Sudden infant death; still a medical mystery

By LORAINE Mc(USH

A semunar at Wayne Saw Unwersty
last month to educate the medical profes.
S0 on the ways of the sudden niant
death syndrome. mandested a far cry
from the lack of information. or ma «nfor-
mation. thal was avalable w a Fammn
niton couple who lost thexr son to the med-
xal mystery 1n 196

It was only by chance that Manlyn and
Donaid Dumas were led to a small grop
of persons in Comnectict who furnshed
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them with on the
and reached out to g e them cumsolabon

From there the couple reached oul
aher parents who had suffered the same
(ate. and withun a few morths had formed
what 13 now the Michigan Regonal Sudden
Infant. Death Syndrome Foundation
SILS)

Sudden nfant death someumes known
as crid dealh causes about W0 nfart
deaths every vear in the U'nzed Staes.

An apparently heahhy nfant usualy be-
tween the ages of lour weeks and seven
monthy ts put 1o bed withot a suspcon
that amvthing 13 out of the ordmary Later
the infant o found dead

There 15 generalls no evidence that 3
struggle has taken place

AN autopsy at most. reveals & mnor de-
£ree of 1nflammation of the upper respar
tory tract but no lesion sufcert 0 ac-
count for death For the most part, the av-
topss reveals no evidence of diness

THE DEATH LEAVES the amiy n a
state of trauma very often wah quit and
verv olten with prolonged depreason
Coupled with this. case hotones have re-
vealed that n many and
medical authorties have been less than
kind to the bewildered parerts

Though the deaths and the accom-
panying factors are still gosg on. the June
seundt at Wavne was the first of g3 knd
wn Michigan drawing together doctors. pa
thobgists nurses and the pubic gn ng in
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formation relative lo the most recent ad-
vances in research into the ssues and fac-
tors mnvolved

Research has been upped corsaderably
and most recently with funds from the
state legislature.

Federal funding has come to ciies
Atuch show the biggest ncdend of sudden
wnfant death Al the top of that bst s Che
cago and Detrog

The Michigan Jaycees and Jaycettes
have selected the SIDS Foundation as ¢s
natonal project

There is a central telephane number. list-
ed under Sudden [nfant Death Syndrome.

10 call for immediate help of miormaton

Parents' groups have been formed 0
help one another. gam miormation and
raise money for research

And the phenomenon has been wrtten
w 1n the Congressional Record

OF THE VOLUME wrtten for the Con-
gressonal Record by the subcommitee
on children and youth. Mrs Dumas sad.

That 13 qute a memoral o rmy s.on. Ha
short Ufe heiped others He has touched &
lot of lives”

Mrs Dumas saud she and her husband
had no dea. or inteation. of sartng “any-
ting 30 dig as a foundation. We knew that

Bible School

there must be other couples ike us 0
Michigan just as much i the dark as we
were and we wanted to tak 1o them ”

Consoling the newly greved parents was
her big thrust. and though the chapter has
grown 0 all directions around her. her
function now 13 mainly o contact those
parents

“This 13 where my strong feehngs be
she said lundp-mxnlmnmdl
them know [ am here to tak 1o them
cause ['ve gone through ¢ and | know
what they sre feeling and how they are
hurting | want to help Uwm with ther
first and immediate need.”

For months. she was her pun speakers
bureau her own publicity agent. her own
fund raser and publisher of bierature

Her goal she said. “"was tq let these par-
ents know they were not alone

3&'

OF THE RECENT semwnar. Jan Ma-
loney. a resident of Royal Oak and current
president of the Michigan SIDS. said. “[It
was encouraging (o hear all melywl of re-
-m-n goig oo throughoul the country

And though some of the medical Icrmnd-
ogy went over our heads. we all came
awsy with more knowledge on the scien-
ufic aspects of the subjea”

SIDS babues are no longer thought 1o be

i

healthly babies. bul have subtle abnor
malities which are not detectable to the
naked eye of etther the medcal or lay per-
P

For a long while. death was suspected to
be caused by sulfocation. aspwraton or
regurgitabion. and this was wrtten on the
death certificate

tly. statistics were muxed up.
a factor the SIDS has since straghten out
in some degree and 18 still working on weh
s educational programs

The next big push fur the chapter. saxd
Zoe Srrualek. a public healh nurve and
coordinator for the Michigan Regonal
SIDS Center is “to stimulste research n
tus stale So far as I know there ts none
gong on in Michigan.”

The center. where information on sudden
infant death 1 available. s located at 40
E Lafayette. Detroit

Persons wishing more specdic nforma-
tion about factors associated wih SIDS

ence on the Causes of Sudden Desth in In-
ants.” {rom the Superwntendent of Docu-
ments. Government Printing Office. Wash.
inglon. DC 20402

However. the overall mystery remans
All research to date proves that SIDS can-
not be predicted and cannot be prevented.

Shalom, Freedom, and Christ

By CORINNE ABATT

Bible school 13 as much a part of sum-
mer for many youngslers &s prnics. sum-
mer camp and basebal

Fumennmo yemrvarmacn

tholc churches. Our Lady of Sor-
mwlumﬂn have combeed ef-
forts for a large. two week Bbe achool
program

mmmwmwmrun
chuldren. attended the program at

e

Gnhe was overall
-l)t- Mary Ann Hickey -‘mwm

While this program i structured sniar

For the two weeks both staf and young:
sers come dressed as people n Bdbcal
umes

Rev Jim lrum pasor of S Alexan-
der was green and
membeuhewuamwuqum»
deence

Mrs Hickey and some of her volunieer
Saff wore [ull length orange costumes. 1yp
wxal of early tmes

The costumes are just
more euch 10 help sead

h

Mrs Hickey. asssted by Kathy Mana
san and Therese R rki sad 8 s

enly

an the part of the 70 acuve stall members
pus many hours behind the scene by
mother§ who come up wih some specis!

5

Hickey mentions S_Jobn Litheran
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Five-year-old Simmy McCurdy does some pesting during arts

and crafts ime.

Onnice days, classes take to the outdoors.
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Dawn Cortez pins Nicole Rittig's name tag on.

Rev. Jim Wright tells a story.



