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Farmington Founders Festival
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Farmington’s past is progress essay

Farmington was
rounded 132 years ago by
five members of  the
sSocioety of Friends (Quak-
ors), who journeyed hoere
in tho middle of winter

from Farmington, New
York. .
It was probably the

lure of inexpensive land
(#1.25 an acre) and the
chanco to build a legacy
for his large family that
brought Arthur Power,

that

his <ons John and Jared,
and David sSmmith  and
Danicl Rush to this arca
inIxR21

his month, Farm-
ington celebrates  it«
founding 132 years ago.

his area today is very
different from the area
Arthur Power
round. Fortunately.
many good historical ac-
counts of Farmington's
beginnings are available
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including the OQakland
County history published
in 170, the Hook by Lee
’cet, and the diary of Ar-
thur Power's =son, Nath-
an. who joined his father
in Farmington in 18320 at
are 2o,

'hese documents and
many others give a re-
markuably clear account
of l~‘urmluuton‘s begin-
nings 152 years ago.

By 1820, the govern
ment had made targe
tracts of land avaitable to
settlers,

In 1823, Arthur PPower
came to the Farmington
area and made arrange-
ments to purchase targe
parceis of land in the
area  presently  located
between Eleven Mile and
Ninece Mile, along Power.

Power roeturned o
Frarmington, New  York.
and made arcragements
for the trip west. He, his
two =sons, and the two
hired men. smith and
Rush, left New York
about eb. 1, 18321 and ar-
rived in Windsor on eb.
13. heir mode of wravel
was apparently a sleigh
draswn by a pair of
horses. )

After a stop in Detroit
for supplies. they trav-
cled along saginaw Road
to Royal Qak and then to
the small settlements
then called Jenks. Sly.
Durkee and Baker. Just
before sunset the five ar-
rived at their destina:
tion., and in what may
have been a gesture of
relief or happiness. they
cut down one of the ginant
oak trees in a cltearing.
I'he location was abouat
where Power and Eleven
Mite c¢ross today. rI'he
date swas March 3, 1821,

Nhe settlers imme-
diately built a log cabin
and began clearing land,
inclading a plot for Nath-
any Power, who had re-
mained in New  York
with the rest of the fami-
Iz

ARTHUR POWER and
many other early Quaker
settlers are buried in the
old Quaker coemeoetary,
just south of Grand Riv-
cr. 'he two hired men
woent different  ways,
Ruash apparently had an
attack of plain home:
sickness and teft a few
weeks after he arrived.

tHHowever, David_ =smith

completed a year's soer
vice  to Power, bought
some and and swas Still
alive in 1877, when the
Oakiand County history
HOOK wis fiest issuaed,

Powr Road remains as
a reminder of the fround-
ers of Farmington, as
does Power Junior High
school, namaoed to honor
the arca~s first teacher,
Nathan Power. Among
present  descendents  of
Arthur Power are Eua
gene B Power, forimer
University of Michigan
regent, and his son, Phil
Power, co-publisher  of
the Ob=erver & Lccentric
Noewspapers,

Other settiers soon tol-
towed the Power (oot
SO ps.

About seven weoeks af-
ter Power and his sons
arrived here, George Col-
lins and his wife located
on a tract of land.
Cyvnthia Collins swas the
first white female settler
in the arca anad on sSept.
9, 182 1, she gave birth to
John W. Collins, the first
white child born in
Farmington.

Another  early settler
wits D EzeKiel Webb, a
friend of Power and also
a Quaker. He was the
arca’'s  first physician
and also its first post.
master. Among  settlers
the next year weaerce Hol-
fand Mason., brothers
George and Rufus tha-
ser, and Fimothy  lol
main. who., according to
the  records,. built  the
first frame dwelling in
Farmington. on DPwelve
Mile, near Middiebeltr.

One of Farmingtoty's
best Known families, the
Warners, arrived in 1825,

'he Warners son., P,
Dean  Warner, was 3
when they arceived in

Farmington.

He left home at 1L re-
arned 0 Farmington
scveral years cer and
engayoed in buisness ven-
tares. He was elected o
the Michigan House of
Representatives and
married Rhoda Botsford.

While rhey had no ¢hil-
dren of their own, they
adopted a son and a
daughter. Phe son. Fred,
later became a state rep-
resentative, socretary of
state for Michigan and fi-
nally in 19006, governor.

In May (827, a litdde
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