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Mercy falls short
in state finals

By TOM BAER
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Last season. a group of sad¥yed Mercy
cheerleaders held a rurnerup banner at
certer count after Detront Northeastern
beat their team i (he finals The year be
fore that, Detrest Dorunican played the
spotler And e year befure that. Do
ican defeated Mercy in the semufinals

“is just impesuble 1o descnbe what
s Lke for these kids who base been here
for the past three years,' sad Mercy
coach Larry Baker. planag the loser's
rele for uw second Straght season 1 the
ral u.< the Fast Kentwood gym last
Satur

AND, SOME of b5 players — serory
KD Harte. Mary Pal Hammell and
Marge Larges, for example — Fave endur-
od tevrmament dissppointment (or the past
ree seasons

But a day Later. Baker had put the tour
rament debacle betnd him. and already
was thurking about naxt season

‘1 tned Lo get thet munds off the game

Mercy's Lynn Yadach, on the floor, learned pain is part ot the
game, whether it's from physical contact with another player or a

penalty from a referee.
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Team Standings—1) Trenton, 8. 2v
Northy 8. 3 ey Plymouth Salem
and Lnona Frazkin, 5. ) Alen Park
47, 6. Reciord Thurston. 31. 7 (et Ly
and Farmnglon, 23,
Piymouth Carton, 2 10 Redford Union,

1ty 1tier Certer Line and Lvona Chure
Rl 0

Relay Resoks

%03 ar8 mediay relty—11 Northvile 21
Sakem 31 Treaton 4 Thurston. 3510

way back from Grand Rapids.” he

sa:d "Nat much serse dwelling on 1t But
1 woke up the next morming Lmr.Lr.x abun
next year What clse coud 1 do

Mercy will graduate five players from
s year's team: Harte, Hammell,
Larges. Leshe Sims and Mary Vicent But
some excellent players — Katie McNa-
mara. Duane Dictz and Sue Brown, for ex
ample — will return And then there's
Mcrcy's feserve team, also coached by
Baker. which just cumpleted s second:
straight undefcated season

“Well be around next scason.” Baker
sud  We'll be nteresting o cover

£

Litle was known about Marquette.
which compiled a 250 record this scason
alter dropping @ €257 decision i last
year's semufinal Bul both Baker and
Marquetie coach Brab Criil were lovking
lorward to the rematch

“1 knew Marquette was a poaerhouse.”
Baker saud “Marquette just scored the
daylights out of us ot year Al year long
people bad been waiting for the net
Mercy-Marquette game That was the
team | feared most

“But 1 thought 1t would sound preity con
cetted of me to say that I was scared of
Marquette, which 13 way up there in the
Upper Peminsula and which we weuldnt
play untd te state tournamend

AND MARQUETTE proved worthy of
Baker's fears From the operung Lip, the
UP girls played an agressive brand of ball
and grabbed a 1610 lead after the fint
quarter and a 35-23 lcad at halft:me Four
Marquette starters firushed in double fig:
ures Shelly Chapman fired tn 23 points,
Janet Hopkins followed with 19. Caron
Krueger had 12 and Karen Levandosk 19
Mercy. which lacked a big scorer, got 10
paints from Lynn Yadach

Marquette hit 24 field goals 10 61 at-
tempts for a 393 shooling percentage
Mercy was 19 of S8 for 327 percent. Per-
sonal fouls and Lhe enswng free throws
were a factor in Marguette’s victory
Mercy got 1nto foul trouble carly and was
whustled for 25 fouls but the end of the
game Marlin staters McNamara, Diets
and Sims fovled out of the game

Marquette. by contrast, was called fur
only mne fouls. Marquette made 20 free
throws In 3 atlempts

It bugged me a little to sce us get all
the fouls when we were playing a much
more agressive leam.” Baker saud Im
not sanng that the officiuting was pucr.
but it was very frustrating o watch

“Marquette played rough, but thet play
ers were very discreet about thar ph)s)n.]]
play. They weren'l cuthroats, bt tha!
iCaront Krueger was really <lrar."g
people out from under the boards -

In the Qass A semufinal games
efcated Flushing. €246, ard
stopped  Southficld-Lathrup, 7818
Mercy-Lathrup game featared a first Ra!
shooting streak by Harte. a 54 guard She
took game sconng honers with 36 peints ur
13 field goals All but six of those points
came on long. one-hard sct shls
“Merey hed with 3 230 recend

@0-yard freestyle relay—1) Frankl
Trentun 30 Nerthville 4 Farmagton
377
200-yard breaststroke relay—1: North
2 Allen Park 3 Thurten & Trenton

ne .
200-y ard backstroke relay—1v Alen Park
2 Bentley 3» Nortnlle 4+ Canton. 1 513
200-yard butterfly relay—1 Treaton 2
Farmingon 31 Berliey 41 Salem, 1 474
Divisg—1) Trenton 2 Allen Park 3
Farmingon 4« RU. 20075 pomts.
500-yard crescendo—1) Frarkin 2 Tren
ton 3 Canton 41 Saiem, 4 330
W8yard individual meday retay—1:
Franklin ) Salem 3 Trenton 41 Bentley.
417
8yard meday relay—D Salem 21
Northvlle 3) Trenton 4 Allen Park,
1465 00yard freestyle reliy—1) Treaton
2 Tharses ) Ales Park &) Caswon:
192,

Farmington's Brian Cross checks times with coach Jack Merritt.

Kneelin; . Leslio Simms guarding Marquette's Janet Hopking as she dribbles
in for two points. (Statf photos by Gary Friedman)

(K) MICHIGAN‘S LARGEST (&
MERCEDES-BENZ DEALER

INVITES YOU
TO COME iIN AND SEE

THE ALL NEW 1971

@ Mercedes-Benz A

ALSO A GOOD SELECTION OF
1976 MERCEDES-BENZ IN STOCK

ESTATE MOTORS, LTD

464 S. WOODWARD AVE. 644-8400

DOWNTOWN BIRMINGHAM

OPEN MON. AND THURS. TIL 9 P.M.




