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editorial opinion

‘Stop light long overdue
at lethal intersection

Tucked :ny on u:tumder
on Southfi u-durphvﬂy t
Mmmux—‘ren Mile and Inkste q“b
Buundelhrwghmenlenedmbymm
residents could prove dangerous, if not fatal Such
mﬂnm(oran—ywoum!wn&s
ago who was killed at that
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l-‘lrminaton Hills officials have been dis-
the accident rate at the intersection

very
Sulmmwrr!hehnthmymshwmem-
a ha Hills potice re-

port 21 nendcnu since 1974. Southfield police re-
rt 22 accidents have occurred on their side of

me intersection

Yet. the comner is policed by a blinker
light— red for Inkster iC. yenow for Ten Mile
traffic

Oakland County Road Commission officials say
it could be another one to two years before & stop
light is installed at the comner.

THAT'S RIDICULOUS.
A primary responsibility of government is
proudz for the heakh, snlny and weifare of u

people

A stop signal should be instalied by the time the
snow  flies.

Regrettably. officials say this is inpossible be-
cause of construction costs and red tape in-
volved between the City of Southfield and the
county road commission Ten Mile is under coun

stop li r
ago. accident rate increased dramatical
ly each year.

cut
eWarning signals should be installed lo ade-
quately alert drivers that they are entering & dan-
intersection.
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governmental adnohmdsmm
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persons are killed or
STEVE BARNABY
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Will post office kiss & tell?

To the dismay of larger charitable organiza-
tions. Congress is seeking ways to tell you things
you always wanted to know about the finance of
chanities but didnt know how to find out.

The House post office committee is working on
legislation requiring charities using the mails to
disclose 1n every solicitation some of their most
sensitive financial information—the amount they
spend to raise money and pay other operating
costs

The theory is that contribxtors should know
what they are getung or not getting for their
money. The legislation will provide some bench-
marks for the the public to prudently judge vari-
ous organizations which are competing for the
charitable dollar

EXECUTIVES OF A number of well-known
charities are wary They feel that the legislation
will hinder operations by rasing costs and con-
fusing the public. while failing to stop fast-buck
artists who flaunt the law anyway.

'n:espmsonollhehllchmlmmm
m-vmm-mammmcmﬂn&
and wouldn create a new burumumcy
posed laws would be enforced Ly the Unled
States Postal Service and would sumply require

table work and how rmuch on other fund-raising
costs

Nothing i1n the measure sets a limit on how
much charities can spend for expenses, but s
sponsors expect the charities with the lowest ratio
of expenses to contributions would probably enjoy
the greatest public support

CONGRESS HAS WORRIED for a number of
years how to police charitable contributions
Americans contnbute §28 billion a year to philan-
thropic causes.

While much of that is given to local institutions

Beetries

—— by HAMKHOGAN -

such as churchés and schools, billions of doliars .
are raised each year by broad uppuK through
the mail. on television and on radio.
A Senate investigation in 1974 disclosed a num-
‘donocs and :

The Ten Mile and Inkster intersection has proven to be a dangerous one for drivers. (Staff photo)

Detroit’ll give up Rouge
but take federal funds

What business is it of a smart-aleck subur-
banite, you may ask, if Detrok wants to prac-
tl;:ally give away onethird of that lovely. Rouge

and Americans, have sound reasons to squawk at
the Rouge Park shenanigans of Mayor Coleman
Young's administration.

The politics of it all is byzantine, so get ready:

DETROIT, ITS mayor and council are offering

ber of cases in which donors ies ap-
pear to have been short-changed.

One group raised $i0 million over 10 years to
help asthmatic children. but spent only 15 cents of
each dollar on the children’s

mremnlwagmpolmmry(lthenm
Baltimore who raised millions of dollars through

ide fund-raising kes but t
ly very little was spent for overseas missions.

THE CHARITIES retort that they shouid be re-
quired to supply the information only to those who
are really interested. To do more would increase
the cost of raising money.

They also claim that some fund-raising tech-
niques are appropriate for one organization but
are entirely innappropriate for another .

A massive, broad appeal is more expenslve
than door-to-door solicitation by volunteers, but
is difficult to raise money for pml*ms like alco
holism, epilepsy and venereal disease on a door-
to-door basis.

What it boils down to is that some charitable or-

zations are 10 help the less lonunale
t others exist to give their staffs jobs.
lflrecnstdrmmm!yumnthnnhnllo(
that collected, the wrong charity is benefitting.
though Congress is on the right track

328 acres of Rouge Park (o the federal gove:

ment for §1 to the feds to build a §20 mil-
lion research institute in the ares.

hile, with the other hand, the Detroiters

are asking the ederﬂ&mud&ndmrnzcm

um for $4 million to huy 30 acres of riverfront
operty. The is (o make a chain
theDe(ro ver from Belle Isle to the

The economics of it is pure hayseed. Detroit
hmruthndinmpmdmeclymubslo
give it away in

another
would be purely Detroit’s business if it were buy-
ing the riverfront land with its own property tax
mone

y.

