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Club sponsors show of world soccer greats

Four members of the Birmugham Ath
et Club includng three Brmngham
residents  provided the money L brng
Pele. the world's greatest soccer player. to
Fatiac Stad.um [or a Labor Day game

Several of us put a few bucks Lagether
and we re briaging hum here  sad Mose
tane the vne Southfeld resdent of the
BAC quartet

ta0e simplied the amouat of mones
volved Gordon Preson the co-promoter of
e event said it took $85 000 to put on the
came betaeen Pele s team. the New York
Cosmos and 4he Dallas Tornado at 73
am o Sept § at Portac Sudum

Monday wil be 3 tugh day to draw 3
rowd bt wel U it aayway  Lane
‘aid “The ressen Im personaly inter
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ested 10 the game 13 b give some felows
who play soccer a chance Lo really see top-
Might soccer players more than any eco-
nomuc gain

“He'll retire n one sear and ths may
be the last time kids from this area hase 2
chance to see hum

lane who became a soccer fan whie
working 1n Europe for the Ford Motor Co
said that he hopes that the Detrou Tiger
kame agaimt Balumore that same nght
will not detract from the soccer atiend
ance

THE [DEA for the specal soccef game
ngirated between Presion and Troy res:
derit Roger Faulkner who s helpngto pro-
ruce the game Both are natives of Eng
lind whege soccer 13 3 natonal sport

Gordon grd | met downtown 3 couple
months ag> and whenever we met. we
taked about putling a saccer game on
Faulkner swd * He made a chance call to
New York W see what the chances of get
tng Peie and the Cosmoy were He came
Back with the figures and sad. There's no
w3) we can raise the money

I said lets look at the attendance re-
qurements  and that [ could probably
Faise the muney 10 tao or three dass [ sat
on the patio of the BAC and talkked with
sume members and | had raised the sup-
purt 0 about four days

Fautkner said the biggest soccer crowd
ever before in Mihigan was 12000 He
added that the people at the BAC were wor.
fied about bringing in the expensive Pele
tv an expensive fpcilily kke Pontiac St
dum dut decided to go ahead hoping that
the populanity of the world's greatest soc-
cer plaver would attract a good crowd

The 80000-scat Pontac Sadum was
built with soccer i mund Preston sad the
stadagm architect calied him to make sure

the playing field would be
soccer games
A turnout of 20000 led for the
groop to break even Pele has drawn
58.000 fans in Seattle and record crowds
Minnesota. Tampa and Portland
DAVID WILLIAMS a Birmingham resi-
dent and a native of England s one of
those persons Faulkner tatked to on the
BAC patwo
“We re anvous for the game of soccer
to flournsh i this area” Wilhams sad
We kanw the schools are slarzng up with
the sport_and 1'm led to believe that there
are 400 youngsters plaving soccer i
Mychigan
We feel to make teenagers more inter-
fed in the sport” Wilhams added. “we
Rave to show them a goud brand of soc
cor
Withams cailed the Detrot Cougars. a
Gefunct professional soccer team. a thrd-
Fate team that did not play a good brand
of soccer
“The vice-president of Power Process Pip-
g Wiliams s3id he once played semi-pro
secer 1n England
“The advantage of soccer s anyone can
play and (s relatively mexpensive © Wil-
fiams said [t you can afford a paur of soc-
oot boots and a ball youve got all the
wquipment You dunl have to be any par
Ucular size W play You can play whether
vou'te Ight or heavy
We're thinking one step besond * Wil
Lams added “1s tus area ready for,a pro-
fessionl soccer team” This game will per-
haps tell us that I we have 3 good show-
ing. we might take the newt step
STAN KEND. a Birmangham resident
and divisional sales manager for Investors
Dwversfied Services, sad ke had never
heard of Pele untl talk about the special

rge enough for

game began His nineycarold son. who
plays in the growing 22$member Birming:
ham Soccer Association, knew who Pele
was and told his father

“1 got interested 1n soccer when my son
wanted 3 soccer ball instead of a footdall
alt of a sudden” Kend sad I am ®
years old. and when | went to high school.
the sport was football I'm trying to relate
to thus new generation. and so 1 got inter-
oted

1 go to my son's practices. and I'm
really getting involved.” Kend sad “By
the ume Pele gets here. | think 1l know
what's going on and be able to enjoy the

same

DR. LEE BERTLING. a Birmingham
denlist, 15 another member of the BAC
&roup with soccer-playing expenence He
sud he played at Cranbrook in the early
19403 and then stopped playing because the
ather schoots he went to did not offer the

sport

His interest in the group began with a
conversation with Faulkner. and he grew
more confident about the game after hear-
g enthusiastic comments from some of
his patients who play soccer

