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Tennis bubble bursts

By JUDITH BERMNE
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Tre Frackin faciity bult at a cost of
8, an not only leatures termus bt rac-

ard houses fuly equpped exer
33 lcker rooms complete with
aura sieam bath whiripool and massage
ares

Five oadx ¢ Cay courts. 3 backgammon
oo 2 » ik structor are other
extras Soon 1t will clfer a restaurant dedi-
caled 1o Realthiul sracks and lunches

To press their adrastages Brode and
Greenspan recently hured & fuil tme pro-
mot. mman and have Launched an adver-
tging campagn thrgh telewsion. radid

xx& press
WiAY DOES IT TAKE to make money

on a terrus facility”

Brode quotes f.gures hat sy given
today 3 bulding costs. a rew tennis Rouse
rxist be 72 per cert (2 from Tam 16 11
pm to show a profd

Angeher rule of thumb. he adds. 3 that
you need 150 playing mem.bers per cazt to
be successful

G reports that Lty costs dic-
tate more than 30 per cert of expenses and
are an importark ingred:ert as to whether
the price of playing ndoor terns will go

pore.
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Currentiy $am 1) 3pm count ine 10

most area teams houses nms §9 or 310
weekdays Prime ime—weck endsand eve
rangs—s $13 or $14 per hour

Cost of belonging to a club runs the
gamut from $15 for a resident of Birming-
Ram to belong to the Birmingham Racquet
Qb L a hgh of §2.000 for imtiation into
the Drtroit Tenmus Club kecated in Farm
naton Hills

Brode (naisty that the §93 Lor charged for
wngle memdership 1 the facquet clubs
does net cover costs of amenuties offered
such as operation cf the focker fooms com
piete with free hair pray and deodorant
or free coftee which has goc by the ways.
ide a3t Frarkim but stl s offercd at the
ater Brode Greerspan clubs

As for cout time, there's a puint Tight
row where people dont pay a It more
Brode believes " We are tryng Ly be cumr
pelive  Greenspan adds AL certan
hiurs | sce prices gurg down

IN FACT. tus has alreadh occurred at
e mapnty of area cicds

Those who €30 play before 9a m and be-
tween the Rours of 35 pm weekdays are
dfered early tird and KO rates
wrich are generaliy half the v t
time price and may &p to 381 per persen
pr Row S

Greenspan and Brode (rd some pro-
motioral vslue 1ty Indwer tennus 1y
ret just for Birmingham-Bicomfield
propic. 1t's for everyone  Greenspan said
as lorg 33 they re nt particular about
the time of day

For the future, the two look Lward the
deveicpment of new players and findng
business efficencies tu keep cperat
custs down buth for themselves and for
ternas indstry a3 3 while

We are traiung owners 1o betier run
the busness of tensus.” reports Brode
who 13 on the beard of the Natoral Indour
Tern:s Assoaagion
We dont want ancther bowling alley

fiasco to happen . be added. refemng 1o
the era when bowling faciiities became so
overduilt it nearly spelied Lnancial run
for the enure industry

Installaon of a comptter to atormat
cally operate utilities at Frarkiin and cesl
1ng fans 10 a1d tn pushung heat cown 1o the
courts at Centaur are examples of new
w2)3 10 cope with the everancreasing cost
of heat and electniaity

AS FOR PLAYER DEVELOPMENT.
Brode rotes two trends “Above the frost
belt the hard<core lenmus plavers are al-
ready piaying indoor terrus * and “we are
loging tenrus players to racquet ball which
13 cheaper 10 play (8486 per court and de-
mands less skil

The men acknow ledge they had the nght
istinct at the right tume when Greenspan,
a buider. and Brode. i1n the business of
swimmarg pools. opened Frankin in 1969
© play terus even when they wanted

Despite the present competitive market,
they have every hope for Frarkiin because
*“the clud 13 & 100 per cent location South-
field 1 sull dynamic and the center of the
metropolitan area

At tte same Lime. they insist that de-
spile te lenus boom of the early 1970s.
their take home profits haven't been world
shakzg ~“We are coastantly putting men-
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ey back 1nto our clubs * Greenspan said
“The davs of the doctors and lawyers

putung up o few collars and guing nto the

tenfus business are over.” Brode adds

a

Ll

{
Experts estimate that tennis courts must be filled to 70 per cent capacity in order for the ciub to

“Tenmis 15 big league business now make money.
NO. OF REGULAR PRIME
CLLB INDOOR COURTS MEMBERSHIP COLRT-TIME COURT TIME
Beverly Hilis Racquet
31535 Southhield Rd n §75 Per Person HY S
Birmingham  Racquet $15 Birmingham Resdents bl E1K)
2100 E. Lineoln 6 $2250 Non Residenls
Centyur Farms Racquet $225 Famidy. $93 Single
5700 Drake Road . 15 Junior s s
West Bloomfield 8 W (Entitled 0 Membership
w Square Lake & Frankhin
Court House Tenms & Racquets
6343 Farmington Road $195 Family. $100 Smgle Male 5 13
West Bloomheld 1 S8 Female, $40 Junior )
7
Cranbrook Tennis
520 Lone Pine Rd Scleetive: Membership No Na
Bloomfield Hills + 630 $250 Annual Dues Charge Charge
-
Detroit Tennis 2000 Bond. Annual | |
31031 Drake Road Fees $95 Famuly, §700 No No
Farmington Hills i Single $30 Junior Charge Charge
Farmington Racgquet 220 b{nulx $100° Singdle W $13
2477 Farmington Road 10 $10 Junior
Frankhn Raequet
21350 Northwestern Hghway See Centaur Above §lo SI4
Southfield 20
Jewish Community Center ’
6600 W. Maple Road $25 plus member of 4" si0
West Bloomfield 9 Jewish Center
Rochester Hills Racquet 200 Famuily! & Adult
20 W, Avon Road 8 $40 Student (Ages 1823 o $13
$30 Junior
Southdowrs Tenmss $155 Family 40 Single o s
24110 Industrial Park Drive $40 Jumar '
Farmington q s
Square Lake Racquet _
79 Denson Court See Centaur Above s10° sH
Bloomfield Hills 1”
Troy-Bloomfield Tennis House §215 Famuiy, $180 Couple sl SH
1824 W Maple Road §95 Single. $45 Junior
Troy ]
*Offers ~0dd Hour”
Speaial Rates

