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A rugged par

4 Thursdsy, Augus 12, 1976

Lincoln Hills’ 4th hole

Ediler's aste: This is ene of o teries of
articles examising the toughest holt o
local golf cowrses.

By JOHN BOZZO

When | telephoned Birmmghamn go¥f pro-
fessional Barry Nettle sbot paymg Ln-
coln Hills he laughed

“Yea. I've seen your colum.” he 1ad
“Sure. you can play Lincoln Hills I've ab
ready got the hole picked ot Can you be
here at 7% am Th -

He had probably read sbout my poor ¢f-
fort at Oakland Halls where | coudnl fin-
tsh because { had lost a3 my gokl bals m
the water He could have read sbout my 11
a1 Knollwood Country Club or my egh at
Sp!van Glen The papers teling about my
near par at Plum Holow Country Cub
were being delivered as [ stepped onto the
Lincoln Hills Course

Fresh from my good show at Plum Hok
low [ was hopuig for some momentum L
carry me through to another good score |
also had one more advantage n that L
coln Hills s the only course n the senes
that T have played before

1 ddnt do very wll when | played Lo
coln Hills. 2 municpal course owned by
the City of Birmungham However. my
partner was Birmingham Bloamfield Com-
munity Edtor Nick Sharkey 1 fAgured |
had to score badly | wouldnl want to beat
my boss

“ARE YOU READY" Nettle asked

“As ready as 11l ever be." | rephed

We jumped m 2 cart and rode the num-
ber four hole rom green L tee It plays
about 390 vards when the markers are
Paced 10 the back of the tee It's a par
four and the number one handicap on the
course

The green 1s elevated and the pin was in
what Nettie explamed s the must ddlicul
spot. to the rght front There are trees
hne both sides of the roling favway

1deally. Nettle explaned a dnve should
land 01 2 relatively flat area ust beyond
the large undulation in the farway That
would take a 250yard drve wheh as
Nettle sad “would be quie 3 poke "

From the tee a golfer ® faced wth shat
between the trees. which furnel out abong
the farways The large hil n the farway
blocks the view of the green

It you g0 to0 far to the nght yaure be
hund some trees and if yaure Wa far o
the left youre 1n the cabbage patch’
Nettie saud

Ater these encouragng words 1 an
swered a question from Netle by eplan
ing that { have a tendency lo hook my
. Sure enough. | came off the tee wih
2 bz bender mto the cabbage pawh
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“THIS IS WHY we call ¢ the ‘cabbage
patch’.”" Nettle sad. as we searched the
plant-lfe for my goll ball Nettle found
two. but netther ball was mune

1 gave up looking. look a drop and pre-

fund the hill and on the extreme left of the
fairway. my natural hook would work very
well if 1 ha the ball wed

Again. my prowess with the three wood
leaves much o be desired 1 dubbed the
thurd shot 2 yards nto the muddle of the
fairway and then top ancther three wood
attempt (0 2 sdehull Lie in the rght rough

~Can you reach the top of the hll wzh a
five 1ron”" Nettle asked

At thus point. I'm lucky to reach n my
pocket for a2 pen

However. Nettle explaned that | was
about 150 yards [rom the green w | ok
ot the five sron | took a ce easy swing
perhaps 100 easy as we found the bal
below the elevated green and un the lef of
the fairway

It was about 1$ yards W the green wih
approsmately 30 feet of green to play wth
before 1 reached the pin. Nettle explaned
He also helped me get a ne m the pn
All the information went for naught as |
shanked my approach shat sdeways and
watched as the ball rolled down the hill

“YOU HAVE A STRAIGHT green from
fere.” Nettle sad. as we reached the right
sde of the farway

1 grabbed my nmne iron and fortunately
Nettle saw the club selecton 1 hud W
keep the ball straight. and low. bencath
some tr ees 10 order to reach the green

"Don use 3 bfted ciub™ Nettle saxd
“Take your five iron and choke up al the
way 10 the bottom of the gnp Swwg wah
your arms only My wrst acton

I followed the adsice well except | ha
the ball too hard and wound up 15 feet past
the green

As 1 prepared to hit my seventh Nt
Nettle came through with moce helphult ad
wice

“Now don hut the ball to hard or youTl
go down the hill and end up nght back

where you started from. Netle sud
“You made me nervous” | samd 1 st
“I'm goig to blame it all on vou
“I knew 1d end up benik the s lian
laughed Netle

I chipped a fiveiron wika fur fret of
the pin but mussed the put and had %

Southfield
Koufax ‘9’

ends season

Southlield's Sandy Koufax basehall team
had a short run 10 the National Amateur
Baseball Federation Sophomore Drwision
(Mand-undertournament laxt week in Bir:
mingham, Al

N

The Duyton. Ohia entry stopped South-
feld. 3210 11 1nungs 1n the hirst game.
and then Tarrent. Al clminated South-
feld. $4 Southfield. managed by Eugene
Rum. quaiifyed for the tournament by fin-
ishung first in the local Sandy Koulax

League
In the first game. [ayton grabbed a 20
lead. Souhiieid tied it by sconng texe in
the sixh mmng Mitch McCann singled.
took second 0 Scott Dawson s single Both
runners scored on 1%t Flood » double Dy
n outhit Southficld. 54
Dawson, of Dearbom. was the hinhyg
pitcher He worked the entire 11 nmungs
striung ok eght and walking none
Mon scored the winner in the it
Jim Singer's sacnfice fly with the bases
loaded won the game
Aganst Terrant. Sashiicld tovk 3 40
lead 1n the after two inaungs Tom Longroy
ted off with 2 single. took secund on Andy
s single and scored on Ken Ang
rove's double The next three batters —
Im Armbruster. Perry Blankman and
John Schafer — cachsingled and drove 1n

a

Terrant. whuch had 10 huts. scored three
n the fith wxung on a home run by Al
Qnmung Losng pitcher Jeff Settectam
worked five innungs. @ANg Up five Mits
stnlung ot sx and walking three Pat
Flood peiched Lhe final two 1nnings. geving
uwp ux huts, fanrung twn and walking three
Southfied. eght hits in the game.

Detrot West Scven was the eventual
tournament. defeating [Byton. 64 1n the
final game West Seven advanced tu the
finals by beating Manland. 64 West
Seven comgaled a 61 lowrney record. Day-
ton had 2 32 mark

Stroh tourney set
Stroh's has announced that its $5.000 Mas-
ters Softball Taurmamert will be
heid Aug 222 at Softball Oty i Detrost
There is an entry fee of $108 for any team

i competing

The first and second place finalista will
be elgible o play in the Eastem World
Series. Cash prozes are .50 for firm
place, $1.50 for s~cond place. 750 for
third. and #5006 for fourth.

Additonal information may be obtaned
by caling Jerry Davie at 3130

e =

CR [][l] | Fences SUPPLY CO.

ALL TYPES-RESIDENTIAL-INDUSTRIAL
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Exciusive COLORGUARD Distributor
For This Ares
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3 g
G.W. Coley, President

27070 PLYMOUTH RD. ‘DETROIT

settle for a septuple bogey 111 on the par-
four hole) The score was comparable
the one | had on my first tour of Lancols
tulls when | shot a 6 for nine holes.

Maybe 11l do better on an entirely new
course for me. Rochester-Goll & Country

9378500
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