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LOUISE SNIDER

Elegant film
about Sherlock

The Seven-Per-Cent Solution™ (PG) is an elegant movie
scripted from Nicholas Meyer’s novel about the confrontation
of Sherlock Holmes and Sigmund Freud. The result is not as
mind-bogeling as anticipated. bul it is stylish.

‘The aitention to detail in settings, costumes and locations
makes this an impeccable production. Even the title art has
been thoughtfully chosen. consisting of original drawings
from Strand Magazine in which the Holmes stories appeared.

Purists. however. might be dismaved to see Holmes
¢Nicol Williamson portrayed as édgy and distraught. not the
usual svave. keen detective that Basil Rathbone made famil-
iar to movie audiences.

The characterization of Dr. Watson {Robert Duval) is
also unique. He is not the nervous. bumbling fellow associ-
ated with Nigel Bruce. Duvall's Dr. Watson is very strong
and oersuasive.

THE NOVELTY of these interpretations is partly choice
and partly the demands of the script. Holmes. as every Baker
Stree! buff knows. has two weakneses: Cocaine and violin
playing. While the latter sorely afflicts thg listener. the for-
mer sorely afflicts Holmes,

In ihe opening scenes. Rotmes is shown mentally and
physically ravaged by his addiction. He has become pararioid.
He hounds Professor Moriarity (an unpleasant, humble-pie
pedagogue admirably acted by Laurence Olivier) because he
believes him to be his arch enemy. a master criminal direct-
ing nefarious activities all over the world.

Fortunately. the lapse in Holmes' mental facuities is only
temporary. thanks to the efforts of his good friend, Dr. Wat-
son. Watson contrives Lo get Holmes to Vienna for treatment
by Dr. Sigmund Freud. the only man capable of curing him.

Watson leaves his lovely wife (Samantha Egger) and ac-
companies Holmes as he follows Moriarily's trail right into
Sigmund Freuds office.

These two giant intellects of fiction and fact immediately
impress each other. Holmes. with one perceplive look around
the room. quickly deduces the circumstances of Freud's life
and practice. Freud (Alan Arkin). for his part. deals forth-
rightly with Holmes. confronting him with the facts of his ad-
diction which he has been unwilling to admit.

ARKIN'S INTERPRETATION of Freud is much too re-
strained. and the episodes depicting Holmes™ wilhdrawal
symptoms (visions of snakes and monsters) are much too
heavy handed. But balance and a classy tone are restored in
colorful vignettes of life in 19th century Vienna.

In one sequence, Watson accompanies Freud to his ciub.
where an insulting buily forces Freud into a duel. As the ag-
grieved party. he has the choice of weapons. He selects
tennis racquets. The antagonists then play a vintage version
of the game on an indoor court where the ball is bounced
against the sidewalls as well as over the net. Freud is the un-
derdog. but he analyzes his opponent's game, discovers his
weakness (his backhand) and eventually wins the match.

Once Holmes is cured. the fun starts as he and Watson
cotlaborate with Freud to solve a case tavolving an abducted
patient (Vanessa Redgrave).

The case is elementary. However, the repartee among
the and their pi d provide de-
lightful enterlainment. They escape from an attact by Lip-
izzan stallions. enjoy the entertianment in a high-class broth-
el—where the French singer Regine belts oul a‘smart Step-
hen Sondheim song, and duel atop a moving tram.

“The Seven-Per-Cent Solution™ is a rewarding visual expe-
rience. The atmospheric lighting of London, the baroque fa-
cades of Vienna, the views of the English countryside and the
little steamboat plying the Danube are memorable images.

One might have hoped for a more puzzling mystery and a
stronger characterization of Holmes and Freud. Nevertheless,
this is a charming period piece graced with wit and in-
telligence. two rare and welcome qualities.
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Beach Boys are back
A
Tke Beach Boys will return to Detroit's Olympia at 7:30 p.m. Saturday. The year 1976 marked the 15th

anniversary of perhups us long-lived a band that exists in rock and roll. Almost everybody knows what The
Beuch Boys sound like: that high tight wall of harmony, counterpoint and background, with rich voeals and

orchestration leaning in and out of rising balanced music. Their sound came out of the beach and sunshine
culture of Southern California in the "50s and '60s. Tickets for the concert are available at Olympia, Olympia
Travel in Birmirgham or by mail order. For further information telephone Olympia at 895-7000.

