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{Foliowing is the second in a
series on student rights ond issues.
Today, Howard Kohn looks of the
underground press of North Form.
ington High School and the regulor
student newspopers and discusses
issues and policies having ramifi-
cations on both.)

Last spring, students in Plymouth
publishing an underground paper
were arrested for selling without o
license.  Other high schools hove
become alormed about the appear-
ance of “unofficial” publications.
“THE CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTOR”
appeared ot NFHS with little fan-
fare but later drew criticism from
administrators.

Underground papers tend fo
challenge the communication effec-
tiveness of the established student
papers and promp! student editors
to re-examine their performance
ond publications. This leads to
questions about the role of a stu-
dent newspaper and its rights to
express student views without cen-
sorship.

And in this setting is the high
school principal, who as publisher
of the established student paper,
must decide on the role of the of-
ficiol student press. Remaining in
the background are students seek-
ing expression—either the student
paper or the underground press.

by HOWARD KOHN

Clayton Graham, principal of North
Farmington High School, would like to
forget the school’s underground news-
paper.

“This {5 done on thelr own time at
thelr own expense,” he explains,

““The paper uses a number of four-
letter words and 1 don’t went to dig-
Dty 180

Graham admits he doesn't like the
Consclentious Objector (CO)--Farm-
ington’s first high schoo! underground
But sometimes he simply can’t ignore
it

IN APRIL Graham sent a letter to
ditors, Th

dent-valced newspaper Is essential in
defermining which way students want
to go.

f‘Because the administratorsatNorth
do| ot belleve In freedom of the press
the contributors of this paper must re-
main anonymous.

For the first two issues the CO .

staffers used pseudonyms. In the third
1s3ue they used regular bylines,

Next came Graham’s letter,

And the writers reverted back o pen
rames,

But CO editors alsodecided togive up
printing four-letter words, “We felt
wefhad made our polnt,” saysone, “We

wed there’s nothing innately evil
gut them,

‘The COWasborn during the ferment of
the student walkout on dress rules (see
page 14),
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BUT THECO wasnot the bralnchild of
stdent radicals who simply wanted a
ney dress code.

Eartler in the year several students
opted for an independent faculty paper
under faculty sponsorship.

However, they couldn't recrutt a
teacher,

The idea lingered and many of the
same students helped begin the CO,

Now the CO appears headed for a per-
manent site on the extra -curricular
Iandscape at NFHS,

This fall the CO will have anewmim~
edgraph press. Staffers and sym-
pathizers have raised money to continue
paying all expenses, which have been
nominal,

Ahd CO edltors are already planning
several fall “specials.””

Last year the CO covered school
news, particularly on controversies
within student government and com-
plaints against the adminlstration.

Bist more often it devoted space to sa-
tiric columns and editortal speech-
making. .

On both countst stood fn marked con-
trast to the Northern Star, product of
NFHS's journalism classes.
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THE STAR functions as the Informa-
tlon‘organ for student activities.
aslong

parents of the e
letter warned the paper might be vio-
lating township obscenity ordinances,

But township police say they have no
obscenity ordinance and have no plans
to issue warrants sgainst the CO,

“It was a scare letter,” complalns
one underground editor (who wishes to
remaln ancaymous).

‘“Some parents got uptight and same
kids had to quit --officially, that is, not
actually.”

A coterie of seven NFHS students
founded the paper this spring, About
30-40 students contributed to the 10
four-page mimeographed 1ssues which
were published In the final three months
of school,

Graham has never talked to the CO
staff, And the CO sta!f has never
talked to Graham.

Instead the CO exists in a Umbo,

The CO enjoys panning Graham,
sometimes bitterly and sardonically,

On the other hand, Graham allows tea-
cbers to confiscate CO coples, although
his administration has not tried to ban
them from school premlises.

P

IN THE (nitial {ssue, March 10, CO
editors stated:

i"We, the writers of this paper, feel
that the Hme s NOW for students to
assume thelr rightful positions, A stu~

as it Is *constructive” criticism, A
faculty advisor decldes the validity
of editorials,

The Star didcome under fire last year
‘wheb it tweaked the board of education
in a'tongue - in - cheek editorial,

Some board members privately
volced thelr ire to Graham, And Gra-
ham scolded the student editors,

1 thought it was in extremely poor
taste,” he explains. “Privats gripes
wm\l‘d be aired privatley--not in the
newspaper.