Marshal Gresnspan (left) and Symour Brode head what they call “the larges} operation of Indoor
tennis courts in the wortd 10day."

Workshop honors employers
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Wk drives trainees on oulings and helps

S also makes and sels jewelry a3 8
jpersons! fund-raiser for the erganuzstion

MPLOYER OF the Year" award was
Resta

b descriphon to Mt thewr first worker
from New Honzons

How the area tennis clubs stack up throughout Oakland County.

Phenomenal growth

Computers: Wave of the future

I you are 30 or older. you were bom be-
fore the dawn of the cumputer age—before
the birth of (1) perhaps mankinds serv-
ant. of, as sme suspect. (21 Big Brother
and Ris nosy electrome relauves

For batter or for worse. the computer 1s
modern man's companion for Life. espe-
clally for Amencans, the National Geogra-

phuc ¥y say3

1n 1351. there were only 10 computer sy3-
tems 10 the United States Today there are
225,000 computers with 700,000 people mak
ing. selling. repairing and attending them

That's not even counting that mutation
of munatunzation. the pocket calculator.
expected to increase another 18 mullion
this year .

ENTHUSIASTS are lempted 1o say Lhere

'8 nothing a computer cant do now. let
slone what 1t will be Ataring away at
the future —

The famuly room TV set could become a
home leaming center for a lee, pulling in
all kinds of teaching courses nforma-
ton from huge electronic memonies fed
and updated in storehouses at the far end
o a transmussion line

Home computers could be programmed
to run all household gadgets like vacwum
cleaners and lawn mowers, or trained to

_ recognize the voice of a Lelephone caller
and then tell him with umulated speech 8
message left st for

A COMPUTER remembening the height
ad weight of all your (rends could suze
up who ia ringing the doorbell

whether 1t

1 and report
is scmeone you know of &
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MANY HAVE contnbated 1o the gemius
of the computer Amug the big names are
Joha W Malchly. 3 Presper Eckert ansd
John o Neumann

The miniatknizng breakihrgh of the
omputer came with the 1nvertion of the
mucroprcessor Half the size of a stick o

Chewang gum at cuptans up o 3000 tran.
Sdrs Cqus At o 4 oo size computer
o 20 vears g

With mierupfocessirs, eetronie o
tarsts can buald . computer for §1.00 that
cutwarks the best that was avaitable in the
warly

Accountant asks
change at SEC

Both government and the accounting pro-
lession could do a better job of responding
to "the public niterest” in arcas of pubbc
accounting. 30d the head of Tuuche Ross
& Ca.. one of the nation s leading public ac-
counting furms

Russell Palmer offeced the following rec
ommendations for the Securties and Ex-
change Comnussion (SECH

*Prescnbe a framework of unform ac
counling prnciples

*Hequire auditors to attest that account-
g principhes selected by management pre-
sent information fairty

*Suspend from SEC practice a CPA who
falsifies or contributes to false accounting
records

*Require audiors to aitest o the quality
of internal controls and the quality of en-
forcement of thase controls 4n the annual
report.

#Vest the board of directors imajonity 1n-
dependent of management) with the au-
thorily Lo hue and fire suditors

*Prescnbe auditing standards

*Prescribe standards of conduct (or inde-
pendent audstors for accounting firms prac-
ucing before the SEC.

*Provide legislation amending the Secu:
rities Acts 1o make ”"'I"Bm alestfora

violation rather than knowledge.
eRefer wiliful cases 1o the gustice depart
ment rather than using injunctive action

Fatmer whose firm sued the SEC, charg:
ing that the agency’s administrative pro-
coedings aganst Touche Ross over Giant
Stores audtng v improper and bused
and threalens the Grm's business. sugges
ted hat the accounting profession

ePeovide guidelines for the auditor
faced with conflict between the manage-
ment of hus client company. its board. and
the public

limunate the prohibition of advertising
by public accounting firms so that the pro-
fession can publicly air its strengths and
weaknesses

*Take a cooperative rather than a reac-
tionary pasture toward regulatory bodies—
particularly the SEC sEstablish & public
terest reviewer to chalienge the activi-
ties of the entire profession i the name of
the public

Palmer praised both the regulatory
agencies and the accounting prolession.
But. he sad. it is reasonable to expect
“the pubbe will demand performance
above and beyond our presént standards.
no matter how high those present stand-

may be ™
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