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Power volleyball popular with girl athletes

By SUSAN TAUBER KLEIN

This season of girls' " volleyball
marks a first in Farmington. All three
public high schools and the private
high school. Our Lady of Mercy. have
girls” volleyball teams competing in
leagues.

Harrison, North Farmington - and
Farmington High. members of the
Northwest Suburban League, are par-
ticipating in the season which started
in early January and ends with the
state fitials on March 19.

Mercy. 2 member of the Catholic
League-West Division. has games
scheduled from Jan. 25 until the Catho-
lic League playoffs on Feb. 28, March
3 and March 6.

Volleybali as a girls’ sport has pro-
ved popular at all the high schools in
Farmington. Each coach’ reportedly
had 50 or more girls turn out for team
try-outs.

But they aren't plaung the type of
volleyball played at picpics or social
functions. The name of the game is
po\\,er volleyball. T

t's different brand of vol-
teyball.” said Ron Short. first-year

Harrison twins Gina (left) and Tina Butkynas work at volleyball
practice. Volleyball has become a popular addition to the girls’

coach of the first girls' volleybail
team at Farmington High.

“IT'S REALLY a hard game. The
power is quite exciting. But the limita-
tions on how to hit a ball make or
break some of the girls,” Short said.
They may only hit the ball with their
forearms.” he explained.

Short is working with a nine-mem-
ber. varsity team of one senior and
eight sophomeres. They are a young
teamn but Short thinks ance they start
improving they will start winning.

*If 'we win half of our games, it will
be a good season.” said the optomis-
tic coach. “They are all new at it.”

He is trying to teach them to be
quick and aggressive. “They can't’ be
afraid to-have the ball come right at
them. For power volleyball, the girls
need to jump and have quick hands.

“But if- someone can throw a ball,
the person can play volleyball.” Short
added.

In this. season’s learning expe-
riences. sophomore Kim Patton, the
team captain. is Farmington's best
spiker and server. Senior Laural
Kieppinger. whom Short described as

quite an almete is slmng in passing,
setting ,and spiki

A PHYSICAL EDUCATION teacher
at twoe of Farmington's elementary
schools, Short learmed pdwer vol-
leyball in the Air Force. First he was
a linesman, then an umpire. I have
taught power voileyball but have
never played it." he confessed.

Farmington practices two evenings
and three afternoons a week at the for-
mer Farmington Junior High. The jun-
jor varsity team of eight players prac-
tices with the varsity. As they im-
prove. Short will advance the players
to the varsity.

“We are trying to build for next
vear. I want them to get the expe-
rience this year and try to win,” said
the new coach.

Also building for next year's power
voileyball season is ‘Harrison's team.
coached since Harrison opened six
years ago by Jill Turley. a former
phys ed teacher at Kalamazoo.

The coach. now in counseling at Har-
rison. described her team as
“young—which gives us a lot of time
10 build into a strong. cohesive group.
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Southf 1eld cage:if@ down

Southfield High got off to a big lead
in the first quarter and coasted to an
8258 victory over North Farmington
last Tuesday night in a non-league

game on the Raiders’ court. The re-
sult left both teams with a 64 overall
record.

Coach Don Kaump's Blue Jays
scored 15-points in the first quarter
while North only put five on the score-
board. Southfield led all the way with
37 baskets and eight free-throws. The
Raiders made 19 baskets and added
20 from the line,

Southfield’s Marvin Miles led all

scorers with 18 points on eight field
goals and two-for-two from the free-
tarow line. Teammate Scott Kopack
chipped in with 17 points, while Jeff
McCall and Jon Vigi added 14 and 10,
respectively.

Mike Garcia léd North with 12
points. Harold Beardsley and Mark
Bieh! each had eight.

The next game for Southfield is
Friday, Jan. 21, in a Southeastern
Michigan Association game against
Ferndale High. North will host Red-
ford Township Thurston Friday in a
Northwest Suburban League match.

SOUTHFIELD-NORTH FARMINGTON
SOUTAFIELD (k1)
Miles 8, 23, 18; Jelt M

Foaled Out: Clawsell (Southlield), Rice (South-
field),
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NORTH FARMINGTON
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Thurston nips Hawks in OT

Thurston beat Harrison 61-57.in over-
tine Tuesday night in a non-league
game on the Hawk's court.

With 45 seconds remaining, Harri-
son was lendmg 5150 until Thurston's
Dave two. Teammate

Jerry Bmdlord Increued Jhis team’s
lead by completing a three-point play.
-With 16 seconds left, the game
looked like a victory for Thurston.
But then Harrison's Paul Butkunas
scored a 10-footer and Lou Vulaj tied
the score 55-55 with an 18-foot turn-

aroun
Coach Bill Croteau's team added six

points in overtime while coach Bob
Sutter's Hawks only added two. Harri-
almost  gained another  three

utkunas tapped a rebound
which hit the back of the rim and
bounced out of the basket.
winning points wer scored by
Thurston’s Bradford. He scored two
from the line after Vulaj fouled him.
Beebe was the top scorer with 21
points. Harrison’s Butkunas followed
with 18,
Harrison plays at Livonia Churchill
Friday night (Jan. 21) in a Western

Sizth League match. Thurston will
host North Farmington also Friday
night

TRURSTON—HARRISON

THURSTON, (41 Dave Besbe 8. 54, 21; ey
Bradford 2. 810, 11: Dave 'l
Bryan Mulvinil 6. 62, 8; Mike Nage s, b

10234 Teudn B, 159, 4

HARIUSON (1) Lou Vals) &, 1
bert 132, 4 Paul Butkuoss 7, urt
uth-;n P 5. 03, 16; Mmyc 60

13, 5
; Harrlgen 26, Tharsion 1. Fouled Ovs
Gitsrt aniaon oo e

THURSTON 7185 ¢ -
HARRISON HER -

Franklin stops Farmington

<In a game filled with technical fouls
and ending with team scuffles, Frank-
tin defeated Farmington, 4847,

Tuesday night in a non-league game. .

