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It's Lke walking info a place lorgotten by man and time.

Machines wait for thelr operators in the portion of the building
that's closest 10 Grand Rivet. Cobwebs, grumbling stairways and

broken glass are evidance aof seven years of negiect.

Checking out records left behind by the LaSalie Winery has
become part of John White's daily routine. The company loft its
receipts and records when it moved from its building on Grand
River.

Fixing windows is one job that Jeft White, 16,
thought he woukin't have to leam. The win-

dows in the winery are being replaced with 8

Michse! D. Boutell. son of
Facmington Hilis resident Marga-
ret E. Boutell, has been promoted
to legal officer in Manutacturers
National Bank of Detroit's legal
department He hoids degrees
from Western Michigan Univer-
sity and the Detroit College of
Law, and joined the bank in 1872.
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Sweeping out the second fioor of the winery has become a

chalienge for the entire White

By LOUISE OKRUTSKY

Livora businessman John White 3 deter-
mined to overcome seven years of neglect
vandalism and a sceptical Farmington
Qty Council to transform the vacant 9%-
yearold LaSalle winery nto a restaurant
and office building

Armed with a building permit and the
name of a tikely tenant for the restaurant.
White plans to make his second Qid withil
a few weeks for preferential treatment in
the 1ssuing of the city's only unassigned -
quor license

City offscials had toid White to secure 3
buiding permit before his request would
be considered Three othet prospective de-
velopers have lost ntervst o (be budding
dunng thr Last seven years, administrators
want proof of senous efforts at restoration

There 15 one party thal s more inter-
«ted in the bulding than the others.”
White <aid of the three groups that are in
teresied 1 operating the restaraunt “But
the deal hasnt beca closed yet
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sturdier substance % fight the vandalism that
has taken its toll.

Cops await

{Contineed from Page 1A)

form the language of the contract.” Major-
a8 sad “The pdge granted an oral mo-
oo to dismiss the case. That brings us
back 1o where we were before. There's a
misunderstanding in the contract ™
Majoros believes that the contract’s
wording was the result of a mutual mmisan-
derstanding between the city and the pe-

troimen.
*“There's no mutual mistake.” McKentie
-id.

Hills officials will allow the umwn lo
make the next move after the court dect-

s

“If we can't get reform through the
courts. we'll enler into binding arbi-
tration.” Ma| said

3 joros

“Arbitration can't (ail*

“We tried 1o arbitrate before nd the
@ty didnt want to arbitrate.” McKende
aid. “I'm bewildered by this ™
*“They were afraid they'd lose.” he 5aid.

{amily. James White, 18, learns
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how to push a mean broom in the winery his father'now owns.

"CURIOUS?

Here’s a look inside the old winery

White's. manufacturng representativg s
firm. Suirling and Whitery. 13 scheduled to
move 1nto the building withwn a month

Meanwhile he has removed 130 bushels
of labels. four truckloads of rubbih ard
weeds and four vanloads of junk from the
three story building

AFTER REPLACING HALF ol the 2400
square fect of window glass i the buildng
at a cost of $160 a square foot. White shill
fixds humsell plagued by vandals Over the
Labor Day weekend. someane cut hotes
and stole tools which were stored i the
building

White expects (o imest between 850
70000 in the bulding The clean-up has
cnt_him §11.000

The building was closed for aboul
seven years.” he said “Although there
were others interesied 11 . no one clse
had tred to clean o up”

White 13 stymied by 3 patchwork of wine
labels pasted 1o the floor of the building s
olfices. “We've tried to scrape them
. We poured water on them. hoping that

would make 1 easier to cemoe the
labels  he said We want to scrape them
off befare we put @ new floor aver the old

o
The wont paneled offices were damaged
when the building s deains couldn t tandle
the runofl duning a runstorm

We had a Lake on the roof * White said
*Most of the paneling i sull good” he
wud. We te gong (o keep as much of ot
a we can

The winery s storeroom still hiuses e
oords from 199 the year the LaSalle left
the building An apenced wond paneled safe
seilded ol recopts. The safe remains
open because ity combination has been
hnt.
In the wine tasting room’ a planter
which had been mousted on the ceding
droops halfway to the flaar,

The faucets have been taken from the
room's vellowtd sink

Downstairs, where dinery mav someday
enjoy their meals mside the glasshined
vats. workers step over puddles of wine

The interiors of the 86 vals are now
fearly snaccessible The only openings on
the first floar are three feet high and three
fiet wide. White hopes to preserve the
sperungs and the winery's wooden machid-
ery s historical cunsities

THE VATS AVERAGE 10 (o six feet i1
dameter Mist of them extend (o the sef
and thar - .

The hvdraulie elevator will also be re
sored White said “Edison has asked us
ot o run 1t because they feel st might not
Lo safe But we had it running before they
While

ne out
<and

The steel machinery witl be sold, Two wi-
neries amd a sinegar manufacurer have
expressed. interest n it

In one room botthng machinery 18 still
hwked up to electricty An undetermined
qaantity of wine s stll in the machine s
tank.

I haven turned it on” White said
Im afrad LIl get wine spraved all over
the rom This place 13 dirty enough

and U rums perfectly

utumn overview:
the sweatercoat
from PETER G.

Thick, natural wool knit
into a soft surrounding.
Hooded and togg!
into a coldweather
cover for the great
inand outdoors.

In oitmenl wool, with patch poe-

hets

Sias 8L

W0, Contem-

porary Collections, at Hudsin's
Northland and Oakland stores,




