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editorial opinion_ |

Without benefit of tarot cards or crystal ball, 1
would like to make a prediction about life in the
suburbs h

In the vears ahead. we will become a more
stable society and more oriented to outdoor activi-
ty In greater numbers. we will be participators
n community and individual' sports activily.

Instead of two cars in every garage. we ‘will
move toward three bicycles in every garage
There will be softball and soccer teams lor every
ase group and those wha don't play some kind of
team sport will be i the minority” There will be
a big ¥mphasis on physwcal fitness and less con-
cern with very expenswve leisure time activities.

The swing to this was most noticeable this past
summer. For 12 vegrs 1 have lived next door to
hoh school playle?ds and tennis courts. Now.
crowded tennis courts aren't new. That sport has
been rapidly growing But. playfields being used
steadily over the summer if a change.

For the sake of an expanding'waistline and a de-
«re for a tension rehever. 1 ride a bike for a
cuple of miles each evenng

THERE WAS USUALLY & men's softball game
ot at the high school after supper. When it was
a pic game. the women played t0o. In another
area. there was usually @ small crowd watching a
soccer match and often as not. there was a girls’
teague softball game on another diamond

Goflers picked the far corners to practice
swings. One or two dog owners were working with
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their pets on dog obedience exercises. It was the
first summer | have seen these facilities used so

. consistently.

Some evenings when the weather was clear |
would ride my bike to Twelve Mile in Southfield
and pedal the bikepaths between Evergreen and
Lahser. These were put in when Twelve Mile was
widened last year. In many places there are side-
walks in addition to the asphalt bikeways

Sure, I have heard comments about bikeways
being {rivilous when money is so sorely nepded
for edication or other community improvements,
but they are used and enjoyed. They keep bikers
off the highways and encourage residents to un-
lock their doors and come outside in the early eve-
ning. .

Besides, there's a developing spirit of goodwill
among bikers. A woman who rides the bikeway

~<n the other side of Twelve Mile always has a

fiiendly wave for me. clear across the lanes of
fast moving traffic. It's as if she is saying. “Hi fel-
low biker. Isn't this a great way to spend a sum-
mer evening?”

There is no age limit to these bikeway riders.
They range from kids to very mature adults,
They smile a lot. they exchange greetings and
thty look very pleased with themselves for having
discovered how good it feels to be active on their
own power.

Changes in attitudes can't be legislated, but
such things as bikeways can implement them.

1t sounds so silly The only thing is—it works.
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A newsaholic confesses

Mhe ~14 aw aboct the ' busmans
lies Th mast newspaper

persons. A 1 does o me.
Whenever we g9 on vacation, we
by an evtra carmang case for the
adtof tran papers Tsave That's plob-
ably one of the reasns my husband

fom agdests we ot awdy from
has o fear of Dyng because
les of papers | accumulate
Awars tip the scales

The week before Labor Day we
drove th London, Ontarn Fortunately
ed 11 an orgy of clothes shop-
» Uhad ennugh bais ty stuff the
tendon Free Press v With wflation
in Carata rampant. the Free Press
st me hack 15 ~aday ButI'ma
yter

1 FIND 1 fase
Leatiens from
small Amencad towns, On

atni reading pub

8 he froat
pase of the London paper of Sept. 2.

196 1t savs The Weather Sunny
Hih 18 Detas on Page 2
"\ high pressure
ot nurthern Ontarn
1 brmgag suany
udy perods, and cool
tertperatures Lo southwestern On.
rarmo. it sud on page two  Winds
Sywild be from the morth at 24 kmm
115 mphr Expected high and low tem
peratures are 18 65 and 8 Ty
Canada v on the metric system
which 15 complétely confusng’ You
ly someth:ng and 3dd some
. clse and 1t never comes out

right the way | figure.

1 bet you didal know that Lake
Frie's perch populatwn has dechned
In recent years and it may take a
cogple of years to bounce back Next

trne youre gulping a tranquilizer
after being stuck n bumper-to-bump-
er traffic in Southfield. thnk about
the dramatic falling off of the fish pop-
uation 1n Canada and count your
blessings.

STRAY DOGS may be a problem in
Scathfield. but they make headlines in
the London press. First. London Gity
Council decided to seck aulh?:ly

from the province to impose tougher *

&we controls. including a mavimum
penalty of $1.000 for owners whase
pets trespassed. leashed or unleashed.
on private property.

