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editorial opinion ‘

Tax reform action needed, quickly

1t's time for voters and state legislators to grow

upE\ery day reports on the future of school dis-
tncts around the state grow bleaker. Yet. the
state legistators sit on their hands while voters ob-
stinately protest the present formula for paying
the education bill by turning down millage
requests

State Superintendent of Instruction John Porter
laid 1t on the hne recently when he said the bot-
tom will fal} out of the state’s educationaksystem
by 1980 1f something isnt done to reform the sys-
tem

Voters around the state are up in arms over the
increase 1n their property taxes. Voters in the
Farmungton school district have caught the fever
by turning down the district’s most recent millage
request

Fven though voters are sending a message o
Llansing. nothing is produced but a lot of hot air
from the state lawmakers. Everbody agrees the

Throwaways are a luxury we can no longer
afford. {Statt photo)

system must be changed. but no one has come up
with any ideas.

MEANWHILE. THE KIDS SUFFER. Numerous
teachers have been laid off.leaving students faced
with teachers who don't_ even know much about
the subject .

1t's bad news, and it could get worse. Look at
schools in Pinconning, Cheboygan and in the Ke-
leva-Norman-Dixon district of Manistee Count
Voters refused to renew the entire millage pack-
age for the their childrens education.

That's plain stupid.

Many voters, property owners in ‘paiticular.
have developed a sick attitude as far as education
is concerned.

They think that by refusing millage rencwals
and increases, they are getting even with the tax
system.

Nonsense. Ali they're doing is cutting their own
kids' throats, not to mention the fact that they're
contributing to the erosion of their own commu-
nity.

Sure, the system needs o be changed. Another
method of financing education needs to be found
But it's the height of stupidity to cut of your nose
to spite your face. And what an ugly lace we're
all getting by being so obstinate

The high price of litter

The Litter Lobby—those businesses and unons
who make money from throwasays—will stoap to
nothing n their efforts to block voter approval of
Proposal A, which would ban throwaway bever-
age cans and botties.

With shick. expensive radio commercials, the
Litter Lobby., ahich calls atself ~Commuttee
Against Furced Deposits.” s telling folks the
prices of pop and beer will saar af Proposal A s
passed Nov 2 The Latter Lobby 15 wrong for
many reasons

ebup and beer prices will not be ransed because
ot a ban on throwaways Rather. you would pay a
depostt once and ket your money back when you
return the bottles. or 1f sou buy more beverages.
the bottles you return will coser the deposit on
the bettles you take ot The Litter Lobby 15 tell
e a whopper azan by scaning folks with that
high price taik. .

oThe cost of having throwaway cans and bol-
tles 15 not zero. Smushed bottles on roads harm
tires Broken bottles and rusted cans on treclasas
and in parks hurt Kids and pets Latter along rural |
roads s o hazard to farm amplements, truck
tires. hvestock and crops,

SEMTA: Camel, platypus

On halance, the Michizan Legslature did the
nght t i gvang the Southeastern Michigan
Transpartation Authority (SEMTA) power to
rase $125 mullion a year toward a rapid transit
ssstem.
the wav the legislature “restructured” the
tranait system's board must make one
1 camel 15 a horse desizned by a com-
then the new SEMTA board s the off-

sprind of a camel a duck-billed platypus and a
wombat

brard was estabhshed in 1968, the se-
has been fairly rational The South-
an Council of Governments picked six
bers and the governor three

OAKLAND AND WESTERN Wavne counties. i
particular. et a raw deal from the “restructur-
iy

Consder Detrot gets five members on the new
15> member SEMTA board. Al are appointed by
the mavor—but not subject to confirmation by the
That's poor procedure. but that's

County has an executive. But does the
(rkland County executive get to appoint the coun-
tv s three SEMTA board members” No One s
picked by the oounty board of commissioners and
twu by 1COG County Executive Dan Murphy
thunks the new farmula 1s a snub to Oakland's pwo-
neeriny work with the executive system. and he's
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absolutely right. What,s sauce for Detroit ought to
be sauce for Oakland County. too.

