Knollwood CC’s 14th—
an intimidating golf link

Editer's aate: This sae of 3 weries of art-
cles examisiag the Longhest boies o Jocal
golf counes

By JOHN BOZZD

| stopped the ebectne can camying me
and Southieid Farmngon sports editor
Tom Baer nest to one dnven by Knollwood
Courtry (lub head professional Johr Mo
lenda.

We sl oo a Nl overlookung the 18h
wgreen. The brautitally tnmmed fairwavs
and 10 shune on this sunry
v West Blamiekd

D vve swe that green shack was dlf i
the digwve  Moends adked

Tom spotted the structure lirst and after
he peerted in ats direction. | could barely
dstngush 2 small

That's where youll be teemg off
trom. Molenda sad “From the bla
lee's. 1t measures $00 yards. primanly up-
hil. On the tee shol. there's about 115
yards of water to camry. bt i's more of
an wntimsdation than a hazard

AFTER LOSING every golf ball | had in
the water at Oakland Hlls Country (lub's
l&h Last week. | borrowed every spare
@i boll my tather had and took advan
tage of 3 Woolcw special 1o buy Nt nwre
for 76 cenis

Hewolang not 10 lose any. or as many
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xolf balls. | druve to the tee to face the
prodlem at hand—a tee shot over water
and a hill

1t turms out 1y be quite an ntimidating
tole because of the length and the charsc
tenses.” Molenda as we stepped
oo the tee “A lat of members try to
force thesr shots. which docsn't heip them
becsuse they need accuracy as well as dis-
(=

ance

Theres a very shight dog leg 1o the
left.” he added. ~Maybe 2 13 to 20 degree
dog e As you get near the green every
thng funnels down. There's an ot o
bourds to the Fight. tree's on the left. and
2 severe dropoll an the back.’

1 had o resson to doutt Molenda's word
abua the hole’s charactenstics He's been
2 prolessional goller for 12 years. the past
tour at Knollwood Country (lub. and spent

inpunng s arm in the Qesvland Open. He
pulied 3 tendon when the club he wat
wwinging hit a tree stump buned in the
ground

Molenda's interest in golf began at age
14 when he caddicd—at Knollwood.

Having stalled as long as [ could. | took
11 driver and knocked my tee shot clear-
Iy over the water, pushing it 10 some trees
n the nght about 20 yards away

We found the ball in the rough. and al-
though | was behind some tree's. | sult
had 3 chance to Launch a guod sccond
shot

Now youve ot (o Bt 2 low shot nght
thruwth those trees. Molends said. and §
Wk o my three wood and clobbered 2
ground bat?, which dnbbied forward about
10 sards

That wis low " Molends smuled

Walung furward. | repeated the same
mustake and Pt andther ground ball.

Youre not usng your arms - olfered
Ablends. Sometimes when you top a fair
way wand tike that. its 2 sign that you're
brirging the club head back with your
whsts instead of your arms

Althuagh | was not expecting tu recenve
a goif teson while dong thus column. 1
was nonetheless wratetull for the advice
and willing to tny Just about anything at
that pant As instructed. | brought
dub back with my army and hut the ball
anther 200 vards but 1 was sull w the
rough.

The four shots had brought me to abot
145 vards frum the green 1 took a hive-iron
ot and attempled to bt the ball over the
trap in troot of the Kreen and away from
the tres and outof-buunds fence on the
et Bt instead of knociung 3 beautiful
Bk ot 1o the pin, | topped the ball into
the boltom of 3 ull in front of the green

Hexides 1102 at the bottom of the hull. [
was tymied by 3 tree and had to take 3
drop 1n preparatin for my seventh shut
ounting a penalty stroke for the drop. un
thus par five hole

Molenda again olfered more advice. ex
plaung that 1 was probebly nol putting
onough weight on my left Jeg and nat tol
wwing through property He also noticed
hat | was playing the ball Loo far Lo my
Ieft leg and added that the ball should be
played to the muddle and 60 percent of my
weiht should be on my left leg

YOU'RE MISSING the best part of thus
!l coure—the [airwayy.” Molends said.

Thes re st tike walking on a carpet and
the ball sits up %0 necr on them.”

Panfully aware of this fact. [ trudeed
thruugh more Pough and knacked 2 fune-
1rvn shot about 110 vards an the fange st
past the green

Throughoul the play. Molenda had
talked about the severe pitch -slope s of the:
green. and now he infonned me that my
troubles had judt brgur

Sanding at the back of the green. |
uld e its slope goirg downtull and the
mlling contour of s surtace

You have to chup it here  Molenda
aid. panting to a sput to the left of the
hole " because 1t will break dead nght

My ctup landed a little past the spot in-
dicated and broke dead gt | was |
wait sbout 3 sixfoot putt.

Molenda indructed me to aim my putt
fuur of five inches abure the hele. but the
fird attempt stopped short and below the
tole. | huled the sccond putt from two feet
awan for an 11 on the hole

Village SC
clobbers foe

MacMillan sisters — Lsa. Sue.
Nancy and Chrs — teamed 1o establish 3
Village Swim Qub record of 1040 i the
@ris’ 4eyear (Combined age) freestyle
reiay as Village dominated Pleasant Ridge
Swim Club, 30-177. 1 a Northwest Subur-
ban League meet lagt

Bill Dunn and Dave Smuth also set beam

Four

Dunn
style (:582), whie Smith set 3 record B
the S8-yard [reestyle (‘283) snd also wan
the 108yard individual mediey (1 089)
Other Village double winners: 1517-yesr
Hess. breaststroke
(420) and W8yard IM (1:184) 1314
ummon. % breast (4.1
and 100 IM (1:239); Lisa
back (:36.4) and 50 butterfly (:348); S
MacMillan. 5 fly (:339) and 3 tremtyle
341, 1113 groun—Nancy Machillan. %
free (3871 and 100 IM (1:77); Do Rus-
sell, 50 fly (‘W3) and M0 DM (1:34);
Beth Saunders, 50 fly (:35) and 48 D4
(71, seven-and-ei
Konczal, 25 free ((136) and T3 breast
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