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Auto companies zero in on federal fuel standards

Auto manufacturers may be
able to exceed the required
27.5 miles-per-galion federal
fuel economy standard in the
latter part of the 1980s, a feder-
al task force reports.

The introduction of light
weight, more fuel-efficient au-
tomobiles by the automakers
also could reduce fuel con-
sumption by up to 1.3 million
barrels of oil a day by the
1990s compared to 1975, says
the task force, even though
auto use is projected to in-
crease by nearly 5C per cent in
the time period.

The conclusions are contain-
ed in a draft report prepared by
the Interagency Task Force on
Motor Vehicle Goals Beyond
1980 for the President’s Energy
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Regources LOuUnGin The task
force was set up in March 1875
to “study motor vehicle fuel
economy goals after 1980,
keeping in mind the need for
compalibility with environmen-
tal, safety and economic objec-
tives.

Automobiles are the largest
single consumer of petroleum,
using about 41 per cent of the
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total U.S. supply—about 5 mil-
lion barrels a day. The task
force consisted of representa-
tives from the U.S. Department
of Transportation, the Environ-
mental Protection Agency, the
Energy. Research and Devel-
opment Administration, the
Federal Energy administration

and the National Science Foun- .

dation. The task force manager
is Hamilton Herman, Assistant
Secretary of Transportation for
Systems Development and
Technology.

Fuel savings cannot be ac-
complished without the auto in-
dustry making substantial in-
vestments and taking large
market risks, the report says.

It adds that reaching the fuel
economy goals may result in
iower levels of occupani po-
tection and higher levles of ex-

haust emission than wanted, as -

well as reduced automobile
carrying capacity, acceleration
and frailer-pulling capability
than is possessed by today's
typical full-size automobile.
The report concludes the
problem facing the federal gov-

is how to convince the -Ameri-
can public of the need for a
change-over to more fuel-ef-
ficient, motor vehicles and to
encourage them to purchase
cars which will achieve better
fuel economy."Without public
acceptance and purchases |,
the most fuel-efficient design is
useless,” the task force said.
“The mandated 27.5 miles-per-
gallon (mpg) fieet fuel con-
sumption standard in 1985, for
example, appears-10 be tech-
nologicaily feasible, but can
only be realized with public
cooperation and full under-
standing of the puropse.”

The Energy Policy and Con-
servation act of 1975 sets a
minimum average fuel econo-
my standard an auto manufac-
turer musi reach for nis eniire
passenger car production in a
mode! year. The regulation re-
quires 18.0 mpg for 1978
models and increases to 27.5
mpg for 1985 models.

Among the steps the report
said manufacturers would be

,required to take to reach the

1985 standard is a reduction in
automobile accelertion below

the current average of zero to ~
60 miles per hour in 15 sec-

onds. It is possible, the report
added, that the consumer will
not” accept the less powerful
cars.

Other required steps outlined
by the task force include in-
centives which would lead to _
smaller cars taking a ‘larger -
share of the market than the
present 25 per cent, faster de-
velopment and introduction of
upgraded transmissions, and
introduction of innovative auto
body structures in the early
1980s.

However, manufacturers who
build only small cars probably
would not have to take any of
these steps, the report noted, *
facturers, including General
Motors, Ford and Chrysler, may
be placed at a competitive dis-
advantage.

The larger auto companies
would have to make their
smaller cars lighier in weight
or, more likely, lower in per-
formance, to raise the mpg lev-
el above the 27.5mpg standard. -

The kind of car you want to drive at the kind of price you
want to pay.

Got your choice of gns or delsel sedan or
wagon. And if you come in bolore Feb, 28,
1977, you'li get a choice deat
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