How Citi

(EDITORS NOTE
Lobby

urbanites. Here is the wde siory of
MCLs workngs +

By TIM RICKARD

The first ume Doug Ross and Barbara
Grossman went to to register
lobbyists, the Lttle oid Lady in the Secre
unn‘sn::dluﬁmmd«l ~Whom
& you

“Cituens Consumers.” Mlm-vﬂd
1'm a cruen. and you dont represent
me.”" she snuiled. and nl\ud 1o reguster
tem

LATER THEY got red
by mail Since that day in January 197
the team of Ross and Grossman—known of-
fisily as “Michigan Qtuens Lobby.” a
oo profit corporstion—has run up 3 lang
wnng of succewses. lobdying and cam-

M for consumer and lax Lisues

deistator 1 travel rules. the genenc drug
prescription Law and the used car buyer
protectin ball

“In the summer of 73. we began the pets-
tion drive Lo repeal the sales tax on food
and drugs 1approved by voterst That took
W through 74

Since then. there have been the auto re
pairman licensing law and a start on “sun-
st laws for state agencwes

For the second umgm election. MCL
tas a proposition on the Nov 2 ballot—
Proposal D 10 et income taxes for & per
cert of (he populition and raise them for
18 per cert through 8 graduated income
v

YET BY THEIR design. L only rames
ane exer bears on MCLs televised news
acfetences are [oug Ross and Barbara
Grossman

We'te e fablc rames  sad M
Grossman - but we re nut the reason the
thing 18 successtul We re the Up of e ice-
erg

Sa:d Ross We say we Rave i evcesy
o 30000 mermbers We dint charge mem
berhip dues A member 13 scmeone wto
says. [ owant 1o be imviiied w
&resp  They gel matenals and
about two maings 3 vear Lo
membership

Its clears 3 lese kind of memder
ship It flaat from soe to ssae | osup
prie we Pave 2 Rard cire of 5000 O

19000
uung Proposal D e the Balia re
qared DEOX petiton wgratres That
pts the rumber of cireutators at 13 000 t
15000
That's a great check an 3 gr
urselies—he Wil
12000 or 15 000 pecple
el them 1o @) anythng  Hoss said

P ke

NCL HAS N0 Ixal chapeers There are
fo membership MeECLTEs CLONERLOAY
clections There 1s no furmal survey of the
entire bocy

The admitted kuseness of memberstp
Fas led more than one pol.tical vbserver 1
wonder 1f MCL 1501 st two persons and
2 siush fand

The shurt answer 15 that MCL as run by
¢ teard, meeting for an eve
three weeks of 0 Fur an or.
Qarazatin with such immerse political
clout, MCL's board consists of peltical u
knowns

Chairman Fred Steirhardt. a Detroit Law
yer. Michael Firez. a Detrot salesman,
Fay Kraepe! a paper company empioyee
from Taylor Harry Lester a steelworker
from Rockwod e Bedamian a house:
wile from Luncoin Park. Sheldon Sorkia 2
dertist from Try

That's ur Hoss of Blows 4 Hils. and
Mrs Grossman. of Troy and Nos 7and 8

The nirth seat was vacated when lawyer
Uariel Dozer moved 1o Waskington Nom
raters will be accepted from members
and a new dorector .l be elected by the
board

Ross. Stermhardt and Mry Gressman's

hatand are o4 school chums Other
toard members are (nemds. spouses of
Inends, acquaniances thrgh he years

o poltical battles
Were imoliing peogle who arent i

MML asks

The Michizan Mumcipal League has
asked vuters W repect Proposal C. wheh
wil appear on the Nov 4 balat

In 3 ietter 1 &3 members, MML Presi
dert Charles B Patmer. mayor of Caw.
son wamed that passage of the proposal
would resut @ drastic shft i Mch
gan s stale bocal system of public fnance
and bring increases i bxal property
s

* What Proposal C advocates faul to pomt
out.” Palmer said. “1s that & great deal of
the state's W revenues are not spent by
the state at all. but are returned to local
gorvernments 1o be used fur essential serv.

xes

The proposal woud Lm.t the revenoe of
e state government to 8.3 per cent of the

ronal income of the stale dunng any
pven fiscal year Spending. and con-
sequently state Laxes. could only go above
(hat higure if & state of emergency were ap-
proved by twothuds of the state legula-

peyers Voung “No™ on proposal C. a state:
wide organuzaton formed by the League of
Women Voters Lo coordinale oppostion W
the proposal. Lo express its members’ 0ppo-
ston to the consttutional smendment
“By hmitmg the state’s abity o rase
additional revenues 1o help local unds

