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i A researcher with the Highway
; Safety Research Institute at the Uni-
» versity of Michigan points to legal
vand ethical restraints as a major
| stumbling block to learning the con-
- nection between drugs and automobile
« accidents. Kent B. Joscelyn recently
; conducted a study which explores the
¢ knowns and unknows of the effects of
« drugs on driving

“No one knows precisely what the
size and scope of the problem is.”
says Joselyn. “A great deal of re-
search has been conducted on one
drug—alcohol—~and its effects on high-
way safety.

“But much less is known about the
use and.effects of other drugs—tran-
-quilizers, stimulants. depressants,
-sedatives—all of the mind and body-
.altering substances widely used by
the U.S. ;populatiors.”

. JOCELYN SAYS THE majority of
*legal constraints result from the body
of laws dealing with the use of human
;subjects in research.

“This group of laws has its roots
deep in the ethics of our society, and
+most of its applications are reason-
Jalbe and; proper. Nevertheless. ai-
4 though. appropriate. the operation of
“the law does indeed limit inquiry.” he

says.

v Joscélyn- cites research constraints
“relating to.accidents in.which there is
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State Supt. of Public Instruction
John W. Porter has heen authorized
b§ the State Board of Education to
sdek introduction of a bill in the 1977
Michigan Legislature that would allow
sehool distriets to levy an income tax
ad'an alternative to the propoerty tax.

dnder the proposed bill, local school
beards would be empowered to levy
ak income tax withut the vote of the
péople as an emergency provision if
the school district's volers had de-
fepled two millage porposals during
the previous six months. The pro-
pésed income tax, when combined
with existing property taxes, could be
no higher than the previous year's
ploperty tax rate.

§“Historically. Michigan school dis-
tricts have submitted all revenue pro-
posals—both operating and bond mil-
lage proposals—to a vote of the
people.” Porter said. 1 think we
have eached the point, however,
where local school boards must be
given flexibility to raise the revenue
needed to provided minimum educa-
tion programs for their students.'

‘PORTER CONTENDED school fi-
ndncing will, remain a crucial issue
facing Michigan schools.

Porter. in a year-end report on the
status of education in Michigan, said
the state's schoo! finance risis has
been buidling for several years.

"It culminated in the fall of 1974

evidence for “drug abuse” where the
driver was under the influence of a
drug dosage much higher than would
be recommended medically.

“'Studies that would examine eifects
of such high dosage levels are usualiy
prohibited because they constitute
undue risk to the subjects,” he says.
“'In such cases, researchers must rely
on acutal accident reports or experi-
ments with animals.”

Another legal problem is that the re-
searcher cannot offer their subjects
the kind of confidentizlity provided in
the work of doctors or clergymen.
~The reseacher may be compelled to
disclose information about the driv-
er.” says Joscelyn. “Because drug-
abusers face potential civil and crimi-
nal liability, they might be reluctant
to -offer reliable information.”

OTHER NON-LEGAL problems
complicate the research.

“There is no comman definition of
the term “drug’ and no adequate infor-
mation on the extent to which various
drugs are used." says Jocelyn. Even
the number of drugs used cannot be
substantiated and range from 5.000 to

40.000.

He contends it is also difficull to
measure the effect of a drug.

“The nature of the effect caused by
a given dosage of a drug can vary
within the same individual from time
to time. Long-term use of the drug
may produce tolerance or the user
may simply become accustomed to

income tax
der consideration

Legal problems complicate
drugged driver research
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when Michigan voters removed the
sales tax from food and drugs,” he
said. ““That action has cost Michigan
schools more than $100 million a year
ever since—and the lost funds have
not been replaced by new revenuse.

“The national recession also caused
a further dicline in state education
revenues and many districts have ex-
perienced reduction in {ocal revenues
as a result of voter rejection of snhoot
m tteoe proposals.”

Porter said a decline of nearly
130,000 students during the last five
years and projected decline of more
than 200,000 during the next five
years.

“‘Although enroliments in most dis-
tricts have been declining. costs have
been escalating because of inflation
and sharp increases in the cost of all
forms of energy used lo heat and light
school buidlings and transport chil-
dren to and from school,” he said.

“These events have brought home
to us the need for clear and definitive
policies relative to the financing of
public education in our state. Current
policies seem to operate on a ‘feast or
famine’ basis that is too closcly re-
lated to the econommy of a state
which, as we all know, is tied prima-
rily to the automobile industry.

“Given such financial constraints, it
is difficult for local boards of educa-
tion to maintain existing levels of serv-
ices for the children, youth and adults
attending their schoals.”
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Now’s the time to stock up on“white goods” from Seagiam. In the liquor
business, "white goods™are vodka and gin —and Seagram’ white goods are tlie
greatest of them all: Wolfschmidt Genuine Vodka and Seagram’s Extra Dry Gin.

So, forget the sheets and towels. Pick up plenty of Wolfschmidt Vodka and
America’s fastest-growing Gin, Seagram’s Extra Dry, now during Seagram’s White
Goods Bonanza days. )
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Now’s the time to stock up on Wdifséhmidi

- Vodka and Seagram’s Extra Dry Gin

WOLESCHMID! VODIL DISTILED FROM GRAIX. 60 PRODF, SEAGRAN'S CKTRA O3Y SR, 8580 PROCF, DITILLED D9Y i 9L




