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Schism causes English Synod to revert to roots

By MARGARET MILLER
The new Englsh Synod. & Lutheran or
gancation ma

secretary . deserting
their former hndqur\m-:-l Gr\nﬂ
mmnn-uu & marked one more step

dupute over dortrme that has
Chasrch—hlmaoun

the loag
nrld the Lutheran
Synod 10 recent years

A fmal siep. 3ad Mr Hecht who had

Just come from & convertion at Rver For-
et [l in which the Enghsh Detrct of
the synod had voted Lo begn dmsokibon of
#3 ties with Lhe parent organzabon and re-
vert to the HTod status ¢ had
known before 1911

1 feel the battling 5 over and we can
gt on with our work.” he sad m the V&
medpnwmn-mm-wun

concern of every congregaton to come 1o
€nps with the ssue and decwded on s o
ture affilation

THE MOVE TO LIVONIA. he sad
came at the ivitaton of the board of
trustees of Fah Church ane of three Lo
vora tons that had moved ear-
ber this year to leave the Machggan datrct
of the LOMS and affiliate with the more 1id-
eral Enghsh district

The parsonage was avalable because
Fakh's ansocute pastor was eaving The
nvitation. 1ad Mr Hecht “made me feel
God really provides "

“1 had gone 10 the convertion knowng |
would have to resgn’ explaned the
clergyman He had been president and ex.
ecutive officer of the Enghsh dstrxt but
was removed from office Apni 2 1 a ds-
e over ordinations

1 really ddnY know where the office
was going 10 go The vote 10 seek independ
ent status was 296 1o 75 and clecting W
say with the Missoun Symod were ane
vicepresdent and one member o the
board of directors. 30 the dsstrict s contn.

ung

“Other are taking over m wur offce
Detrog. but we can begin the work of the
new synod from here

the
rmlmcl-SﬂnnzrylnEuk wSﬂm

l( was the matter of ordanng graduates
of Serunex that led to the removal from of-
fice of Mr Hecht and several other dutrct

presdents

Also wacluded 1n the book s & hastory of
the group of churches that m 1911 was
known a3 the Englsh Synod ddferen
from Missoun Synod churches n that they
mmmnnuwmmo«

Mthnmsmndldlnmwlm
what more hiberal view from a doctinal

svnod a central part of the doctrnary ds-
pute that began after Preus took office
ammlhehslmupk m,unnnam
ceived a number of congregations fo

REV. HAROLD HECHT

three 1n Livoma—Faith Holy Tringy and
All-Saints

THE DISPUTE in the Lugheran Church
Missouri Synod 1s 3. doctnnary ane. Mr
Hecht said

I've heard the comment that we are
Bible-doublers and that the dopte u over
such matters as whether ane should be
heve Literally that Jonah kved mside that

. he sa

“I've never known a Bibledoubler
There would not be a spht over a smal
matter lke the story of Jonah

“The point worth spittting over i our be
lief that the word of God = supreme The
Bible needs interpretation and the ndnd-
ual must find s own understandng of the
Holy Spira

We cannot accept limiting inter.
peetation and understanding with Dr
“Statement of Scrptural and Con
fessmonal Principles’ and directves from
the Missoun Synod

ation—dangerounty
close 1o suggesting that fath in the Bile

In modern society

8 essentisl for salvation™

MR. HECHT 3aid the new synod prod-
ably will stay 1n the Detrot area. where
he owns a home. and wll concentrate
membership development in the Greal
Lakes area and Canada. whie abo wei
coming English District mmnuom
from all over Lhe country and congrega-
tions (rom the Michigan and other geogra-
phical districts

“An important part of our program.' he
added. “will be seeking to be n febov~up
with other Lutheran churches, those in the
American Lutheran Church and the Luther-

,an- Church in America

“We'll have a convention Later thes S ear
and. unlike recenl Missoun Synod corsen-
tions. i will be a joyful one There w: be
2 small amount of busiiess Ahd then cele:
bration We have a lot to-ceiebrate

A place for young, old

Growing up 1 rural central linos »
he mudst of an extended (amuly where rc-
ognition for deeds accomplshed and repn-
mands for musdeeds completed 1o¢ per-
haps even contemplated: were prompt and
fepresentative. nvolvement in commurity
e was never wanung

Frequently. these recogons were re-
lated to productive activey (of the kck
thereol: necessary for lamly survival
and reflected the generally heid assump-
Lon thal offspring were assels and not
habidities.

