Bob Seger just

By DAVE DODD

" '

The: scene was backstage atDe-
troit's Cobo Hall. The members ou.he
Silver Bullet: Band thad already; ar.
rived and were in their dreslng
rooms.

The door opened when a Tong- aired -
mustached figure wearing jeans and a
blue down jacket walked lhmuy: the
door. In less than half an hdur, that
person was going to stun the crowd
that filled the sold-out arena.

A while later, a”long-haired mus-
tached figure wearing dark purple vel-
vet pants and a matching’ vest alcmg
with ‘a satiny white shirt emerged
from dressing room 1240. It was al-
most like Clark Kent blazing into the
nearest phone booth and changing into
the mighty Superman The only differ-

ence was the “S" stood for Seger—
Bob Seger. )

The Silver Bullet Band—Drew Ab-
bott  (guitar),  Robyn - Robbins

tkeyboards), Chris Campbell (bass),
Alto Reed (hors) and Charlie Martin
(drums)—made their appearance on
stage and the crowd roared. Back-
stage, Seger camg, out of seclusion
{"You get tense if you're with a
whole lot of people, before you go on™'}
and made his wiy to the stage.

ALL OF COBO Hail rose to thair
feet and greeted the King of Detroit
rock ‘n' roll with"outrageous eheers.

This was the second concert of four,

for Seger: Each one a sell-out. (The
concert dates were Jan. 13, 14, 16 and

Charl\c Martin began by pounding
the drums and Seger delivered his
first blow by blasting “Nutbush City
Limits™ into everybody's hearts. The

Theater

Gole Vidal's “A Visit to a Small
Planet” will oper Friday at Will-O-

Way Repertory Theatre. 775 W. Long
Lake Raad Bloomfield Hills.

The pla} has many amusing effects,

including two’scenes piayed with one
of the theater’s many cats.
« The scenes call for Kreton, a visitor

from outer space. to gossip with the
cat about mice, dogs and the foibles

‘of human beings. The cat is played by
Will-0-Way's Mrs. Perriwinkle.

Kreton is played by veteran charac-
ter acmr Dike Dwelley of Bloomfield

Dw@lv with 35 years experience on

!he stpge says this is a first for him.

- audience got up and danced to ms
powerful tune. Rockin' Robert kept
things gomg with the ballad “‘Trav-
elin” Man" followed by ms smashing
smgle “Beautiful Loser.”

e then presented four tunes from
hls “gold" album “Night Moves." The
12,000 raving spectators clapped along
to “Ship of Fools” and sat back and
watched Seger perform "Mams(reet"
to the fullest.

With the help of guitarist me Ab-
bott, “The Fire Down Below” and
“Mary Lou” sounded like the original
cuts on the album  “Night
Moves” . . . they were perfect.

The atmosphere of Cobo Hall
changed drastically when Seger said,
-“We'd lJike to do another one from
‘Live Bullet.” This features our saxo-
phone player Alto Reed.”

The crowd knew Séger was about to
perferm the song that would ‘make
you meit. When 1 Jisten to “Tum the
Page™ it reminds me of the long hard
struggle Seger had to make it to star-
dom . . .

Here 1 am on the road again. There
I am, up-on the stage. There I go,
playin’> star again. There I go, turn
the page.

...and then tells you what it's
like to be ‘playing in front of a crowd
when you've finally made it.

Out there in the spotlight you're a
miltion mlIes away. Every ounce of
energy, 3m| iry to give away. As the
sweat pours -out your body like the
music that you play.

Seger then tells you about war in
“Lookin’ Back” and blasted out
“Rock 'n’ Rol} Never Forgets" along
with an excellent version of "'Bo-Did-

like S uperman

dley" that had the crowd on their feet
for eight minutes

The Silver Bullet Band rocked out
side three of “Live Bullet." Once
again the fabulous talent “of drummer
Charlie Allen Martin led the rhythmic
s!nkmg beat of “Ramblin' Gamblin’
Man." Seger then said, “No matter
what city we ‘e in, this is known as
Charlie's song.”

That’s when the drummer went wild
in "'Heavy Music” and backed Seger
on vocals. The 24-year-old Detroiter
shows .morr talent with two sticks
than anyone.

SEGER FINISHED off the  three-
song ordeal with *'Katmandu " The ex-
cited crowd got up and danced as the
hometown boy sang to the fullest his
75 single.

The stage was then emptied as
Cobo lit up with matches and lighters
demanding more of Seger.

The stage lit up. ““You guys still
here?” screamed Seger. The crowd re-
sponded with intensifying cheers and
the first chord on the guitar was
strung, causing the devoted Seger
fans to go delirious.

Seger was performing his recent
success “Night Moves.” The song that
took him six months to write, made
Cobo go wild. “Usually I throw a song
away if 1 can‘t fuush it in two or
three weeks,” ained Seger, “but
‘Night Moves‘ It
just took a long time to finish,

The exuberant fans wouldn't let him
go. He came out for a second, third
and fourth encore, finishing with the
fast paced thriller “Get Out of Den~
ver."

After the two-hour, nanstop, rock 'n’
roll extravaganza was over, Seger

and his musical ammunition rested
backstage.

ITALKED to Beb in a Pistons' lock-

-er room. We mostly discussed his

long-awaited trip to stardom. “‘Right
now we're headlining I'd say 35 to 40
percent of the merket. 1 think that
will change now because we have the
hit sfngle.”

