Falcons surprise coach, finish 3rd

Area wrestlers shine in Schooleraft tourney

By TOM BAER

Farmmgmn High's second-place fin-
ish in the Schoolcraft College In-
Vitational high school wrestling tourna-
ment last weekend surprised a lot of
people including Falcon coach Barry
Walsh.

Southfield-Lathrup didn’t finish thiat

tigh in the tournament’s final teatn

standings. but the Chargers had an in-
dividual champion in 121-pound Rob
Parenl. And Lathrup coach Ray
Toohey wasnt at all surprised with
Parent's performance.

Westland John Glenn. a Class A
wrestling powerhouse. won the 32-
team Schoolcraft tourney with 1822
points. vayne Men-orial
scored 177 points. Farmington had
126, Clarenceville 123'2. Farmington
Harrison 102, and Birmingham
Groves, 97.

North Farmington and Southfield

North Farmington’s John Cotter stays on top of his opponent dur-
ing a match at the Schoolcraft College high s2hool invitational wres-

High finished 13th and 32nd. respec-
tively.

~Our kids did a fine job. and I'm
really proud of them." said Farm-
ington coach Barry Walsh. “This is
my first trophy.as a coach. and I'm
real happy with the third place. I
knew we had the potential. but 1
didn’t think they “vere ready to finish
this hlgh in this kind of a tourna-
ment.”

Farmington’s Ron Stern won the 98-
pound championship. defeating Dear-
born Edsel Ford's Reg Gourd. 62. in
the finals. Farmington took two sec-
ond places with Jim Simmons and
Dean Schuitz. Simmons made it to the
finals of the 147-pound class belore
droppmg a 63 decision to Mt. Cle-
mens” Fred Worthem. Earlier. Sim-
mons recorded a 4-3 decision over Har-
rison’s Kevin Johns. Schultz lasted
until the finals of the 157-pound class
where he lost. 5<. to Bay City West-
ern’s Barry Waldie.

ANOTHER FARMINGTON wres-
tler. heavyweight Bruce Mclntosh., fin-
ished fourth. losing on a referee’s deci-
sion to Ypsilanti High's Mike Wil-
liams. McIntosh's perforhance repre-
sented @ painful effort. according to
Walsh.

~He injured his ankle in the third pe-
riod of the overtime period.” Walsh
explained. “He wanted to go back in
so badly that I taped his ankle and he
went back in and finished the
mateh — even though he could hardly
stand up.”

Lathrup finished 19th with 44 team
points thanks mainly to Parent. a tal-
ented sophomore who is undefeated
this season. In the 121-pound final
Parent decisioned Groves™ Dave
Reed. 86. His 160 won-lost record in-
cludes 11 pins.

“I'm pleased with Parent. but I'm
coming to expect a winning perform-
ance.” Tochey said, “He's doing it
every time I send him out there

“His strong point is his ride. He can
hold down just about anybody. and no-
body can hold him down. Once he’s,
2hcad.” he can ride anyone alf the
way. and he can escape them, if he
has’ to. without any trouble.”

Lathrup's Dave Setsuda had his un-
defeated status spoiled in the tourna-
ment. He started out by pinning South
Lyon's Dave Marchello in 1:30, but
then lost to Harrison's Kevin Johns. 9-
4. in 147-pound competition. Another
Lathrup matman. Jim Fish. pinned
Wally Evasic of South Lyon in 3:20 be-
fore. losing to West Bloomfield’s Pat
Williams. 7-3. at 107 pounds.

FARMINGTON HARRISON, which
was rated the 10th best Class A team
in the state by one poll. had a respect-
able sixth-place finish at Schoolcraft.

Harrison's highest finish came in
the 178-pound class. where Fred Black-
mer finished second. iosing to John
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Boys’ gumnastics preview

tling tournament. Cotter finished fourth in the 140-'md class, and
North finished 13th with 68 points, "(Photo hy Bob Woodring)

Sport combines ‘grace,
strength, flexibility’

By SUSAN TAUBER KLEIN

© Although boys' gymnastics in Farm-
ington is overshadowed by other win-
ter sports ang by the lack of gymnas-
tics training in the middle schools,
coaches at the three Farmington high
schools—North Farmington, Harrison
end Farmington—are optemistic
about this ,season.

