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‘Rocky’ packs
one-two punch

The premise of "Rocky” (PG) is wildly unbelievable, dn
unknown. 30-vear-old club boxer gets a shot at the world heav-
yweight championship. Yet this is the kind of sentimental
saga that everyone loves.

“Rocky™ is a movie that harbors a treasury of myths: The
success story myth. the gentle giant myth, the ugly duckling
myth. To paraphrase a song. it’s comier than Kansas in Au-
qust. It's also a wondetfully stirring and optimistic mavie.

The performances are convincing, and the story develops
with increasing momentum. Given this onetwo punch, it's nct
difficult to suspend belief and empathize with the dreams and
despair of Rocky.

Rocky is the American Dream. urban version, 19703. He's
~Joe" without the prejudices. Horatio Alger without the mate-
rialism.Rocky is a romantic idealist; he walks unscathed
through the seamy ghettoes. the sweaty gyms. He loves gni-
mals: finds beauty in a shy. awkward girl; tries to straighten
out a brassy teenager. and is genuinely humble.

ON A GOOD night. when Rocky wins, he makes $0
minus deductions for pummeling other losers like himself.
For regular eating money. he works as a musclemdn for a
loan-shark operation. He's the collector, big and feroclous
looking. Who would ever guess he's a softie?

Against all odds. “freak luck™ as everyone tells him,
Rocky is tapped to meet the world champion in a title bout.
The ongmal challenger broke a bone in his- hand.

All other suitable candidates are unavailable or unwilling.
So the promoters get down to the dregs. Rocky Balboa, the
“Italian Stallion” as he calls himself.

The title holder. about as modest as Muhammwed AE.
hypes this as a Bicentennial Match to be held in Philadelphia.
He selected Rocky as an opponent because he fit the publicity
requirements: An unknown local fighter, white, and of Italian
lineage (and Chris Columbus was Italian. the black champ re-
minds us) R

Rocky trains hard and zealously. The night before the
fight he despairs. He's not in the same class as the champ,
he says. the champ’s too good. All he asks is that he can “go
the distance.” last 15 rounds. No one else has ever done that
with the champ.

Rocky ultimately proves what winning is all about. De-
cent and honest. he doesn't lie. even to himself. When his girk
friend (effectively played by Talia Shire) asks him why he
fights. he explains that he's dumb. that his parenvs told him
he had no brains so he better develop his body. “But why do
you fight?" she persists. “Cause I cant sing or dance,” he
answers.

SYLVESTER STALLONE plays Rocky n such an un-
canny. natural way, it's almost no surprise to discover that
he literally created the character. Stalione wrote the script.
but it's his own interpretation and physical presence that
make Rocky unforgettable.

He combines the massive build and bulging muscles of a
heavyiweight with a poetic Roman face. He looks like one of
Picasso's classical figures of the 1920s.

1t's difficult to assess Stalione’s performance, or nther
his acting ability. because the actor and the character seem
inseparable. His as Rocky is lent—the way
he walks, the pacing of his speech. the host of individual man-
nerisms he uses—all combine to flesh out the charactsr and
make him believable.

Is Stallone a one-role actor? Can he play anything else
other than a plodding gentle giant? We'l have to walt for fu-
ture movie rales to find out.

Regardless of what that answer might be, Stallone as
Rocky is the most engaging character to appear on the
screen in the past. year.

Audlence reaction is shock, disgust

By ETHEL Sl”ﬁMONS

Things heating up ‘at Meadow
Brook Thaatre where lh: drama direc-
tor Charles Nolte predicted would get
a lot of. audience reaction has done
just that.

When was the last time (if ever)
you saw members of the audience
throw their programs at the actors on
slagc and then walk out? It happened

Wednesdsy night, a Meadow
hesu-e-goer reports. He also smd a
woman in the audience yelled oul,
“'You call this crap entertainment?

The ‘actor who plays Teddy (Rich-
srd Hilger) in the productlon *“When
You Comin’ Back, Red Ryder?" had
to tell the woman, ‘‘Ma’am, you can
leave. We're trying to finish this
play,” the theater-goer recalled.

According t6 the ssme amazed thea-
ter-goer, Mike Karagozian of Th?
Rochester Eccentric, “People startes
walking out, things started heating
up, I think, when Teddy ripped off the
wornan's blouse.” -

THE SCENE in the controversial
play by Mark Medoff is one of high
impact. The _violence-prone Teddy.
who has beenabusing the patrons of a
smail-town diner both verbally and
with vicious pranks, tears open the
front of a blouse worn by Clgrisse
(Lynne Bradford). He also prods her
obscenely with a violin that she, a con-
cert violinist, has brought into the
diner.