Film eritic to lecture

“Meet at the Movies,” a new
program at the Farmington Com-
munity Center, debuts this winter
with a series of four outstanding
feature films. The movies will be
shown on alternate Saturdays in
February and March, 8 p.m., at the
center.

Post-film discussions will be led
by Louise Snider, movie critic for
the Observer & Eccentric News-
papers,
to round out the social evening.

The following movies will be
shown:

Feb. 12, “The Black Windmill" —
An action thriller with Michuel
Caine as aBritish espionage agent
who undertakes a globe-trotting

son: It was directed by Don Siegel,
known for his hard-hitting style in
such Clint Eastwood movi
“Dirty Harry" and “Coog
Bluff."

Feb. 26, “Southern Star” — A
fun-filled spoof of jungle adventure
films based on a Jules Verne novel.
George Segal, Ursula Andress, and
Orson Welles are the leads in this
adventure about a race against
time to recover an incredibly huge
wem.

Mareh 12, “Silent Running” —
Directed by Douglas Trumbull, the
special effects director for “2001: A
Space Ody this science-
fietion tale has become a cult pic-
ture for today's ecology-minded

an's

this fascinating story about x sci-
entist’s attempts to save Earth's
vegetation.

March 26, “Summer Wishes,
Winter Dreams” — A virtuoso per-
formance by Joanne Woodward
won her the Best Actress award of
the New York Film Criticis. This is
an intense, sensitive story about a
woman trying to regain her lost
youth, and the conilict between a
mother (Syivia Sidney) and her
daughter.

Registration for the series is $20

‘per couple or $11 per person, by
mail or in person, at the Far-

mingion Community Center, 24705
Farmington Road, Farmington
48018, For further information call

GLIMPSES

NEW RELEASES
“THE ENFORCER (R). Violence and gun play in the “Dirty
Harry™ manner as Clint Eastwood shoots it out with a ter-
rorist gang in San Francisco in this third film in the
series.

KING KONG (PG). The big ape is back again with his same
old destructive but sensitive personality. Jessica Lange
plays the love in his life. Revised version with some
tongue-in-cheek dialogue.

NETWORK (R). Fierce satire attacking the television In-’

- dustry and mass media generally. Top performances by
Peter Finch, Faye Duraway and William Holden in fast-
paced, grimly humorous film.

NICKELODEON (PG). Director Bogdanovich recalls the mad-
cap early days of movie making. Ryan and Tatum O'Neal,
Burt Reynolds, Stella Stevens and Jane Hitchcock survive
the perils and have some fun.

THE PINK PANTHER STRIKES AGAIN (PG). More clown-
ing with Inspector Clouseau (Peter Sellers) who fumbles
his way to victory. This time against thz demented ex-
chief inspector who would destroy the world unless he's
given Clouseau, dead or alive.

THE SHAGGY D.A. (G). If you're looking for a “G” film,
this is about the only one in town. A Disney movie about a
politician with an unusual affliction.

SILVER STREAK (PG). Gene Wilder, Richard Pryor, Pa-
trick McGoohan and Jill Clayburgh make tracks in this
comedy-thriller about murder and mayhem on a train, and
sometimes off. :

A STAR'IS BORN (R). Long-awaited and superflous remake
with Barbra Streisand and Kris Herson as rock stars
rather than movie stars whose careers head In different di-
rections.

MOVIE RATING GUIDE

G General sudiences admitied.

PG Parental’ guldance suggested. All ages admitted.