“A board member Is entitled to
vote any way he wishes without some
15 or 16 year-old telling him off.»

The Star edltorial had chastized the
board for ignoring student wishes to
move commencement exercises to Ford
Audltorfum. The board later reversed

Byt Graham is making certaln the st~
uation (s0't repeated, All editorialsin-
volving the school board must now be
approved by htm,

Thie Star has not criticized the board
since,

; PR

ALDO VAGNOZZI, board trustee,
wants to remove many restrictions on
the Star,

“Students shouldn't have to resort to

Oakland County Awards
Bid For Service Center

OAKLAND COUNTY

Contract for the $2.3 mil-
llon Oskland County Service
Centor was awarded recently
to E, E, Powell Geperal Con-
tracting Co, of Pontiac,

The award was made after
& mild controversy developed
on the-County Board of Super-
visors regarding the Powellbid,

THE BID was the lowest

among those submitted but some
supervisors questioned  ac-
ceptance of the bid because of
2 possible conflict of Interest,

Christian Powell, 2 super-
visor for Farmingtonnorthof12
Mile is a brother to the pres-
ident of E,E, Powell Co, and had
served as vice-president of the
firm,

When the conflict of interest

..

question was made, Powell de-
liberated and resigned his pos-
ition with his brother's firm,
The bid wes then accepted,

‘THE WORK will Include cone
struction of a two-level office
bullding and an attached garage
at the Telegraph-Pontise Lake
Rd. site northwest of Pontisc,

The Underground Press

Seeks To Push

underground papers,” he says, “the
school paper should be open enough to
accommodate all students, "

Vagnozz!’s son, Steve, was one of last
year's editor’s on the Star,

“The administration was afrald of
letting us say too much in the paper,’”
Steve argues, “they figured too much
knowledge was dangerous,"

Graham denes this, He belfeves the
Star is living up to journallste stand-
ards,

Theoretically any student can submit
stories or editortals to the Star.

But alleditors and news reportersare
from the journalism -1l workshop.
They're screened from approximately
9 students in journallsm-I and
appointed by the faculty advisor,

They recetve grades for thelr stories
and editorlals.

Under this structure, few non-jour=-
nalism students write for the Star,

e e

RICHARD FRANKEL, also a trustee,
has advocated changing the structure to
make all students eligible for Star pos-
1tons,

““A school newspaper should be Uke
any other studentactivity -- opentoany-
one who wants to Joln,” Frankel pro-
poses,

Franke] would permit students to
work on the paper for three years,
And he would let the ediiors pick
thetr own successors, though still giving
a veto vote 1o & student - faculty board.

Several high school and almost all
college newspapers have this format.

The Michigan Daily, student paper
at  the University of Michigan, has
stripped the veto power from its ad-
visory board. The Dally is constdered
by many professionals tobe the nation’s
best college newspaper,

Graham objects to Frankel’s plan
+because an open-~ended paper probably
wouldn't serve its public relations func- _
Hon for the school.”

Graham polnts to parents and board
trustees who subseribe to the paper and
might be offended by student views,

The Star has a press run of 700, al-
most all of which go to students. The
CO has a press run of 500, also almost
all for students although some were
passed out at PTA meetings.

e ox

DR. RODERICK SMITH, super-
intendent of schools, agrees generally
with Graham's position,

“I can’t accept 10th-graders belng
mature enough to make news judgment
decislons,” Smith says, I think you
need some sort of enforcing policy over
what s printed,”

However, Smith balks at using the
word “censorship,” Hepreferstocall
it “responsible control,”

Jack Mingo, expected to be one of the
top Star editors this year, favors Fran-
kel's idea,

“We'd get more and better Ideas for
editorlals, for one thing,” Mingonotes,
“and the news wouldn’t be 2s orfented
toward seniors for another.’”

Mingo, author of the paper’s most
popular column last year, adds most
students have lttle Interest in the Star
as itis, *There areveryfewletters to
the editor,” he says, “Of course,
there’s not much to write in about.””