This 4ssumption has often been mudr
fed. though. to suggest that rural chidren
were economic assets since they were abie
o assisl in chores et al that would di-
rectly affect famuly finances. The grmwth
ol agribusness has changed the some-
whal and there are increasng referenfes
to rural children as economuc habditics !

THIS MYTH of rural chudren as econdim-
ic assets of habilitics needs to he e-mud
a3 a deception

To be sure instances can he cted ‘hﬂ\'
1 describes accurately But from my recol
lecton youth were given recognaion 13nd
reprimands: because they had wbrnsc
worth and ot for their utlilanan value to
economur well beng

There was a kong view of Ufe. and the
purpose of beng reached back nio st
senerations and projected forward 1o suc
cevding ones. Young people were v ery oec
«aary in the conttnuity of bfe even as
uider people were ver) important o testly
to what had taken place ‘

URBAN LIFE has the nu-

Moral perspectives

ate experience Survival has been reduced
10 economuc terms We have Jost our senw
of fustory and have little 1o no confidencr
an the future

And 0 the mudst of this seething cavk
droa of dreams rejected hupes represwed
values confused and purpuses muddicd
our vouth are in the way and not 4 part of

lfe on the was.

We need to expand our o
ume and custence of purpae and \ il
130 that our youth will have thew legdivat
place. as well ay the alier mermbers of e
human famuly And then perhaps thee
w in the maddle will also recogave M
there 1v more room purpre and Av-n
ks for uv 4y well

Catholic lay group
plans convention

A two-day workshop on spwrtual growth
muh!mehqhh‘hlo(lhtlmnlrm
vention of Michigan Serra Cuts. a Catho
he Layman's organization. at the Hyatt Re-
gency Hotel in Dearbom. Sept 2425

The Rev Vincent Dwyer. Trappisl
monk. theologtan m wil con
duct the workshop the sponsorship
of the Serra Club of Dearbormn. Catholic lay
and religious leaders throughout Michigan
and the Windsor. Onlarw area are wel
come

Fr Dwyer currently ts serving as direc-
tor of the Center for Human Development
at the University of Notre Dame He be

13 one of spirituahity. and the first gl of
tus center 1s the spiritual renewal of the
American priesthood
Spirituality s not standing 1n a staned
wlass window with & Iy n your hand. but
a deep involvement tn bfe and a journey
through reality”" he has emphasized
Fr Dwyer has developed & program
1Genesis 1) for spirilual development that
combines insights from <anis who bved
centuries ago with the best findings of mod.
emn psychology His aim b “an authentic
(hnistian spintuality which peaks 0 the
confusions and hungers of modem man
The twoday meeting wil begn at 4 45
am. Frday. Sept 24 and concludes at

THE FIRST STEP. saxd Mr Hecht. who  merly in geographucal distrcts. nrhdm He pointed 10 4 paragraph o the new  ture uf ume and existence :nto an immeds  Leves that the current crus of the church  pm Saturday. Sept 28
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FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

1589 West Maple at Plessant
Ministers: James W. Wright, G. Bryn Evans
John H. Bunce, Thomas H. Bea:
Worship Service 8:30 and 10:00 A .M.
Church School 10:00 A.M.
Nursery Care provided
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SUMMER SCHEDULE *

Service of Worship 10 A.M,
Nursery Care

Senior Minister, Fran B. Cowick
Associate Minister. J. Chester Stubbs
_—

Guest Minister
Rev. Dr. Robert W. Youngs
Paator, First United Pres. Church
ompano Beach, Florula
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The Congregational
Church of
Birmingham, U.C.C.
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