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Use an air conditioner
to improve your vision

Using your car’s air conditioner during winter
driving can help you to drive more safely, says
the. Michigan Optometric Association.

According to Dr. Philip Irion, turning on the
car's air conditioner for a few minutes will cleear
car windows of inside miosture quickly and help
the er to see to drive more safely.

For those with whose cars do not have air condi-
tioning, opening a window will work, although
inore slowly.

Because seeing and being seen is an important
part of winter driving safety, the optomeurc assi-
cation offers these vision tips:sGive ' yourself
access to the total driving picture by keeping all
car windows clean of snow and ice: The few min-
utes it takes to clean the windows could prevent
an accident.

eHelp others see you, particularly at’dusk, by
turning on your car’s headlights, The contrast be-
tween sky brightness and road darkness at dusk
makes seeing difficult. As a result, 6 p.m. is the
most common time for fatal accidents.

eMake allowances for reduced vision at night
by reducing your speed. Darkness decreases your
ability to see at a distance to about one-sixth of
daytime distance acuity, restricts side vision and
makes it difficult to judge distance and speed ac-
curately.

*Keep windshield wipers and biades in top
working order and wash windows regularly inside
and. outside. Studies show the minimum safe driv-
in§ field of vision is 70 degrees to the right and
left when looking straight ahead. This ability is
usually measured during an eye examination.

*Be certain your vision is effective for judging
whether a car is moving toward or away from.
you.

+Be certain you can see effectively and effi-
ciently at a distance. When vision is reduced or
blurred for distance seeing, street lights, traffic
signals, signs, pedestrians and motor vehicles
may blend into blurred confusion that could con-
tribute to an accident.

Dr. Irion also advised drivers to practice good
winter safety habits when they get out of their
cars and become pedestrians.

At night, he says, wear retro-reflective trim on
coats and shoes to make yourself highly visible to
drivers. Studies have found that retro-reflective
materioal is the only material safely visible to -
drivers at all speeds.

Many manufactueres are adding retro-reflective

-trim to outerwear. Consumers can alse buy iron-

on and sew-on retro-reflective material.

Chevrolet Chevett's dress-up option for this season is called

Meet the

the Sandpiper. Named for the shore bird, the Sandpiper option
features 'a yellow-gold trim decor and an eye-catching Sand-

piper decal on the quarter panel. A special yellow-gold exterior

Sandpapers

paint is limited to the Sandpiper. and the yellow-gold theme is
continued in the interior seats. carpeting. coor panels and in-
strument panel.
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