+ Seger added, “Now that we've some-

what established ourselves, we don't
have to do albums on the run'"

Seger’s career has come to astonish-
ing success lately and, as he puts it,
“It all started three years ago. Three
things happened. No. 1, The Silver Bul-
Tet Band committed to tour nation-
ally.

Al that time, the band never had
the opportunity on the big stage.
‘Their first major tour was an 34-date
gg with BTO. “We learned how to
play stages like Cobo Hall every

night. N& 2, we got a good booking
agency. ATI out of New York. No. 3.
we re-signed with Capitol.”

Another important factor is that
Segar stopped playing lead guitar and
became tatally a front man. I took
the burden of playing guitar and piano
off my back. I was able to concen-
trate only on the singing. For the last
three years, it's been slowly edging
up, and for me it's like a whole new
career started three' years ago with
the Silver Bullet Band.”

Since his “Beautiful Loser album,
Seger has slowly been climbing to
reach the peak of stardom and finalfy
made it with the combined effort of o
“Live Bullet” and “Night Moves."
The best way to describe Seger comes
from Ed Scott of Rock Tours Limited.
“Seger’s as hot as he's ever been.”

cats add to ‘Planet’ humor

No stranger to Will-0-Way, he has ap-
peared there in "“Guys and Dolis,” as
the Stage Manager in “Our Town™
and as Gmndpa in “You Can't Take
1t With You,” as well as in two Shake-
arean  productions, “Richard 11"
and *'The’Merry Wives of Windsor.”

He is also on the active list at the
Village Players of Birmingham, car-
rying on a tradition started by his par-
ents, who were among the founding
members of this group more than 50
years ago. His wife, Dee, is also ac-
tive in both groups.-

AMONG HIS more memarable roles
at the Village Pldyers were Henry
Higgerfs in “My Fair Lady,” Matthew

Brady in “Inherit the Wind" and Wal-
ter Bums in “Front Page.”

Dwelley. a happy amateur who acts
because he loves it, is a self-employed
manufacture in real life, with a facto-
ry in Birmingham.

The part of Kreton is “A Visit to a
Small Planet™ was originally created,
by Cyril Ritchard on Broadway.

“It is completely different from any-
thing else I've done before,” said
Dwelley. An avid student of planet
Earth and its fascinating human crea-
tures, Kreton journeys in his space-
ship to observe the Civil War first-
hand. A mechanical failure causes his
arrival 100 years too late, starting a
highly amusing chain of events.

“Most of us at Wiil-0-Way have in-
advertently and unwillingly shared
the stage with the many cats who
seem to multiply there,” D\«elly said
with a laugh.

“They stroll onto the stage with fe-
line indifferentce to the audience. The
trick is to ignore them and get on
with the show.

*“This production, however, calls for
me to play two scenes with the mat-
riarch of 'their cats in my arms. It's
not easy, but it does add to the charm
of the play.”

For more information on “A Visit to
a Small Planet,” cali Will-0-Way
‘Theatre.
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TICKETS:

For your chance at a free ticket goal, all
you have to do is send a post card with
your name and address, Including your

N zip code, to RED WINGS TIiCKETS, The
Observer & Eccentric Newspapers,
36251 Schoolcraft Road, Livonia, MI
48150. The Observer & Eccentric will

_ then pick names for winners from
Some weeks,
additional post card, winners will
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- Tickets will be ‘sent to
winners through the
mali well n‘advance of

- the gama. (Sorry, no
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SUDURDAN DETROIT
THERTRES. INC.

1 Petor Sellors in
“THE PINK PANTHER
STRIKES AGAIN" (PG)

“SILVER STREAK”
(P6)

3 Wat Disnay's
THE SHAGGY D.A.” (G)
with Deon Jones

.
f
The Charlie Daniels Band
ond
The Marshall Tucker Band

“VOLUNTEER
JAM" (PG)
Matines Wednesday — 1 show,
1:00 pm.

Sherlock Holmes meets
Sigmund Freud - . .

“SEVEN PERCENT '
SOLUTION"
(P'G)

Basil Rathbone
“THE HOUND OF THE
BASKERVILLES” (G)

Gene Wider Richord Pryor
”SII.VER STREAK"
(PG)
Matinces Wed, Sat & Sun

Peter Sellers in

“THE PINK PANTHER
STRIKES AGAIN” (PG)
Matinees Wed, Sat & Sun

T Gene wider Rmhard Pryor
Jil i

”SII.VER STREAK”

(PG)
Mdtinees Wed, Sat & Sun

2

Walt Disney's
“THE SHAGGY
D.AY

(6)
Motinees Wed. Sat & Sun

“The first full-length
Southem Rock motion picture . . .

“VOLUNTEER
JAM" (PG)

Charlie Daniels Band
Marshall Tucker Band

Matines Wednesday — 1:00 p.m.’
1.00
Continuous Matines S & Sun

1 Gene Wilder Richard Pryor

“SILVER STREAK"
(PG)

. Alan Arkin in
“SEVEN PERCENT
SOlUTION" (PG)

2

’ 'mmmoml RASKERVILLES™
Matings Wod — 1 thow, 1’!&

COMING JAN. 26th — “ROCKY”
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