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editorial opinion

EThe basement's flooded.” my wife
said maiterof-factly as she stood on
i o step of the stairs looking
growing pool of sewage that
covered most of the floor.

Everv few scconds the washing ma-

cMfine, ich was still running.
aumped more water into the laundry
tubs. The water bubbled back up
thtough the foor drains and into our
refinished basement.
Svivia calmly watched the base-
ment tumn into an indoor pool. She has
a-rare ability to know when not to
panic. Flooded basements. she knows.
are my problem

‘The_great flood began at 2:43 pm
Dec. 317 just hours before our New
Years Eve pariy

Hoping for the best. I reated a 50-
foot steel snake and started shoving it
down the drain. Sylvia, confident of
mi ability. began making arrange-
ments to move the party 1o our neigh-
bor’s house.

Two hours later the drain was still
plugged. | was ready to try a chem-
ical drain cleaner. but Sylvia talked
me out of drinking it

While 1 figured out ways of selling a
hotse with a flooded basement Sylvia
cilled one of those companies that
rips out.roots in sewers with rotating
which-a-macallits. The campany prom-
ised to send a man out early the next
morning. Sewer cleaners. it seems.
don't celebrate New Year’s Eve.

AT A RATHER ungodly hour the
néxt moraing. the sewer man arrived
and went to work. He spewed sewage

and rotting roots all over our base-
ment floor bul couldnt unclg the
drain.

~Can't go no further.”” he said
“Looks like vou got a broken sewer
line.” Then he held up the battered
end of his snake. “Look what it did to
my cutter.” he said.

[ told him T was sorry about his cut-
ter. reluctantly paid him $25 for not
fixing anything. and began calling
sewer contractors.

I figure it's right about here.” the
first contractor said after pacing
across my front lawn. He was stand-
ing on a spot between the sidewalk
and the street. Right next to him was
a mature and healthy maple tree.
Somewhere. down among the roois
was my crushed sewer line.

The job. he said. would cost 3500 —
more if the tree. sidewalk or part of
the street paving had to be removed.

A second contractor promised to do
the job for less than $2.000.

“What we need.” I told my wife as
we waited for the third bearer of bad
news. “is someone to come out here.
size up the situation and figure out a
way to get us out of this mess. Some-
one who knows what he's doing.”

He knocked on the door half an hour
later.

HE STOOD THERE in an old hunt-
ing cap. with a week’s growth of
beard and a huge wad of chewing to-
bacco in onc side of his mouth. An
hour later. [ would be ready to kiss
him. Well, almost.

“Tell you what I'll do.

" he said as

he shifted the tobacco to the other
side of his mouth. "I think 1 can clean
ker out. She'll cost you $87.50 if 1 can
do it If T can't, she won't cost you a
cent.”

I didn't know who “she™ was but [

told him o try anyway

For the next two hours. be reamed.
rooted. cu., slashed and swore his
way throuzh my sewer. His metal
snake unraveled foot by foot as he fed
it from his machine into the sewer
hele. The snake twisted and
squirmed. but it kepl on going

Several times. he pulled the snake
out, spit a dark stream of to-
baceo juic: in the drain opening. and
then shoved the unwilling snake back
into the hole.

Finally. he summoned me to the
turned the water on [fuil
tne laundry tubs. and asked
me to loos down into the drain open-
ing.

I waded through the sewage and fol-
lowed his flashlight beam down into
the hole. Far below. I could see the
tiny underground river flowing. It
didn't smell very good. but it iocked
rather nice.

My sewer was free again. Well. not
exactly free. T put $122 down the
drain

The sewer man promised the draii
would remain clear for at least a
vear. So 35 a precaulion. we invited
him to our next New Year's party.
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Thebells are tolling for exurbia

By JACKIE KLEIN

The term “exurbanite” was coined
t0 describe the individual who can't
abide the city and who thinks of the
suburbs as meaning dult conformity.

Exurbanites move farther out into
the country, forming a system of af-
fluent enclaves, according to John J.
Tarrant. author of “The End of
Exurbia.” Inhabitants, he maintains.
constitute a powerful elite within
American society

Tarrant contends the exurban elite
operate the levers that control how
wé are entertained. what we buy and
haw we live. An elite provides lead-
ership. sets standards, embodies a
way of life to be emulated and goals
for which to strive.

The concepl of exurbia. says the au-
thor. has been built on exclusion. supe-
rior 2gucation. wives assuming major
parental and community roles and in-
sule’ on from city and neighborhood
prob ms. All four comnerstones are
crumbling, Tarrant claims,

*The good life™ has meant a lot to
Americans. Between 1950 and 1970 the
population of; suburbia grew sub-
stantially. The migration to the sub-
urbs for many was the realization of
the American dream—a house, land.
grass. flowers. a few trees and own-
ership.

PARADOXICALLY, A NUMBER of
suburbanites and exurbanites recall
as their happiest years the ones when
they were bringing up their kids in
1000-square-fee!, characlerless. city
“boxes.”

“Ecology-minded persons who wish
ta save cans. bottles or newspapers
for recycling may use the following fa-
cilities.

~To prepare glass for recycling, thor-
oughly wash the containers. remove
all metal caps and rings from the
glass and separate the glass by color.

“To prepare cans, separale steel
from aluminum cans, paper need not
be removed.