MCL's ok

volved 1 political pares. We purposely
went to people who werenl i politics.”
sad Hoss

The toard goes over program proposals
carefully The board must give Ross and
Mrs Grossman pror approval to hold
news conferences. which are geared pnma
nly to television

THE ANSWER to how policy gets made
Is a lutle longer For example
“Someone came to us with a good case
o Faneral home abyxes.” Ross recalled
It looked like something we could get
vt |tk it to the board Then we
ounced 1t off key activists
They -activists) didnt want 1o deal
i They admitted maybe they were
ketting npped off alter they were dead.
but they wanted to work oa something that
wod belp then while they are still alive
1t you cant make an 1ssve (mportant to
peopie 3 everyday lines. nothing will hap-
pen " The funeral home project was

cropped

Added Mrs Grossman ““We have knowl-
edgeadle people with & serse of feedtn
When 1 just started talking about auto re-
pairs. people would nod thewr heads

Ross said bouncing an 1dea off key achiv
ot mvelies a combination of scienufic
samping and careful histerung for qual
tative response They lock for wntensity of
response and ask people Wil you work
te w™

KEEPING T SIMPLE 15 the key to any
MCL proposal Twice voters have defeated
proposals (o permut a gracuated tncome
G in Michigan—n 1968 and as recently

1972

MCL. leaders think their Proposal . how-
ever will fly Ross explaned

We did swme poliing—we can do it
cheaply. with volunteers People told us
two things First, pedple didnt know what
it (2 graduated income Lzl was
all they were being asked to do un ‘68 uﬁ
T2) was take some ‘iprofubitive ) language
ot of the constitution and trust the legista
ture

The ansuer that came back was
Gt trust the legusiature

So MCL's new proposal. if passed. will
require ncome 1ax cuts for single tax
payers earrung £20000 or less. along with
exemptions of $1.500 per person in the fam-
iy The lost reverve would have to be
made up by the legislature’s raising the
rates of b ther incomes [t's a simple. two-
step prop aition

Such sitiphfying has led the Michigan
Sate Chamber of Commerce to charge
Ross with “propagandiang to false stereo-
types.” playing to “emotions.” tryng to
Tum taxation 1nto a clasy usve,” “nvent-
g devils” and fosterng & “them-against

We

no on ‘C
meet nsing costs of public senices. Pro-
posal C will shift tus problem to local
@uts—which w2l be forced to compete for
bxcal property tat increases”’ Palmer
3d

- For example. d Proposat C passes. the
state will be unable to increase state gaso-
Lne and vehucle regstration tazes—even
though there 18 a pressng need for more
resenues o offset the impact of nflaton
on state and road mamtenance repair pro-
png

LIT dinner set

Coliege scholarships and financul ads
wil highight the Metropoltan Detrot
Schoolmen’s Cub (MDSC! annual dinner

portungies avaudadle to college students, es-
pecially those from middle income fami
bes

Co-dludo' Doug Rou(loﬁ)hlnhnﬂmndqy

" political chmate
|

MCL HAS A method for calling ouf se-
lect lroops for a specdic problem

Suppose a member of a legislative com-
merce commiltee 13 balkung at a consumer
till MCL has a listng of all the zip codes
0 s dstnict From the computerized
membership mailing list. MCL pnnts, out
the names of its activists in that lawinak-
or's distnct

recently was & moddern Paul Revere's ride by helicopter.
Dave (Sta#f photo)

MCL members 1n the distnict get cither
a target mailing or & phone call from Kay
Campbell, deputy 10 the codirectors and
field organizer

Suddenly the legislator finds hamsel( get-
ting 25 or % telephone calls (rom con-
sumers. atizens Usually—"93 timics out of
100" —4t's enough to tum around his sote

Why” “Lobbyists (Ross means business
lobbyists: have power only 1n a vacuum
Throw in 25 citizens on the &her side of

Manday, Octcber 25, 1976

(Ro7A, L, RW.G-SAP.C 11AJee SA
——

the issuc. and the legislator will say Lo the
lobbyists. *) cant help you; I've got too
fmuch hest.” The lobbyist wil accept that. "

ROSS GREW UP in northwest Detroit,
attended Mumford High and the Univer-
sty of Michigan, whers be did under-
graduate work in history and graduate
work in economics. He also sllended the
London School of Economics 1ot as good
as Michigan') and earned s master of pub-
lic affairs degree (rom the Woodrow Wil
wn Schaol at Princeton Univermty

