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"Lucky” Linden Harding, Rochester balloonist. pilots a rain-
bow-colored awrship.

Balloonist Linden Harding

has a high-flying business

Swory: PATRICIA HINSBERG
Photes: DOUG BAUMAN

Youre foatng m & wicker basket 50
fret over, say. greater Rachester. the bak
Toon billowiig above you Lke a rambow-
colored al

Looking down. the shops and houses
seern as smal as oy towns kds set v
‘round ther Chnsimas ran sels

ape. the ground motied
the trees m—w Lgeder, dp pcd n sl
ver.

That's fust & ghmpse of what &'s Le L
take a trp b a hot-a:r baloon on A Wi
ter’s afternoon. To the novice. @'y mage
But to Linden Hardrg. Rachester's bab
borst extraordmare. 's just another

- day's work.

Crarie veees. caess

Thirty year<ld Hardng ts owner of Hygh-
America Balooacenter, which he beleves
) be the anly fuill-service hot-air baloen
cperaton i the sate

The certer, whxh recently relocaied
from Leach Road m Avon Townshyp to 312
Ma; St downtown Rochester, 1 the
place to go for beginners and long:me en-
thusasts of ths whimsical sport

THE CENTER SELLS balloons, made to
order, or typecerulied models from Px-
card. the most established name in balocn:
=g
While a brandaew balloon costs about
as much a3 a loregn sports car, Hardags
firm helps pu balloorung withn the reach

of peopie of more modest means

Licensed, bul balioondess plois. may
rent an awshp from Harding, and the
cynous may go on piloted trips. Beginners

Attached propane burners pro-
pel the balloon's ascent.
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may also take lessons at the center.

Aside from services, (e center 13 head-
Guarters for BaZoon Platoon of Amerca. &
ctub made up of balloonsts of varying de-
grees of sxil

This holiday season, Harding's firm ts of-
fering a novel solution to the problem of
buying a presert for the person who has
everytung—e git certficate, redeemable
next sprng. for a freedl:ght balioon rude

The lirm also 15 offering an ondhe-
ground batioon nawgation class for begin-
nery through land University's coatn-
wng education program.

Harding. an eight-year veteran ol the
high{lying sport. leR a job as & designer
with General Motory to start hs company
four years .

His looks and background. however, fit
the pant of someone who makes a Lving
Cirough something 33 romantic and uncon-
vertional as balioonng

HE'S HANDSOME, soft:spoken with a
Western twarg. and holds 8 degree in ant
from Art Center in Los Angeles Hus father
and a brother are airlne puots

Onznally. Handing looked down on bak

To him, half the fun of fly-
Ing is watching others’ reac-
tions. Often, he swoops
down to trade jokes with
some earthbound onlooker,
recently & surprised
steamshove! opserator.
“How's the weather up
there,” the hardhatted
workman called. “Super!”
chorused the balloon’s pas-
sengers.

loonung. but became interested wn it afler
making & bet—whxh be lost—with a (rend
that the frend coukint make a baloon
that would fly Harding lost the bet
mmxhhzmuymlupnnwr\:r
and a phowographer in his Lhreepel
loon to pve them a taste of flyng. mbal-
loon:st s3y3 he doesnY ordinanly fly this
dale in the year
“Spring and summer are the mam ba}
loorung seasons.” he says “The scenery’s
rmchpmnerm And more peopie are
oul of doors ™
Tohim. half the fun of flying ts watching

A view of downtown W.mnmmuwpmmm-lv.
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othery' reactions; often he swoops down to
trade jokes with some earthbound onlook-
er, recently. & surprised steamshovel oper-
ator
“How's the weather up there.”” called
the hard-hatted workman.
“Super.” chonised the baloon's elated
passengens
PILOT CONTROLS hus

cnll chefly by going up—tnflaung the bak
Joon larger and Lighter with air heated by

nung

and K'ling hoat out

Short of its abuity to skirt trees and tele-
phone wires, the balloon mostly drifts
along at the wium of the breezes. Cauunul
balloonists wont take their sirships
mm-mdnm\mqurmmmu

an bour

Since the chances of returning the bal
koon to i
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Harding (left) toasts u\o!m successiul journey’s end umt ‘
aasociate Steve Corbin (right).



