editorial opinion
Let public in for council selection

Council will show what brand of political class it
occupies as its members decide who should re-
place Councilman Robert McConnell when he de-
parts 1 January,

This decision. more than many, is surrounded
by an aura of special importance because the
council is making a decision that usually is made
by the volers

Because they have been vested with this trust.
councilmembers should be particularly sensitive
about the way in which they go about the selec-

. tion process.
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foremost on councilmembers' minds. All dis-
cussion shou!d be conducted in public. The council
has a moral obligation to show how and why the
replacement is chosen.

Although it may seem easier to some to ponder
the question of a replacement in private, it's im-
portant to maintain the trust of the voters—and
that involves discussion in public.

The excuse that public discussion could be em-
barrassing to applicants doesnt hold water
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cial's job. They must be willing to take all the po-
litical “flak that cemes with the job.

Politicians can't afford thin skins

Although the circumstances are unusual, the
council should seek as much public input as is pos-
sible. Names of all those who have apglied should
be made public. Voters, in at least one meeling.
must have the opportunity to say what kind of can-
didate they would like to see appointed.

Secondly, councilmembers should make their
judgements on who is the best person for the of-
fice, rather than who would make the best politi-
cal ally

WITH McOONNELL LEAVING the council is po-
litically split on a 33 basis. Mayor Keith Deacon
is the swing vote. If deliberations become heated,
the decision could take months. This is all the
more reason to open the doors to the public.

As one councilmember said in a relaxed mo-
ment, “if we can't agree with the other side on an
appointment, the seat just could remain vacant.”

That would be bad for the council and even
worse for the city. It would demonstrate that the
council is unable to work cohesively.

Politicians have an uncanny knack of cleaning
up their acts when they have to work in the pub-
lic eye. We hope they have the courage to face
the public in making this decision

May the best person win

STEVE BARNABY
Farmington edltor
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He was asked 1n the early 19%60s to lead our
negotaling group m the complex bargaining that
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the reat decade

And he wound up as charrman and chief execu-
Lve officer of Bendix Corp . currently ranked 70th
in the Fortune list of the 500 largest companies in

Sets good precedents
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Point

- by PHILIE L PORER

America and reparded as one of the best man-
aged corporations 1o the world

It's a blazng record that Blumenthal has writs
ten. It should yet agamn affirm thit for people of
talent. America 15 indeed the land of opportunity

BUT THERE'S MORE to Mike Blumentha! than
just a daxziing record

I had the great priviiege of serving with him
when he was selected chairman of the Michigan
Economic Action Council. a broadly-based group
asked 1n 1975 by Gov Milliken and the Michigan
Legistature to make recommendations to improve
the state’s cconomic climate.

Leading a group that included representatives
of every conflicting sector of our state’s life was
no bed of roses And to wind up with a final re-
port that was both m;x@alwe and far-reaching—
and which was cnthusidstically endorsed by both
the UAW's Doug Fraser and GM's ThomasMur-
phy—speaks volumes for Blumenthal's 1n-
telligence. petsistence and skill with people
N Blumenthal s—very. very bright without beug
an eggheads He 1s tough-minded and demanding
without being abrasive. He is a successful busr
nessman who 1s deeply concerned with the human
problems of our society and with business’ respon-
sibifity to help solve them

And he 15 transcendently concerned with the
central role which the highest ethics must play in

“

any business or governmental actvity *

1t 15 a superb appomntment. and anyone who has
had anything to do with Mike Blumenthal knows
it Everyone on this level wishes im well in his
new  assignment

W. MICHAEL BLUMENTHAL
A successful human being

Oakland executive beats off attacks

woald think Oakland County  politicians
£t proud that dhewr constitients were en
red enough to adopt the “unified™ govern-
plan with a county executive Instead. some
of them keep trvng 1o gum up the works of what
Is e clasest thing to a model county i Mich-

part the attacks are just poorly thought out
In part. the attacks are transparent attempts to
pick fights with County Executive Daniel T Mur-
phy and paint o political picture of him as being
Suncooperatise | :

An vaample of the former 1s the budget pro-
posal from he circuit court. An example of the
Latter was the buard of commussioners effort to
wrterfere with the admunmistration of car assign-
menls -

\

PRESIDING JUDGE James Thorburn pro-
posed. 1 his recent state of the judiciary mes-
sage. that the court be allowed to make s own
budzet. getting a lump sum from the commission-
ers and bypassing the executive

Politically. the judges’ proposat couldn't have
been more ll-timed. with such wide public dis-
enchantment with the courts that the public 1s de-
manding harsh punishments be imposed autematy
cully by law

The courts still lack—thank goodness ' —power
to Iévy taxes and so the judies are off base
suggesting that they have total authority over
their own budget

Morcover, the Judges ture many of the same
kinds of persons that general county government
hires. so it would be a serius mustake to have
two different scts of pay and personnel policies

The state law under which Oakland County oper-
ates planly gives the county executive the duty to
“prepare and submut to the board a recommend-
ed annual county budget and work pregram, and
administer the expenditure of funds i accordance
with appropriations.”