Schooling was interrupted by Jobs of a
year or lwo—on the stalf of Cungressman
atlarge New Staebler (D-Mich 1 n 1563,
legslauve aide to Rep John Dingell 10~
Mich 110 1963, teaching in Detroit's North-
castern and Northwestern highs in 19678,
legislative aide to Sen Joseph Tydings (D-
Md b in 198370, assistant to New York's
then:Mayor John ¥ Lindsay for police.
fire and sanitation bnefly in 72

AL Princeton he wrote a book 1°not very
g0od™) called ~Robert ¥ Kennedy
Apostle of Change,” published by Simon &
Shuster A large portrait of RFK i3 the
chief decoration of his office in MCLs
hudqumen in he Southfield Uffice
Plaza. 17000 W. Eight Mile

Mrs Grossman was raised in New York
Qty and altended the University of Mich
igan from 196168 to carn an MA in psychol-
ogy Afer her marnage she worked In
1968-69 1n institutional research at the Uni-
versity of Detroit

RETURNING TO Michigan after leaving
Lindsay. Ross teamed up with Mrs Gross:
man to start MCL He worked out of his
apartment in Trenton. living off savings
the first year Mrs Grossman's husband
made their family income at an advertis-
ing_agency

The sccund year, Hoss began taking &
<alary that started at $8.000 and Mes
Grossman. as deputy. had & smaller sal-
ary

Meanstule, Hoss has also been working
for Cummon Cause, most wisbly on the

open mectings” law recently enacted e

ble Simon i3 & volunteer

ONE-THIRD of the budget comes from
individuals who contribute at fund-raisers.
The big one is 3 “beer bash," where ticks

_cts are 8 lo §25. iGifts are not tax exempl

because MCL docs not have charily statut
with the 1RS

One-third comes (rom church groups. (o
the 74 sales lax campaign. for example.
Methodists contributed money. and Catho-
lic orgamizations gave “inkind” help.

One-third will come from groups backing
Proposal D this year Hou specilically
cied the United Auto Workers and thw
AFLCIO :

With a siring of successes. Ross [inds
workers enthusiastic to help. But he
admits, “The real Lest will come when wg
lose one

Barbara Grossman is now co-

director of Michigan Citizens
Lobby. (Staff photo)

LAMPCRAFT, INC.
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o Lamp Repairing
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Pacer
roem

Pacer Wagon features a
practical 6cylinder
- engine as standard
equipment

pinfon

Pacer Wagons wide !
stance and Isolared
suspensiongive you a
smooth ride with
sure, stable
hanaling.

" Great Lakes |
Motors AMC, Inc.
11032 West Jefferson
River Rouge—841-6688

Grosse Pointe
AMC/Jeep, Inc.
18201 Mock Avenue
Detreis—885-8000

aesign gives you the

amuch bigger car

12100 Telegraph Rood

23951 Plymouth Road

COME SEE OUR
NEW AMC PACER WAGON.

RIDES LIKE A PACER, WORKS LIKE A WAGON.

Pacer wWagons special hatch

wagons wide
andcomfort of

Pacer Wagon's rack and

gives you direct,

respansl ve steering.

Claborn
AMC/Jeep, Inc.

Taylor—946-8201

Coon Brothers
AMC/Jeep, Inc.

Detreit—255-2700

w’URlNG A

Eastland
AMC/Jeep, Inc.
32899 Van Dyke Avenue
Warren—979-8700

eliminates the cumber-
some tailgate of other
wagons.And the bother-
some lip of other
hatchbacks

THERE’S MORE TO AN AMC.

Ed Bailey

AMC/Jeep, Inc.
8 N. Main Street
Royol Gak—399-2400

Village

Rinke AMC/Jeep, Inc.
38141 Oratiot Ave.

M. Clemens—468.08

No other U.S. car company offers
a full 2 year, 24,000 mile warranty
on engine and drive train. Pius
everything else (except tires) is
covered against factory defects
or fallure due to wear for 1 year
or 12,000 miles

Rose
AMC/Jeep, Inc.
8143 Commerce Road
Union Lake—363-4155

AMC/Jeep, Inc.
666 5. Woodward Avenue
Birmingham—646-3900

Pacer Wagons
unique wice design
cargo area-- makes
everything easy to reach

q |

Fiesta Motors
AMC/Jeep, Inc.
1203 Ann Arbor Road
Plymouth—453.3600

Greenfield
AMC/Jeep, Inc.
12600 Greenfield—337-0200
ond
20233 Grond River—$30-1300
Detroit