" The referees gave six technicals dur-
irig the game, two at one time to
Franklin's coach Bob_ Visser. "Farm-
Ingtons Mark Springfieid.was thrown
wt ln the fourth quai

rmington . had large leach after

the hall and after the third quarter

when the scores,were 2518 and 3326
Nmpectively The Patriot's ‘victory

: ounp in the fourth epmer when the

team scored 22 points to Farmington's
eight, Fourteen of the 22 points were
zdded from the {reethrow line, °

‘John Zannis and Dennis Smith each? <

- scored 14 ipoints for ‘the Franklin'

team, which .hasn't scored over 50

points in the last five games. Team- |

mate Jeff Phillps trailed with 12. The
win raised the Patriots’ overall record

b0 46; : -

Farmmgtun is 65 overall. ',l‘eam

“member Dick Radatz was top scprer

+ -with- 17. Rick Milhizer @dded 10. -
Farmigggon plays Pontiac Norlhem .nn:&umn

Friday night (Jan. 21} in an Inter

Lakes League game. The Patriots will . |
" “meet Gatden Clly East on the same

1. % Bryst Gu- T

This year we'll go as far as we can.”

With two 6-2 twins on the team, com-
posed of 23 sophomores. two juniors
and one almost 6foot senior. Turley
tatked of lhe advantage of height in
volieyball.*

“THE NET IS 7 feet 41 inches-high
50 height and the ability to jump is im-
portant. Players have to be able to
get to the top of the net to block and
spike.”

Turley. who said she has no star on
her team. doesnt have separate var-
sity and junior varsity teams. “It de-
pends on the practice sessions attend-
ed. held evey week day or night, and
the skills the members exhibit when I
choose the starting team.”

Harrison’s team is composed not
only of the 26 players but als0 of a sta-
tistician. two managers and an offi-
cial score keeper, all students

Power volleyball, a sport Turley de-
scribed as including vertical jumping,
lateral. forward and back movements,
is becoming more popular. she said.
because of the exposure of the last
Olympics.

“U.S.

Volleyball Association is

sports programs in many high schnols. (Staff photo by Harry

Farinington Gbserver

MSun:m:l

Thur'sda)_ January 20. 1977

trying to get U.S. volleyball into the
Olympics. After all.- when 50 girls try
out for a team, the sport must be gain-
ing in popularity.” said Turley.
The third public school team. North
Farmington. has been n competition
for two years. coached by former
physical education teacher Pat Riley.

THE COMPETITION is tough,
Riley said. “We're competing against
teams who have been playing seven
or eight years. -

Riley said she can't tell yet how her
team will do this season because
“things are just now shaking dows.™
But she added her team has improved
amazingly since last season when it
finished last in its league.

The 23 girls on North's varsity and
junior varsity teams have been prac-
ticing since the middle of November.
During the season they practice every
day ar night, depending on avail-
ability of the gym.

“The varsity of fou" sophomores

“But Jane Bush. a senior. is
our slrongest all-around player.”

Rilev has watched the sport of
power volleyball grow. “We are now
getting good officials for the games,
and middle schools in Farmington are
teaching power volieyball in gym clas-
ses.

She said the middle school coaches
are doing a good job. “'We high school
coaches can tell the difference. The

irls entering high school know the
é.ndamcnmls and we can wark on per-
ecting their skills,” she added.

“But." Riley continued. “many still
don't understand the time and effort it
really takes to build the skills. Many
who tried out for the icam dropped
out before they were cut because they
weren't ready to give the amount of
time needed.”

LINDA BARBER. the girls’ vol-
leyball coach at Mercy. is working
with a winning team this season.

In her first year as coach jast year.
Mercy won the Catholic League Divi:
sion and placed second in the region-

als.

“We should be able to take the Cath-
olic division this vear. We can man-
age the playoffs and should win the
league again.” she prophesized.

To help her varsity team of 12 —

five seniors, four juniors and three

~- Barber has sch
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scrimmages with tougher teams “so
we'Tl do better in the state™ she ex-
plained.

Mercy's teams also mperlenu}d
more interest in the sport. "We gel
the kid who isn't the star teanis or
basketball player. It's easier to devel-
op volleybail skills and  the Spor\
doesn't have such a jock 1m1p,c Bar-
ber said.

Still. the girls have to be in good
physical shape for jumping and for
quick movements

The most important skill. according
to Barber. is the serve. A team can
only get points when serving. She re-
called one game. in" which Merey
didn't have to play. well to win be-
cause the other team lost so many
points on its serves

However, Barber said the girls have
to work together as a team. ~They
must be willing to set up the ball for
others.” She thinks her team is get-
ting good at cooperating.

“And senior Julie Mikula. Mercy's
captain. keeps the team together. said
the coach. “She always has a pat on
the back for whomever needs it.”

Other keynote players are senior
Mary Vincent, strong in blocking and
spiking as the tallest «about six-feet)
team member. and top spiker Diane
Dietz. a junior
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5700 Drake Rd.
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Racquet Clubs

only $5000

For more information call:
Centaur Racqut:t Club = Square Lake Racquet Club

West Bloomfield, 48033  Bloomfield Hills, 48013
oo 332.9221

Square Lake

That’s right,
now you
can join

two.of the

finest
indoor
tennis
clubs in
the area
for
only $50.

799 Denison Ct.




