Symphony disappointing
in its Latin program

By CRAIG REYMULDS

Latin America sweeps through two hems
spheres, with contrasts and wonders 5o
vast that the vuxce of its symphomes ought
) be as nch as the landwapes of cultures
amd nations

That was the expectation before attend-
1ng the Meadow Bronk Musc Fesuval con-
cert Saturday might. an expectation da-
appomted by programmatc muse which
cviked more images of Naturday movee
murtnees than the plans and forests south
o the Rio Grande

Condeutor Fduarde Mata from the Na-
tumal Syrrpheny 1n Metca CRy led the De-
ez Symphony UOrchestra through five
cmpoitmns by three Sasth Amencans
an ane emugrant Spanard Each compos-
vt had taken small musical deas and
thwn them out of phiharmon propor:
s to sutifying effet

The frst waming note was sounded as
Ata led the orchestra threugh four nation-
al anthems Ths was an hanorable ges
ture but it also showed how very ordnary
and uninteresting an overbad of such
muse can be

FIRST UP came Aberwo Grasera’s
1ampeana No 3 the Argentina compos
«r's orchestral renderng of Pampa. the
grassy plam wheh stretches fat and tree-
less from the Atlastic (vepn to the Andes

Gunasteras muscal teeatment added
ren ttle o that wmple wpography. he
unof charduigs sounding imuch like exper-
ments by Charies Ives

Juhan Orbon s Tres Vernones Sinforucas
3t least evoked sorse symphonic
energy the muddie of the thrve versions ex
NbItNG & peasing exienson from a LXh
century French theme a0 a dstnctve
but semewhat hackneyed Latinc style

The verswns betore and aher sounded in-
tent on pressmg their way nw Westem
musical conscmasness tirough the Holly-
wral How
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Here was a work that combined excel-
lently 8 very Imailiar but freshly exiended
meiodic e from the classical tradion

rhythms. Topped by the excellent sporano
vowce of Irene Gubrud. the Bachanas
i No. § was the aromatic treat of

In the second half of the Meadow Brook
concert. Some SIrONg. ETIOUS MUSIC Was
fut out mn three works by Carios Chavez of
Mexco. and Hetor Villa-Lobos of Brazl

CHAVEZ EL S0L was wsely recated

Hit group
Who'd bebeve that four felows from
Lauel, Miss and 3 sudekick fram Frankin.
Pa. could set Motown on 23 ear wth the
ukes of “Mammy.” “Dwe." ~Suwannee”
and “It's a Grand Oid Flag™" And the lead-
er with 3 master’s degree n muscal com-

1t happend last spring when Fancy
Music made s debut m Detrod

an

They play show sets and dancng sets
Tuesdays through Saturdays 7 0 pm w0
Lam i the 3th floor. glass-waled sup-
per club

the evening

The concert closed with the VillaLobos
Choros No 10, & selection that demanded
attention, with themes handed off from
French homs to the violins and returned
over the smoly (oresiral sound of “the

cellos

The Meadow Brook Festival Chorus per-
formed vaiantly for both the Chaves and
Villa-Lobos warks

MATA CONDUCTED energeticvally.,
even brashly. bnngng ot an unbounded
sound from the less disunctive works as if
wiending to fung the music straght uphill
to the last patron on the Meadow Brook
lawn

For Villa-Lobos. Mata's efforts brought
forth & very mature sound; closng phras-
mg in the Choros No. 10 often sunded

agreeably bike the grest sghng res-
nances of a fine cathedral organ

returning

All n thewr 203, the group members play
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