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Students tackle smoking woes

in @und table discussion

In a classic case of Tole reversal, mem-
bers of Farminglon’'s studerd round table
advise the about problems
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that have been hauntirg schoot board meet
15y throughout the year

Recently. student representatives [ror
cach of the high schools. tned their hands
2t comig up with a solulion to the prob
lkem of smoking 1n the hallways

I3 trying to solve the problem. the youth
) adwiscry group came face Lo face with
a bureaucratic puzle
~ They wanted to designate a specific lava
tory o arca within the school for smokers
but were advised by the adminustration
©at such a solution would be impossible

"1 cant see any sthocl board. 1n the
face of the Surgeon General's report, ever.
ever publicly saying now we encourage
smoking through the establuhment of 2
smoking Jonge.” sa:d School Sapenintend
ent lewis Schulman

“We cant desgnate a bathrom for
smoking Absolutely. not That is the cfh
al rule of the schocl board. ™ he said
Dunng the course of the discussin. the
rine members of the round table brought
out their reasons for considenrg an ofh
al or wetfiaal smking ara 1 the
schocls

1 bet there’s not one tailet withut €153
rette burms on wt and there are fow pbns

grafits ~ said Kathieen Besen of

Nerth Farmirglon High School

‘Al te phns are smoking probl
s3:4 Kesin Howley of North Farmungion
s worse 1n some particular areas, bul
% Rappers 1 alf of them
Whit
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*| think we're talking about rights of the smoker and
the non-smoker, here. Those who are smokers have
rights, and if we respect smokers’ rights, we should
appeal to their sense of fair play.’

—Emma Makinen

said Tum Sundt of Farmington High
Schocl

Y1ty 1o Lt my we dunng sl
hours.” he explained

*IUs not gust smoker's rights, but oun
smokery” rights, nvohved here. said Ms
Bowen L cant wak 123 a ) ha witheut
tacking
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THE STUDENT REPRESENTATIVES
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¢ that they can effect change within
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least try to get the changes they would
Lke to sce 1n the school system. bt believ-
od that their power to da s Was restnct-
«

1 dont thick we'd get amythung done
bt we'll give it a tey.” said Tim Sundt. @
yunior at Harrison High Sghool

I can help here. or at leat try to.” ex-
plained Jer(anne Gugel. a scmior at Farm-
ington tigh i),hovl and chairwerman of the
round table

"1 wanted tu ¢o domething for student
government, and 1 reser quite made 1t to
student comnal.” she sud

Siting next to her at the table used by
e school board. Ms Kopko, the found
wble's secretary and a Hagnson lhgh
School serior. suggested (hat Ur sugges.
tiors could evertually influence the admin
\stration

“Beng 3 student. | fed | dont have
much power 1o change the system. except
through Lhe power of suggestiun You cany
ive deas and views W the adulls who
make the changes. b taid

“lAcel this iy 3 gl oway o cuvey o
board members the problems of the stu
derts.” said Harnsn jazior Arse McDes:

sreen Hickey o scphemre 3t Farme
12§10 1igh School and the yourgest mem

ber of the group. agreed that the power of
s\m,;ggrsnon 15 the one toul the ruund table
s

1 don think we can actually change
anything. but we can suggest ideas.” she
aid

al members to become part of the round
table discussions Fach high school has
o representatives and allernates

The asustant supenintendent and the su
perintendonl of the system are present at
the meetingy as well as a4 panicipal and
three school board trustees

The group reports to the school board at
least twice @ year and members are re-
qured to report 1o their ewn student go
cmment

Studerts are nomnated by student court \
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