The “restructuning” would have made far more
sense had the county executive been given the
power of appointment subject to confirmation by
the county boald

OAKLAND GETS a bad deal another way

The weirdos in Macomb County have been too
provincial to jont SEMCOG. So the legislature ac-
tuatly awarded this provinciality. this civic isola-
tiorusm, by allowing the Macomb County board to
appoint both of Macomb's SEMTA board mem-
bers

But the good guys tn Oakland. who have re.
maned loyal to SEMCOG. get kicked in the chops
hecause Oakland County gets to make only one of
s SEMTA appowntments itself; the other two Oak-
land seats will be filled through the SEMCOG
process

Those costs aren’t reflected i the prices of pop
and beer. but they are reflected in medical dosts
in vetennal costs, i read maintenance cossom
auto owners” costs, 1n homeoswners costs i fim
ers’ costs.

eLitter generates more tter When slobs throw
away g “nonreturnable’” or Cconsetience  can
or bottle. 1t weakens everybody's respect for o
clean environment

Having throwaway cans and bottles v o lusury
Michigan can no longer afford By passmg Pro-
posal A Nov 2, we can ban thuse throwasiys
Don't let those expensive commercials about
“forced deposits™ trick you,

It you. too, are outraged at the Litter Lobby.
there are many organizations you can join to fight
for passage of Proposal A

One 15 a local affiliate of Michigan United Con-
servation Clubs, which spearheaded the drive to
put the proposal on the ballot. It 18 basically a
bunting-  and fishing-oriented group

Another is East Michigan Environmental Action
Council, One Northfield Plaza. Troy. Call Betty
Wolfe. volunteer coordinator. at 8796040

and wombat

That's patently unfair on the face of it. Oakland
gets punished. not rewarded. for s regional par-
twipatien in SEMCOG

WESTERN WAYNE County gets a bad deal on
apportionmend

Detroit. with a population of 13 mullion, gets
five SEMTA board scats. The rest of Wayne Coun
ty. with a population of 1.2 muillion. gets only
three SEMTA board seats.

In case you're weak on math, it figures out to
one SEMTA board seat for every 260.000 Detron-
ers and one for every 400.000 suburban Wavne
County residents. “One person. one Vole™™ Not
when it comes to building a multr-billion dollar
rupid transit system'

But perhaps western Wayne should be thankful
for small favors. Right now those | 2 million sub-
urbanites have absolutely no one on the board.
and haven't In two years

AFL-CIO President Wilham Marshall, of Tay-
lor, had to quit twa years ago. Gov Miliken daw-
died for more than a year, then appointed ad man
Thomas B. Adams of Bloomfield Hills to full the
viacancy. Adams resigned without ever having at
tended a meeting.

Milliken dawdled another vear and then filled
the post with Dwight Havens—who happens to be
president of the Greater Detroit Chamber of Com-

merce
Suburban Wayne County was shalted agamn

Issues, not character, should decide

I wish the presidential election were over. 1 am
tired of hearing about lusting and television blun-
ders because they dont go to the heart of which
man can do the best Job of leading the nation

Show me a man who doesn't lust and I'll show
you a man wha has some mental or physical ad-
ment

Show me a man who appears before miflions on
television and doesnt make a mistake and 111
<how you,a man who hasnt said anything of im-
portance

1t 1s said that this election will be determined
by the character of the candidates and not the
1ssues involved If this 1s true. it'1s not very satis-
fying to the Amenican people because Democratic

» pollster Hart says that fewer than hall of the
American registered voters will vote Nov. 2. This
hasn't happened since the 1924 Coolidge-Davis con-
test.

WHY ARE THE American people turned off”
Because they are looking for answers. and they
are frustrated by what they are hearing.

They want to know from the candidates how
they stand in solving the problems of crime in the
streets, inflation, unemployment and what is
going to happen (o thewr taxes

|

Fecentrictie

by HOARY ML HOG N SR,

1 ran across a quotation by a British historian.
Prof. Alexander Tyler

“A democracy cannot exist as a permanent
form of government. It can only exist until the
voters discover that they can vote themselves lar-
gesse from the public treasury

“From that moment on. the majority always
votes for the candidates promising the most ben-
efits from the public treasury, with the result that
a democracy always collapses under loose fiscal
policy. always followed by a dictatorship.

“The average age of the world's greatest civ-
ilizations has been 200 years.”

THE INTERESTING THING is that Prof. Tyler
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made this statement more than 200 years ago.
And. of course, we have just celebrated our 200th
birthday this summer.

Can the United States be the single exception
among democracies which have risen to power
and excellence and Lhen lost their democratic heri-
tage?