But it's not using its-own . It wants to
use federal monetgelo buy the riverfront land, and
that's where all rest of us Americans come in.
We must object.

point.

Detroit for decades wanted no part of the
Huron-Clinton Metropolitan  Authority (HCMA)
parks in its bailiwick. So HCMA collected proper-

Richard

ty taxes from Detroit and five counties. and pro-
ceeded to develop 10 metroparks in the hinter
lands of the region.

In recent years, Detroit has cl ed its mind
and has begun comphmh that Hi is siphon-
ing tax mone, ttcny and trans

lnlingnlla ebom‘hd.sn m&ummme

%iniullbmm to force Hi ‘TO develop
n Detroit

HCMA s response was an offer to take over the
:Eemlon of Belle Isle, there being no Sizable

unks of land available to develop a new park
and Belle Isle being a regional facility anyway.

TO MAKE A LONG story short, Detroit sald
o to the Belle Isle plan, just give 1s money.

HCMA isn't about to give away our tax money,
so under pressure from the legislature it mned
negotiations on the riverfront park idea.

Agein Detroit's response was negative. Just
write us a check, and we'l spend it Detroit said.
And Detrolit went on to offer one-third of Rouge
Park for §1 and ask for $4 million to acquire riv-
erfront parkland.

it's rmty obvious Detroit's administration and
are less interested in parkland and high fi-
rance than they are in controlling money and con-
lmlllng jobs—our money and their own municipal
union's jobs.
As I said, the polmcs of it is byzantine; the eco-
nomics is ha; ; and as for municipal manage-
ment—well, Detroit's a nice place to visit but |
wouldn't want lo live there any more.

Traditional business districts keep pace with times

two main commercial areas are .
Rochester, on the other hand. has a thriving main
street and the atmosphere of a small, intimate
town

Two of
mercial development in this area are the down-
town shopping districts of Plymouth and Birming-
ham

Both are based on the classical model of the
downtown of a small town. Both are planned for
diversity, intimacy and a wide range of human-

——— by PHILIP H. PORER —-—-

And both downtown business merchant commu-
nities contribute much more than is commonly
moﬁ#dwthelrpumcm tax base. In Bir-
ming! for e: e, downtown businesses con-
tribute an estimated 35 per cent of the total city
tax revenue.

scaled ing and browsing activities. Both
have as their core lovely parks. Kelogg in RECENT events, moreover, e strong in-
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Birmingham will continue to evolve with the
times.

In PI former mayor and city commis-
woner arold’ Guenther carier his week 0
nounced plans to rehabilitate the old brick bulld
ing next to the railroad tracks on North Main into
a modern restaurant mall, with the added possi-
bility of a summer theater

“The only hope for the (uture of Plymouth Is to
develop unusual businesses and shops that will at-
|mpow1mnmm-wp\noncnym
the map again,” said.

Plymouth mnuimunlytwwmmﬂu with
little room to d an industrial tax base.
What's worse, Plymlm main ndustry, Daisy
Alr Rifle, mvedmnﬁumwmynnlio

*“There was a time when Plymouth was known
around the globe,”” Guenther explained. “when
the Daisy Air Rifle was manufactured here. Now
we must do something o bring back that sort of
a

'So ha

tention.
ve Lo tum to business. And [ am

hu intth mall we will have the
type of shops that in national magazines
and a trmpzople—cmmll—wu." Gumhet
The' Plylmmh industrialist explained that he
got the ove! rﬂlldealorhh&wbptmnlmugy
on 8 recent t

“On our , Va., Mrs.
cuem mnlelnﬂﬂ\ebub
en pat w&kwmmbnn-mrv
und y magazines. We could
h- unnp mmwcly"w

DOWNTOWN Birmingham has long been re-
garded as one of the finest, most diversified shop-
ping areas in the entire state.

Recently, however, local merchanu have be-
come aware that further progress was necessary
to continue to compete effectively with other de-
veloping shoj

Working In ¢
a group of
started meeting m(omlly to develop ideas and
heg‘m the process of getting wide community sup-
port

Improvement of parking. more flexible zoning
regulations. and imaginative development of un-
derused parcels of land, and a host of other ideas
are on their minds.

Sparkplugged by Meyer Kershenbaum, whase
family owns the Kay Baum shops, the group has
already reached out and established linkage with
the chamber of commerce, through its new execu-
tive director, James Zeder.

While nothlni-h in the {ormnl stages, long-time
Birmingham observers say the group represents
one of the most positive forces seen in Birming-
ham in many years.

THE VIGOR and vitality of America has tradi-
tionally come (rom the ess community in

many important ways.

In two suburbs, much alike yet very different,
we have two examples of the loresight and Imagi-
nation of local businessmen, working to make

their community better.

inj
flncst (radxlnn of local self-help,

urbs—all the success they deserve