Dennis Fitzgerald, a business teach-
er-at North Farmington, doubles after
hours as the boys' gymnastics coach.
He anticipates the December-through-
February season to be one of “leam-
ing and getting stronger" for his I7-
fmember team which includes two sen-
iors, nine juniors and six sophomores.

“We should get better every week,”
Fitzgerald said. pointing out the
team’s stiffest competition will be
late in the season when North Farm-
ington meets Ann Arbor Huron on
Feb. 14

“Huron scored high early this sea-
son.” said Fitzgerald, “and with gym-
nastics being a predictable sport, we
Kknow we'll have a tough time against
them.”

North’s team has two strong all-
around competitors who compete in
all but one event—trampoline. They
are juniors Greg Bosscawen and Jim
Meggas.

“BOSSCAWEN SCORED thiri at
the Huron Invitational before Christ-
mas, and Meggas has pushed Greg ail
semn " Fitzgerald said. “One .is
strong where the other Is weak.”
Other top competitors for North
Fannington are junior Bill Beno in
floor exercises and trampoline, senior
Mark Rapp on the side horse, junior
Bob Linsay on the high bar, and jun-
jor Jeff Eddy on the still- nngl “And
it'8 a tossup for parallel bars,” com-
mented Fitzgerald.
“North will host its invitational on
Feb. 4. “We lnvited 11 high individ-
glly,” explained Fitzgerald. “The
eet will offer two hours of a lot of
»mnuﬂcs form elementary school
dybs to high school teams,™
‘ﬂuacrnld'- team practices every
day after- xhoo! and on Wednesday
nights. “Anid on weekends, during the
> ... " th: coach added.
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MARRISON FIGH SCHOOL'S 12
lymnﬁra team also practices
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every day except Monday nights when
they compete.

Coach Bob Sallow explained their
competition schedule includes two
classes of teams, one which scores
from 103110 points, the other around
75 to 85 points. ““There are seven or
eight of these teams in the last cate-
gory, including Harrison, who swill
battle it out this season," he said

A physical education teacher and a
regional gymnastics judge, Sallow de-
scribed his team as “average but with
one very strong senior, Darrell Yee,
whe should place second or third in
the state In rings this year.”

“Most of them are beginners, just
starting out. I¢ takes quite a while to
develop a gymnast,” Sallow contin-
ved, explaining it can take up to three
years to learn a trick.

"And it can take a good year to
pick up the idea of flowing from one
trick to another, making a smooth
transition,” he added.

In addition to Yee, other strong
team members are sewniors Larry
Naser, Dave Sosnowski and Doug
Harris. Sophomore Brian O'Conner is
doing well in his first year, according
to Sallow.

HARRISON'S TEAM was started by
Sallow seven years ago when he was
teaching a1 Beechview Elementary
School. Although he has only been at
Harrison for six years, he has been
the coach for seven.

“Gymnastics is a great sportr. It's
a combination of grace, strength, and
flexibility. It's self-disciplining; it
takes a special kind of person to be a
good gymnast,” Sallow said.

The Farmington High School team
is in its second season. Coach Jim
Hafke, a gymnast from the age of
nine and now a national judge, has a
12-member team composed of two
sophomores, four juniors and six sen-
jors. |

Farmington has lost its first three
meets o far, and Hafke antlcipates
their losing the rest because “they
aren't strong enough yet, even théugh
six are returnees from last year. I
want them Lo concentrate on their indi-
vidual scores this season, to improve
them ‘from one meet to the next,”
Hafke sald

The team's top performers are sen-
iors Tim Hatke, the coach's son, on
the pommeled horse and rings; Dave
Hill on the fioor, rings and high-bar;
Tracy Curtis and Dave Hill on the
trampoline; and jurior Steve Hartwig
on - the parallel and high bars.

Farmington practices two hours a
day, five days a week at Farmington
Training Center where the team must
share the gym with the girls' gymnas-
tics team and where their time is lim-
ited.