The current signs are not good Twenty years
ago we stood alone and unchalienged as the rich-
est and most powerful nation on the earth The av-
crage citizen of this country was the envy of the
world, with more personal freedom and more ma-
terial possessions than ever had been dreamed
possible.

Today the average citizen is frustrated. dis-
illusioned and angry at our institutions. which he
perceives as controlling the destiny of the nation

THE AMERICAN CITIZEN wants his country
to be No. 1, wants to be proud of it and is desper-
ately looking for leadership to bring his country
back to its position of eminence and bring his own
life back to where it is safe to walk the streets at
night and be able to save a little money to put his
kids through college in the future.

It's about time the candidates face these issucs,
America did not become strong with unbalanced
budgets and federally created jobs. America cant
remain strong by playing Robin Hood and contin-
wally increasing the taxes on the wealthy and busi-
ness to help the poor. because those nations which
have tried this have found that business without
incentive does not grow. And business that does
not grow deteriorates.

Let's not make this an election based on charac- ’

ter, but an election based on issues.

Let us, as viters, not be so egotistical as to say
that no man deserves our vote. but instead lorce
the candidates to take pogitions that will build our
country, solve our internal problems and again
make us unchallenged as the richest and most
powerful nation on earth.
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Press feeding
on gossip

One of the biggest topies of local political
gournalisue gossip n the past fes, davs has been
the fead gong on between the ediors of the De.
trot News and their columnist. TV commentitor
Lou Gordon

In recent weeks they hase been argumyg with
Iy putr aught and mem over the risce for
S Senate between Don Riegle and Marv

The News ran o series of news stories eritwal
of Rieple he allegedly signed s wife's namee to
their Joint tax return and kept the refund unul
she asked him for at, he was ranked by national
columnist Jack Anderson as among the worst
members of the Congress. according to a poll al
nembers and staffers. and he supposedly has
tiken a position 1n support of husing to antegrate
schools

The News then followed these stores up with i
strong editortal argumg that these were reasons
why Esch should be clected to the Senate

GORDON replied in o volumn i the News
where he has o regular shot

He chimmed that the tax return story wis
cooked up to embarrass Riele just at clection
tune. that Jack Anderson imsell had not con-
ducted the congressional popularity poll himseli
and Gt would vote for Riegle af he hived
Michigan. and that Mwegle was qust as much
munnst busungt as anvhody else,

Gordon also sand same nasty things about the
News editorial ethies suggtesting that the paper
conserously was slanting its news eoverage of the
campatgn to correspond to ity previousty deter
mined editorial views

‘The News then rephied  to the amazement of
many. to Gordon inan eiitorial of its own It
called im xome nasty names and sasd some dis
paraging things ahout hes own ethies as @ news
man

WHAT IS really pomg on here. aside from a
long standingt battle n Gordon and the
News twhich boosts the ratings for one and
the circulation of the others i a vielation of an
old unwritten rule of journahsm: Thou shall not
comment. tn print at least. on the competency or
ethies of another Journabist

And what, n turn. 15 behind this s o sernus
and troubling problem begmming to affect Amery
can Journabism

Fyver sinee its great suceess in Watergate our
journalism has  coneentrated anereasinglv on
sgoing behind” the facade of pubhe statements.
Journalists have ted o 2ero i on private
lives of public figures. often without taste or real
public service: Did President Ford. while a Con:
gressman, ever play golf as the weekend guest of
somebody who was an exeeutive with U Steel”
iCan anvbody. espeerally a semor Congressman,
really be bought by a golhing weekend”y Did Gov
Carter really fly around Georgia in planes owned
by testile companies” (Unless there 1s evidenee
that Carter favored nappropriately the textife in. .
terests while he was governor. does anyhody
care™

Gossip has replaced news. fact has become sub-
ordinate to rumor. the legitimate needs of public
figures for somw respeet for their priviiey has
been forgotten

And then, with no more dirt to pull outl on pub-
Bie figures. the press i its ravemng need to keep
critical. aggressive and fully Investigatory now
starts criticizing itself in print

I'M NOT suggesting that the press itsell should
be off limits to criticism. nor am ! suggesting
that members of the press should not attack ob-
vious ineplitudes by other press people.

What [ am saying 1s that the press runs the
great risk, in its current fashionable need for gos-
sip and criticism. of destroying its own credibility
with the public

1t's like the giant in the fairy tale. He grew so
great by devouring his own opponents and felt his
appelite so undiminished that he finally began to
feed on himsell and so died