The Star took an editorfal stand only
five Umes last year,

.
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Blue & White has a similar status to
that of the Star, A faculty advisor su-
pervises the Blue & White as part of
2 Journalism class.

(Both papers will have new advisors
this fall --Miss Enid Tank for the Star
and Mrs, Anita Crust for the Blue &
White.)

James Gelger, FHS principal, does
not ook at copy before its published,
But he does Insist on tight controls
by the advisor,

“Opening up the paper o all students
would probably result fn a very un-
sophisticated sheet,” Gelger predicts,
“I domw’t think that sort of paper has
anything to do with high sehool in=
struction.

Both Graham and Gelger admit
they're afrafd thelr students might
create another South End, the contro-
versial paper at Wayne State Univer-
sity.
student -faculty  publications

Issues Above Grou

{etion

board appolnted radical students to ed~
ltorfal positions the last two years at
the South End.

The radicals have eliminated most
reportorial news and replaced 1t with
essays and editorials,

Dr. Willlam Keast, WSU president,
became lnfuriated with the South End
this summer and tried to close itdown,

But the publications beard overruled
Keast,

v e

GRAHAM AND GEIGER say they do
not want to abdicate such power to a
student - faculty board,

Smith seconds their stand,

Ultimately, though, the board of ed-
ucation sets the policy for the news-
papers. And several present board
trustees promised in their election
campaigns to expand student activi-
tes,

“Everyone concedes thattoday's stu-
dents are more soclally aware and pol-
Iteally consclous,” says Vagnozzl,

Tha
Northern Star

(T | Garca attends youth program in Washington
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“but no one 1s willing to give them a
chance to use this energy within the
system.

“That's why they go out and start
underground newspapers.

“I Wik you can prevent student un-
rest by trusting them with some re-
sponsibility, "

VAGNOZZI WOULD ilke to com-
bine the experfence of Star writers
with the freedom of CO wrlters,

But Graham and Gelger sav they
would resist such a move,

And the CO editors are similarly
skeptical of a merger, afrald their
polnted barbs might be dulled be-
cause they would be back In the sys-
tem,"

At that juncture, the three sides are
at an fmpasse.

And unless the board of education gets
enthusiastic about the ideas of Vage
nozzi and Frankel, that 1s where the op-
posing factions are likely to rematn.

MAKE YOUR OWN

WEATHER

YEAR AROUND

Begin with (arrier'vs”
WEATHERMAKER FURNACE!

select.

the Weathermaker ...

All winter long, o Carrier Weathermaker®
Furnace will bring silent warmth into every room
of your home. Its whisger-quiet heat is automatically
controlled to mointain the temperature that you

Years of Carrier reseorch and skill insure you
of o dependable, economical, compactly designed
unit that will give you years of trouble-free oper-
ation, So start your yeor around season control with
the Weathermaker.

...then add these...

Air Conditioning

Condensing Unit

This is the outdoor unit that
removes unwanied heat from
inside your home and rejects
it 1o the outside air. This beau-
tiful unit is quier, relisble,
kind to shrubs and instails al.
most anywhere . . . essy fo

keep out of sig

Evaporator Coil

This is the unit that installs on
top of your Weothermaker
furnace and connects fo the
condensing unis outdoors, Each
has been tested 1o insure de-
pendability.

Electronic Air Cleaner

Works like a powerful magnes to
remove particles from air in your
home. Ailergy-proveking dust and
mold spores are reduced, even walls
and ceilings stay cleaner, longer.

_cracks in floors and pfaster,

Humidifier

Keep moisture in the air during dry
winter months  automaticatly with
this dependable Carrier Hymidifier.
Oryness in your home causes rugs
and fabrics fo wear faster, opens

24 hour service . . . we service our installations

D+B—

OPEN MONDAY thry SATURDAY, & a.m. - 5 pm.

a’-/sating & Coo[c’ng Co.

33305 W. SEVEN MILE ROAD, LIVONIA
TELEPHONE 476-7022

NO MONEY DOWN . . .
UP TO 7 YEARS TO PAY




