewrite better than
anything else,” she sai

Ms. Quiroz does not come to the
meetings prepared to read to the group
as often as the other members.

When she is not working on s short
story she has been duing some transla-
tions from Spanish writers. Besides
aiding her in developing new tech-
niques for her own writing, she has
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found that she turns to the thesaurus
more often for her work.

The group, which has had as many
sl mean, is down to about six
members, ;R‘fllll) There are three
poets, one fiction writer and two novel-
ists.

Ms. Quiroz likes the size. Each mem-
ber reads a prej rmi work and then
hears criticism (rom the others.

At Ms. McComb's suggestion, she
writes down all of the criticism and
later uu- what she wants and ignores
the

"I ululll decide about two rewrites
later that they were right,” Ms. Quiroz
said.

The group would like to serve as a
model for people who would like to
form a similar group, Ms. MeCombs
said.

“Any .writer who doesn't know
working writers with whom she or he
can get together, should go to classes
like the one taught by Judy Goren at

e Community House and luoh for
other writers to get together,” she

sai

“The first time | was exposed to
group criticism like this was before
our group suned inaclass at the com-
munity house s. Quiroz said
“Whenever my work ot any negative
criticism. ] used to leave the class filled
with self-pity and go to my car acruss
the street.

“But after awhile [ realized thatas |
drove home, by the time | got to the
intersection of Maple and Telegraph, |
had almost always begun to think of
ways to improve the work and by
Franklin and Maple 1 was dying to get
home and start rewriting. And the
work did improve,” she said

Ms. Qulm has had stories published
in* " “Wayne Literary Review”
and the anlhvlm “Moving to Antare-
tica.”

Other area persons who have partici-
?lcd in the group are Mitzi Alvin of

ranklin, Ann Lalas of Birmingham

and chnuh Richardson of Birming-
ham, all poe

“Belore md ‘after all the criticism, it
all comes down to the writer alone ina
room with his typewriter, Ms. Quirvz
sai

“Still, who that writer is at that mo-
ment alone with his typewriter is a
product of everything that has hap-
pened to him before, and if he's fucky,
that includes the help and encourage:
ment of other people who are writers
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