Hafke believes gymnastics is the
“greatest mental and physical sport

in the world." He is surprised it isn't .

stronger in Farmington.

“We had a poor tum out for try-
outs,” he said. “But I don't blame the
students. There are np feeder systems
in the Farmington schools to promote
interest in gymnastics: no place for
boys to get the background for the
mental and physical pressures of gym-
nastics. This is one of the few Olym-
pit sports not stressed, and I'm really
surprised,” he said

Prep schedules

N. FARMINGTON BOYS' GYMNASTICS

Remaling Scheduiewdan. 17, a1 Farmigon Hare
rison. 7: pm.; Jan. X, Taybr Center, 7:30 e

s,
Feo 35 2t Yyuiand Hghe? pins .
Feb. 34, Michigan Interacholastic C rmoastics 4 -3ach
son meet ut Treioa Higd, W ame March 3,

v
HARRBON BOYS' GYMNASTICS

Bemabng Scbetrle_iun, 1. North Farmbqun
: Tayor Truman,

0. Feb.
Aan Atbor Ploneer, 7 pan.; Feb. 38, Mickigan Inter-
s Grmnuslics Neiocaton mest 1 Trecian
High, 16 am.; March 12, Sate Pk,

PARMIIGTON BOYS GYMNASTICS

sld-“—lu. o . Jugbr Casier,
»pn an. N, Ypei " High, 7
l.an-

Glenn’s Jim Mever, 133, in the finals.
Johns took a third at 147. losing to
Farinington's Simmons. 43.
Harrison's Damian Crudele cap-
tured third place at 157. He had deci-
sioned Farmington's Marty Bona. 4-1.
in an earlier match. but then dropped
a referee’s decision to Clawson's Mike
Munyon. Harrison's Pat Maher ad-
vanced to the quarterfinals of the 134-
pound class before losing to Wayne
Memorial's Tim Clark on a fali in

Harrison coach Dick Cook wasn't
around at the completion of the tour-
nament. He was back in Farmington
at Botsford Hospital with his heavy-
weight Brian Steffans. who suffered a
concussion during a match.

“He {Steffans} is fine now.” Cook
said. “But.I think I've lost him for a
week. It was a freak accident. He was
wrestling and -his opponent's knee
came down on his head. It was the
first time I've ever seen anything like
that happen.”

NORTH FARMINGTON finished
13th with 69 points. One North stand-
out was Marty Benda. who finished
third in the 134-pound class. Benda
lost a 3-2 decision to Glenn's Tim
Meyers in the semifinals after pinning
Groves” Mike Guffie i §:55. Other
North wrestlers and their finishes:
John Cotter. fourth at t40: Bill Koss.
sisth at 135: and Rick Cunls sixth at
180.

"l was pleased with our finish.”
said. North Farmington coach Jim
O'Leary. “We're very voung and in-
experienced. Marty (Benda) did a
great job. and I'm pleased with him
He didn't wrestle well in the semi-
finals. but he wrestled super before
that. He pinned the 132-pound weight
champ of the Oakland County Tourna-
ment (Guffie).”

Southfield High finished last with
anly three points. but coach Ruel
McPherson was happy his team had
the tournament experience.

~This was our first big tournament

this season. and it was a good eye-
opener for us.”" McPherson said. "It
was good for us o face some of the
best wrestlers in the state. We need to
be in four or five tournaments like
this.™

Southfield won only one match.
Greg Gagner decisioned Livonia Chur-
chill’s Rick Stroyan, 226. in the 140-
pound class before losing to North
Farmington's Cotter on a pin in 3:38.
Another Southfield wrestler, Chris Coz-
zens, was leading Ybsilanti's Kevin
Bush in a M7-pound match. Bul the
contest ended with Cozzens being
pinned in 1:03.
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INVITES YOU
TO COME IN AND SEE

THE ALL NEW 18

@ Mercedes-Benz! j

(A MICHIGAN'S LARGEST (N

ALSC A GOOD SELECTION OF
1976 MERCEDES-BENZ IN STOCK

NOW AT .

ESTATE MOTORS, LTD.

464 SOUTH WOODWARD AVENUE
DOWNTOWN BIRMINGHAM
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