‘Newspapers shouid be tied in bun-
—

Yet. families. who moved to sub-
urbs like Southfield, said they wanted
good schools. a better chance for the
kids. a nice place to live. fresh air
and more fun out of life. Those who
have reached exurbia describe their
reasons in similar terms.

“However. the exurban elite is now
an endangered species.” Tarrant
maintains. “Its members are beset
with problems. - Unlike the cases of
such other endangered species as the
whooping crane and the sperm whale,
nobody gives a damn about the
exurbanite except the exurbanite.”

Many suburbs and exuburbs have
passed up federal grants totaling mil-
lions of dollars. Exurban towns. says
Tarrant, are backing away from the
Washington trough because theyre af-
raid the acceptgnce of money will
open the gates to let in the poor, blue
collar workers and blacks. Tarrant
contends this is one more thrash in
the mounting 4euth throes of exurbia

The exurban good life is finished, ac-
cording o the author. The pressure
outside the barricades is growing
Within the walls resistance to change
is feverish, bul spirit and vigor arc
waning. Tarrant claims

“EXURBIA IS dying because its
life sources are drying up and its or-
ganic defenses are eroding,” Tarrant
believes. “The restrictive zoning
codes are under powerful and effec-
tive assault in federal and state
courts and legislatures.”

Expensive educational systems
seem to have produced as many illiter-
ates as cheaper institulions of learn-
ing. he contends. The exurban family
is coming apart. The female volun-
teer, once the mainstay of a broad

Ecology Calendar

dles with heavy string or a rope or se-
cured in heavy paper bags.

« SOUTHFIELD — A glass recycl-
ing center operctes 24 hours a day at
the Burgh. 26080 Berg Road, north of
Civic Center Drive, a block east of
Telegraph.

* SOUTHFIELD — Amobile alumi-
num recycling unit is in parking lot L
of Northland Center Tuesdays from
1:304:30 p.m.

* LATHRUP VILLAGE — Arecycl-

range of community services, wants
to get paid for what she does.

Exurbiz is getting old, Tarrant
says. It ‘acks the zip it once pos-
sessed. The good life is now hard
work and who can afford it?

The author isnt nibbling sour
grapes. He made it lo exurbia, When
he wrote aboul the end of exurbia. a
woman heavily into preservation of
the environment argued. “We cant
let this good air and open space go
down the drain into an ugly megalo-
polis.”

Tarrant claims the woman doesn't
ask hersef what it costs surrounding
regions to maintain exurbia, wasteful
of scarce resources, in its isolated
splendor. He says it's enormously ex-
pensive to provide services in spar-
sely populated areas and the air is pol-
luted by cars driven everywhere, heat-
ing and cooling homes and using nu-
merous appliances.

“Meanwhile,” Tarrant laments, “a
nearby cily is festering. There’s no
place for s inhabitants to move. En-
vironmental concerns in exurbia are
quite lim:ted.”

Ilusions and elites are valuable.
They help us visualize goals toward
which we aspire. But when its
energies focus too much on its own
preservation. the exurban elite and its
habitat ar> no longer functional. The
American dream isn't working out.

“As th: barriers come down,
exurbanites will no longer be able to
avert their eyes from the problems of
the people in the cities,” Tarrant
said. “From here in on, they will be
we. It's the end of exurbia. If we
work it right, it's the start of some-
thing better.”

ing center uperates at the Public Serv-

ices Building, 19101 Twelve Mile. adja-

cent to Southfield-Lathrup High
001,

Volunteers collect newspapers the
first Saturclay of each month, 10 am.
0 2 pm
« FARMINGTON — AGlassrecycl-
ing center operates Saturdays. 9 am.
to noon at the west end of Farmington
Hill City Hall parking lot at Eleven
Mile and Orchard Lake Road.
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Capital punishment is bunk

My resolution for the year is to speak out
against all this stupid flak about the glories of cap-

ital punishment.

Journalists have to be prepared for such emo-
tional issues. Eventually. The Observer will have
to take a stand one way or the other. But. I'm not

waiting around.

U.S. Supreme Court Justice Louis Brandeis put
it best when he said. “Crime is contagious. If the
government becomes a lawbreaker. it breeds con-

tempt for the law.”

MURDER IS WRONG. whether il’s done by a
lone criminal or collectively by the state. Admit-
tedly. capital punishment is the easy way out. But
since when does a democracy remain free by ils
citizens taking the easy road?

We have an ob‘lgauon to look for a more per-
fect and civilized manner in which to deal with
criminals. We shouldn' stoop to the base level of

a sick criminal

Having to kill someone leaves a scar on a per-
son’s mind which never goes away. Believe me. |

know.

I'm not telling this from the view of a far out
leftie teeny-booper. When the kiddies were march-
ing around campus protesting the Vietnam War. [
was out sloshing around in the rice paddies with
an M-18 in tow.

person’s life.

So. let’s avoid making ourselves the victims of
our own crimes. Think twice if you'd like to be
one of those persons to puil the trigger on Gary
It's a nightmare to watch someone.
whom you've just pulled the the trigger on. die.

I know that for a fact

Gilmore.

But then I believe all war is immoral. not just
the Vietnam conflict. That's where 1 differed with
the anti-war folks and their guru George McGo-
vern. George was selective about what wars he
thought were morat or immoral.

All wars are immoral because. at some point.
they could have been avoided. Capital punishment
is immoral because it sanctions taking another
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VEAL CUTLET §1..3%
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