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Disappointed gift-getter

says 'tis better to give

| have concluded that the de-
bate regarding whether it's better
to give than receive depends en-
tirely on who's giving what to
whom.

Personally, 1 prefer to
give . . . pnmarly because I've
been tho recipient of many gits
where 1t was the thought that
counted.

| don't mean to be snide o
snobby here. | have simply devel-
oped an aversion to gifts that are
preceded with “Oh, it's something
you'd never buy toryourseit”

Usually, they are right—1'd nev-
er buy some of the things Ive
been given

Q! course, the same thing has
probably passed through the
minds of people who received
gifts | gave. And it it was all added
up | would guess that 've given as
many roften presents as 1've got-
ten.

When you are a kid you really
aren't aware that you don't like

something The important tacet of
Chnstmas was that Banta Claus
did, n fact, come, and left a
presentinstead of coal

That was always a relict to me
on Christmas morning, to find out
that | made « through the year
without really mitting the o!d Guy
up north

Aslgrew older, however, | feQi-
1zed that a lot of what Santa Claus
trought wasn't exacty what b t.ad
inming

I could never remember asking
for 12 new parsotcotton Carter
underwear or a snowsuit, though |
was sure | had expressed astrong
deswre for the latest Tiny Tears
dod

For a while, | thought Santa
didn’t ke the cookies. and then |
figured itout.

With that revelation—who Santa
Claus really was—came a more
suspecting ming  along with less
than award-winning “Ch t love it”
performances
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The tirst tme | rermember redlly
ratng a present was the year my
aear old cweet aunt gave me o
[urne

There's ncthung wrong w.th get-
+nQ a purse. U've gotien many and
I've giwven many (cometimes the
ones | got), butths purse was not
to be believed

Lthink | was aboul 8 years oid~—
tnotatwas atleasta period inmy
e when haang the n g was
cruc.al

Thi, purse was nol m—then
1o Of ever

It was inledd, a very dltrange
thade of crange. <haped (ke 3
box and just as hard. ang bed-
ccked wih the tniest brown glas
t.c randic

Inside s orange plaste trame
was black fabnc with a [tte
pocket That'stor your combrsa.d
my aunt And there was naturaly
a mu.rrer glued onto the top

Itwas about the uglestthng 1’
cvser SefN 1IN what was then my
young (life  The passing years
haven'tchanged its status

Qut of respect for my aunt. my
mother made me carry that purse.
even when my tnends were ever
so chic with thewrr marshmaltow fLp
fiops ot only was i mortlied, but
I also had bruises ocn my leg since
the purse was constantly banging
aga:nst My body

Since then, | have iecarned, |
hope, how 10 be gracious, no
matter what was under the pretty
wrapping | have expressed
delght Gver aricies that would
make g¢ven the lackiest crninge,
and I have proudiy ¢.splayed sad
artcles. when and it the G.ver vis-
1eg

Veth my tamoy, | have taken e
n.cre directapproach

Lty mciher has teen nformed
tha! | No oNGer wear BJ,2m.as with
‘feet n themr  or  undershirts
(TRLugh | thak she Bought ther
ncre gut ¢of hadtthan nol rrow

ng)

Yy uinier hagn tecn 1o
cLn't want any reore
ftom her teginning potery Class
Its embarassing when fren

aLr

i my S-year-oid nephrw e .
matp.eceand | have 1o say. e

a5 cene by my 20-y037-0.0 L5
tor 7 She has &0 gaven w3

drawertul of sterlng wilver intaied
brushes | haveteld her not to give
me anymore. uniess she can tng
cne thathas my intials onat

Over the years, My Gther soster
has been pretty good Only once
have | had to menton that though
{ Lked the dress she gave me and
though | gppreciated 1 was a bas-
ga.n. I never hgze been asize Six

Betore | cast any more stones, |
rhowd reveal some of the rolen
presents, | have beutoaed upnon
trends and tarmaly
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I remiember the yedr whe't one
magzanne wted me o Thake
Great G:fts From O1g Glasces 7 |
ccoured my mother's cupboards.
gathering up all the glasses that
were never used. or so lthought

Then, according 1o cirectons. |
pasted on nbken after eibbon

.

As | recall. they had to be just
apoul the tackiest thogs | have
cver macde Atthetme however. |
was delgried with my transicor-
maton of plain everyday dnnking
glasses into plain everyday anink-
ing glasses with nbbons pasted
cn them

I never ¢id higure cut what they
were supposed to be. and my
tamily c¢rank out of paper cups for
about a week—the length of tme
i took my mother to soak cff the
well-glued nbbons

Ky triencs have a!so been the
recipients of less-than-welcome
presents

One year, t cdecided 1o gve a
giritnend ang tier husband a joint
present, one they cou'd both use
| cdeciged on an entertainment
boox. the k.ng tiied with coupons
alcaing two peopic 1o getl aimoest
anyth.ng forthe prce ctone

It v.a5 a bomb but then
now was 110 know they were get-
1ngacivorce?

Sereonecnte sa dhaline sa-
fest way 10 gawe o Chnutmas
preserniisto mare sure everytning
15 retornable or den't Ggive any-
g atai. excepteash

I gentagree wih ether its ngt
theac ar value cr the object itseit
thal makes a present fun s,
ngtezd ine love thal goes with

And yoo know, | did Love that
CTANGE L Urse

— CHRISTINE VWALDEN