The province replied. mildly. that it
was undertaking its own siudy of dog
control and licensung  Council earlier
rejected a $6.000 dog census proposal
Fither the budget was tight or the
oouncll members were,

Annther bit of trivia [ discovered in
the paper 15 that only two doctors in a
mojor Canadian cty believe i ster-
tlizatton on request for childless
wpmen The writer argued that chi
dren will{no longer be a must item for
every mhrniage A doctor rebutted
Wemen who change therr funds after
sterilization leave scars on his
psyche Better on hus than the patient,
| mantain

.

TOLURISM IS way down in London
and 1t's no wonder [ read that gas
prices increased 49 cents an impenal
galln +5 U'S quarts) and range from
$102 for premium to 97.2 cents for un-
leaded and 942 cents for regular
Even pump»n-ygnyscll statigns
charged 839 cents @ gallon for regu-
lar

A cartoon picture postcard on the

teditonial page of the London Free
Press. dated “Summer, 1976." and ad-
dressed to Joe Tourst, Bicentennial
Lane. U S A. read. “Dear Joe. Having
4 not sofull time Wish you were
.here Yours longingly. Canadian Re-
sort Operator

On the front of the card were car-
toons of a pump with a scowling face
saying. gasolme costs.™ a bulging
money bag bearng the words. “food
and lodging prices.” and a frowning
dollar il stating “exchange rate ™
The American dollar 15 worth about
97 cents in Canada.

FEELINGS ARE running high in
London's taxs industry about the need
for a 22 per cent farc hike. Cabbies re-
ceived 2 26 per cent increase 15
months ago but they're caught 0 a
gasoline and insurance price squeeze.
No wonder we saw so many people
walking 1n Red Cross oxfqrds.

Soutnfield council members might
be interested in an editoral in the
London press One hberal member of
the Canadian House of Commons sug-
ested working 150 days instead of 180
with a recess every six weeks and a
two-month summer break

“It’s basically a good idea.” the edy
tonal read. “There are many hard
working members who could perform
their duties better with more time off
from routine House sitings. Others
could sleep as well at home as in the
Commons .

*To accomodate fewer sitling days,
the maximum limit on most speeches
could be reduced from 40 to 20 miin-
ues. That's an even better idea.”

My husband may grumble amd my
papers he may crumple, but what can
you do when you are a newsaholic?
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The cat was not talkative

Stupid cat. 1 said to myself

1t was a weekday. [ had the after-
noon off and planned to sit i the
shade with a tall glass of lemonade
and a good book The cat had other
Weas. He spent the night pronling the
'1eighborhood and found a cat who
wgs willing to bite off as much as
copld chew

$o0 by mormirng. our cat had an ab-
scessed paw and 1 had an appoint-
ment with the local aumal climsc..

Qur cat doesnt Lke nding in the
car. he Likes veterinary offices less
By the uime | got him 1nto the office,
he was wideeyed and paoting and
leaving a thick trail of shedded hair

“What a cute cat.” a guf waiting in
the reception room saud. | didnt think
s0; my hands were wefling up [rom
the scratches. Sull, it made me feel a
little better. Someone thought our cat
had some redeeming valve.

} mt in the reception room with
bosh-hands around the cat's neck and
shoulders. He glared at the dogs sit-

[

4
ting around The dogs curled their lips
and strained at their le.

~Cotton Stoddard.” a nurse said
“The doctor can see you now.”

THE €AT DIDN'T understand what
she said Or else he just wanted to 1g-
pore the inwitation. 1 picked him up
and carried him inside.

We named him Cotton because he's
white and shrinks [rom water. He
also shrinks (rom doctors.

“What seems to be the problem.”
the doctor asked. He was looking at
the cat. The cat didnl answer. He
never talks to strangers.

“He gt In lm‘w‘d.

“Cats coming for a
fight?” be asked.

“No, he went looking for it.” I told
him. The cat heard me and hung his

ad.

“He #fidnY be doing that,” the
doctor said. “He's beea fized "

That's probebly why he was in &
fighting mood, [ said (0 myself

The doctor dug through the fur and
found the wound. He pulled a necdle
out of somewhere and stuck it in the
cat. Cotton didn't like that and I
didn't either. 1 was holding hum at the
tme. Well. trying to hold him

The doctor gave me a little packet
of pills. "Have him take one of these’
a day.” he said. .

Easier said then done. You can
gnnd a little pill into a pound of tuna
and a cat can smell it a mule away

1 carried the shaking ball of fur and -

claws back out to the reception ares
and waited in line to pay the bill. The
cat isnt covered by Blue Cross.

While we waited. a woman carried
ina brnvnhh"-:ny. mangy alley ‘.
It was spott immediately by the
girl who was still waiting in the recep-
ton room.

“What a cute cat.” she said

“[ bet she says that to all the cats,”
1told our cat. He ignored the remark.
Stupid cat.
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