We are confident Murphy will tolerate no such
affront to the intention of the law and Oakland

voters piving the judges their own blank-cheek
budiget-making powers

THE BOARD of commissioners was wrong in
giving tsell inal authority over car assignments
despite the alleged allure of saving money

Properly. the board should—and does—control
the number of cars and general transportation pol-
iy Who uses those cars is the kind of day-to-day
question the executive should be left to deal with

In vetong the board action, Murphy attacked
the Democrats on the board of commissioners.
The attack was correct. but it should be pomnted
out. in fairness, that several Republicans were ap-
parently seduced by the money-saving talk and
also voted to interfere with the executive’s car au-
thority

Thus. neither party can truly boast that it 15 the
champion of the “‘umfied™ government system.

MURPHY HAS BEEN vocal in defending his
powers and- arca of authority. Sometimes he
makes enemies and gives the appearance of being
a curmudgeon about it

That impression is less than the truth. Murphy.
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[i gl his two-year tenure, has been subject
to constant attacks on the authority of the execu-
-yive. He has used. his veto power consistently to
ward off such attacks

1t has hurt him politicglly. as evidenced by the
fact that he ran behind much of the rest of the Re-
publican ticket Nov. 2.

But if Oakland County is to continue the execu-
tive system and be the outstanding county govern-
ment in Michigan, it is important to set proper
precedents in the early years. Murphy must con-
tiriue to guard the integrity of his office—and polit-
{cal imagery be damned.
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Saventy per cent (of tax rebates) will gd to
low-1ncome famijies vsho will spend it on food and
shelter which won't boost the economy that
much, or that broadly, for thatlong.” .

1
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by HENICY M HOG AN IR

Strong economy
must be built
in private sector

The voonamists are death wishi: us aean

Many of them are hmng upo trsangd e be the
fiest to torecast gloom and doom for 1997 Then
2t happens. thes can savs L told vou so I it
doesnt happen, no” one will totiee

L There is no giicstion that nationadly the tite o

growth of the ceonomy bas been slowang dovan il
teb a great brst quarter this year But the faet
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The Survey Rescarch Conter of the Unnversin
of Michuzan stll savs there iy consumer con
fidence an the cconomy This s g bellsether w
see i people are willing o bus

THE NEW ADMINISTRATION e Washington
has to come up with i strategs s Janwary Do
they want o b turn around or slow and con
sistent wrowth

\L"Jf-u 15 no question that a govermment-creiated

big turn around widlmean defie spending and ere
ate more ntlition More nflation means the val
ue of the dollar goes doswn and you siet less {or

The present thinkine revolves around 0 tanae
bate early 10 the year o put dollars - people’s
pockets. Seventy per cent ot this will wo 1o low
income families who will spend it on food and Siel
wr which won't boost the cennomy that much, or
that broadly . e for that Tz I woeuld be o three-
maenth punip-primng :

ANOTHER SUGGESTION 15 public works jobs
This area alwitys bothers me because it doesn 't
build anything permanent 1t puts people on i pay-
roll fr a given period of tme.but when it s over
no permanent jubs have been ereated tor these
people

Worse than that, it has become a deviee of ot
creating nes Jobs but switching payrolls Mayors
fove 1t because 1t allows them 1o lay off police
and firefsghters and rehire them on the federal
pavroll Under this plan, i lot of new jubs area’t
created And. when tie program s vver. the ety
has a real budiet problem trang to switeh them
back to locat payrolls

Unemployment can only be solved i the long
run in the private sector unless we are preparesd
to have everyone work for the government {or.
ever. I this happens. I'm not too sure who sl
pay thar salaries

I we are to have federat pump-prinung. led ot
be used to encourige the private sector to expgnd
and hire more people by giving incentives to pur-
chase new plants and equipment

If we are worried about unemployment. let's
use the funds to retrain workers because there
are jobs available .

Once these retrained people are hared in the pri-
vate sector, they are off the pubhc doles and not
a problem again when the {ederal funds run out

IF WE WANT a healthy cconomy in 1977, we
can't scare people out of buying. predicting what
could happen if such and such doesn’t happen

1f we want a strong economy to last longer than
1977. it can't be done by federal government mia-
nipulations. We have scen over he last thiee
years what happens when the government man-
ages. .

To make 1977 a greal year requires everyong's
confidence that it will be a great year. |
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