“It's an inexpensive spont.” Dr Bertling
sud “All you need 1s a pair of shoes and
a ball—you don't even need soccer shoes
and you donl need pads: helmels or
kates From that standpont. | feel it will
become one of the majpr sports

“My son.”" he added. "3 a neophyte. 12
years oid. and I'm anxious for hum to see
another sport ile see's nothing but foot-
ball hackey and baseball A lot of kds
will be able 1 see 3 succer game with (wo
of the best teams 1 the business, and 1
feel s realiy giag W sumulate nterest

I HAVE ro intentien in participating in

a professional soccer program.” he added
t

Wc:nd]amous Pele will lead the New York Cosmos against the Dallas Tornado at Pontiac Stadium

on Labor Day, Sept. 6.at7:30 p.m.
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Dick Vitale offers
“The Bird’ a deal

Dick Vitale has dune it agam

The University of Detrot’s dynamue 3%
year-old basketball coach ard ressdent of
West Bloomlield. the man who ntreduced
Titan Roundball Luncheons. midnight \n.
trasquad basketball games. pregame uni-
cyclist routines and spothight player -
troductions to Detrost basketball fans. has
mpord all hrs prevwus efforts

Vitale announced Thursday. Aug 28,
that the University of Detrost has offered
an athletic scholarship to Detroit Tiger
rookie ptching sensation Mark “The Bird”
Fidrych pending confirmation that he
meets National Collegiate Athletic Associ-
ation regulations A ruling a few years ago
allows a student athlete 10 participate 1n a
peofessional sport yet compete at the col-
iege level in other sports

Fidrych. who has captured the hearts of
Tiger fans this year with hus outstanding

puiching the now holds a 155 record and 8
£ eatned run average) and his antica on
the mound of talking to the ball. would
nter the Uninersity of Detrot ths fall
he meets the requirements and i he ac.
opts the scholarship offer

The move would bring together two of
Dretront’s most flamboyant sports personat
ities Vitale. a former Rutgers University
aswstant. has rejuvenated the University
of Detrout basketball program over the
past three years. more than doubling sea-
wn ticket sales. recruiting some of the
area’s best prep basketball stars and com-
pling 2 5326 won lost record

“WE ARE SERJOUSLY wnterested i
\ark attending UD Uf be meets the NCAA
standards.” Vitale sad

The pnimary regulation nvolves a 20
grade average upon completion of high
school

1 personaliy fee) that from a publicity
i.‘lm!pu)rl the uninersity will benefit 1m-
mensely,” Vitale sad “However. (rom the
aher viewpolnt. you must consider that
Mark 15 going to be presented with many
Twancual offers during the next few years

I believe vur business school 1s one of
the finest 1n the country.” Vitale added
“and 2 business management degree
would help hum tremendously Not only
would he receive a college educauon. but
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he would make preparation for the biggest
game of all—the game of lfe

“This 18 all super now. but what happens
when the ball no longer goes directly to
the fielders but starts o find the holes.”
he added “You better have something
else to carry with you when you reach 30

On the subject of Fidrych's actual bas-
Ketball participation. Vitale emphasized
that U'D 13 not trying to put the young star
n a situation where be mght be injured
and have hus baseball career endangered

“WE 'OUI.D WORK out a flexible
* Vitale sad. “where he would

be part ol our pregame warmup and possi-
bly see imuted action depending upon the
game situation

The Titans open their 197677 season on
Nov 7 against Ray Scott and the Eastern
Mctugan University team. Already consid-
ered a good attraction because of the colle-
Qate coachung debut of Scotl. the game
could be even more interesting U Mark
Fidrych 1s on the UD bench

Fidrych has expressed an nterest
Studying suto mechancs i school. & pro-
gram not available at UD. but Vitale sad.
“We fecl he will be making % much
froney that he'll be able to buy an auto me-
chamcs school and the people from our
business school will teach him how to ad-
muster it "
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“I personally would like 0 see soccer be-
come & major sport 1 Detrod nasmuch
as there are so kids playng ™
The Windsor Stdr soccer team in Canada
and a Hoyal Oak man. Scult Woodward
who 13 not & member of the BAC. are also
helping to bring about the Cosmos-Tornado

Dallas also features a star player n
Kyle Rote Jr . twice winner of the ABCTV
Superstar competrtion Rote was a North

American Saccer League sconng cham: .

pon and won the rookie of the year award
w1973

Tickets are on sale at Ponhac Sudum
and at all Hudson stores All scats are Vr
served at $4. 36 53 and 410
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