1.3 Adult must sccompany person under 18,

X No one under 18 admitted,

vendetta to retrieve his kidnapped generation. Bruce Der
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Dining And Entertainment Guide

the 4 B
roman
terrace

27822 ORCHARD LAKE RD.
AL 12 Mile, Just OF US. 496  851-4094

"~ Open Mon. thw Sat. 11:30 .m.-2:30 a.m.

PRIVATE CATERING AND BANQUET FACILITIES

© Businessmen’s Luncheons ® Dinners

CO}?(I)(J:]L ® Entertainment 7’& moy)s
- 5 s
-

AUBURN HEIGHTS, MICH.
RESERVATIONS: 852-5211
" For Lunch & Dinner

RESTAURANT

15828 MIDDLEBELY 418 Mite, Livonie

 aand

Cantonsse & American Food'
. Japanese Steskhouse

© Exotic Cocktails ®
. CASRY.QUTS DN CHINESE FO00
3

Loving Cup
opens date

The Loving Cup is ap-
pearing at the Perfect
Blend in Southfield for a
six-week engagement.

The group—Danny,
Marlene, Roger and Vin-
nie—will play through
Feb. 12 at the club, in
the Fidelity Bank Build-
ing (first floor) at 24901
Northwestern near Ever-
green (south of Ten
Mile).

The Loving Cup per-
forms from 9 p.m. to 2
a.m. The room features
dancing and also a hot
sandwich menu

WEEKEND

TWO PEOPLE

TWO NIGHTS
ONLY

$74.75
COMPLETE

s Three cays and two
§ nights® occupancy ina
f 1uxurious room for two
“(Friday and Saturday
& nights or Saturday and
Sunday nights)

l Gift of welcome — your
choice of champagne o
Bl fruit basket for your

$24.00 in Plymouth
Hilton “tling money”” 10
spend as you wish in
the Hotel. at nearby golt
B or tennis facilities, on

Fo 26 H1030an
Coset Worezzy

427-3170 - Sorry, Mo Reserva'as

. y s A
; * BANQUETS
5600 DRAKE ROAD-at WALNUT LAKE ROAD 8
(u3t2 miles west of Orchard Lzke Road) 855-2770 o
Cpen 7 Days A Week, Mon.-Sat. 11 a.m.-2:30 a.m. Sun. noon-10 p.m.
ADULT DISCO STYLE DANCING by PAUL CHRISTY
SPECIAL H2PPY HOUR Mon. thru

* MEETINGS

Fri. 47 DINNER SPECIALS NIGHTLY a
N B
DISCO DANCE LESSONS — THURSDAY FASHION SHOW 5
EVERY \WVED. 10 P.M. x| | by lew Shels — 12:30 PM.
by Dabbie Morun i Businesimen’s Luncheon Daily ®B Town Inn
—

Woodward and Square Lake
in Blooenfild Hilk
o ST o,

Beﬂ'er beans

and bacon Inpeace

than cakes and

ale in fear
Aesqo- s508¢

SOMETHING OLD™ T\

from 2&;& 7}
998 W. Huron 681-2161
1 bik. W. of Tel-Huron Center, 3 blks. S. of Pontioc Mall
Serving these goodies for 35 years
Boby Spare Ribs . . . our own onion rings . . . onion
30Up . . . strip stecks . . . short ribs . . . Prime rib
« . .Kingsizeburgers. . . chicken. . . Liver’n onioms
« - o frishfish . .. shrimp salads .

ond NOW: ot HAPFY HOUR, Monday through Friday, 4
7 Erfo s ! & crockees

such s
W movies and Grezntield
Village /Henry Ford
j Museom. orthvilie
g Oowns tin season)

Complete use of Hotel

faciiies, including

B health club, incoer
ool whirlpoa!, sauna

i) and game room

21p

State

Please send me detalis
and directions for a
Weekend Fling:

e
Address
City

Y iion Ino

SMiied

with Gilda ot the piand from 5 167, Wadnesday —
L :Aldin!hom' » VIVIAN SCOTT, Pontioc’s

- ©wn piano virtuoso Wed.-Sat. 8 to 1
e,

Plymouth, Michigan 68170
o Reseevations,
call 3157459-4500