Teddy's lsnguage is  frequently
mocking and crude, and his gestures
and comments equally vulgar. The

play, which was the hit of the Off-

Brgadway season in 1973, deals with

violence' " in Amenca amm\ﬁmher
mes.

The swry expuses the weakness and
strengths .of the diners’ patrons, as
they come to gnps with the shocking
situation.

§eadow Brook {.l‘heotve the profes-
U

al theater on’campus at Oakland
versity in ‘Rochester, has general- &.
lyJtuck to the classics and not faced
dilemma of audience reaction to
k contemporary drama.
Mosher, director of commu-
;uty rélations at Meadow Brook. com-
mented, “The- way we react to it is,
people get s0.caught up in it they
can't distinguish reality from fantasy.
T understand the woman hallered "Ar-
rest him! Arrest him!"

MRS. MOSHER continued, “Some
object to the nudity, others to the vio-
fence or language. Some question
whether it’s in good taste.

“We're here to produce the pieces
of literature. We're presenting a bal-
anced season. We have an obligation
to be the sounding ground for new
pieces. As Terry {Terence Kilburn, ar-
stistic  director of Meadow Brook

"Theatre) said one day. *We'd rather
have people angry _than bored.” ™

She said there has been a lot o posx
tive response to the play. Myself, as
well as other metropolitan Detroit crit-
ics, praised the production highly.

(The play, which opened Dec. 30 at
;;eadm‘ Brook, closed its run on Sun-
v.)

GLIMPSES' '

NEW RELEASES .
THE ENFORCER (R). Violence and gun play in the “Dln.y
Harry™ manner as Clint Eastwood shouu u out with § tbr-
mmt gang in San Francisco in this third ﬁ]ln n

Kl\G KO‘JG (PG). The big ape is back again with his wbe
old destructive but sensitive personality.. Jessica hﬂn
plays the love in his life. Revised version \mh wine
tongue-incheek dialogue.

NETWORK (R). I-‘xerce satire attacking the lelevhbl b
dustry and mass media generally. Top performantes: by
Peter Finch, Faye Dunaway and William Holdest i fist

paced, grimly humoroys film. M
NICKELODEON (PG). D.mcwraogmvbhnun-&u ad-
cap. early days of movie making. Ryan and Tatum
0O'Neal. Burt Reynolds, Stella Stevens and Jarie chhmd:
survive the perils and have some funi
THE OUTER SPACE CONNECTION (G). Réd 3&“)\ nar-
rates film version of papular book™eiting “!’vﬁm !hll
beings from outer space visited earth. g
THE PINK PANTHER STRIKES AGAIN. (PG}. Mm éh#nv
ing with Inspector Clouseau (Peter- Sellers) who.
his way to victory. This time against the demiented & nx
chief inspector who would destroy the world uiless he's
given Ciouseau, dead or alive. THE RROENT
SOLUTION: (PG). Sherlock Holmes and Sigmyind Frewd join
forces to solve an elementary case. Howevef, tion p
tography in Vienna and Robert Duvans wfumilnu 1]
- Dr. Watson-are excellent. .
THE SHAGGY D.A. (G). A Disney movle abouit
wn!h an unusual affliction. Suly slapstick fun l‘nr

family.
SILV'EI! STI!.EM {PG). Gene Wilder, R!:Bltd
k McGoohan and Jill Clayburgh make
comedy-d\riller about mnrﬂer and mayhem o

rlcﬁn

b

sometimes off.
A STAR IS BORN (R). Long-awalted remake. wih Barbes

Streisard and Kris Kristofferson as rock starsirailier {han
movie stars) whose careers head in different directions.

X No one under 18 admitted.
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ATTENTION
HOCKEY
FANS!

HERE IS YOUR CHANCE
TO WIN TWO RED WING
TICKETS:

For your chance at a free ticket goal, all
you have to do is send a post card with
- your name and address, including your
zip code, to RED WINGS TICKETS, The
Observer & Eccentric Newspapers,
36251 Schoolcraft Road, Livonia, Mi
48150. The Observer & Eccentric will
“then pick names for winners from
your entries. Some weeks,
atlditional post card winners will
be chosen for other Olympia
events.. When your name
appears &s a winner in our
classified section, call - 261-
8600, ext. 209, to claim your
tickets. Monday winners
must call by § p.m. Tuesday
and Thursday winners
must call by 5 p.m. Friday.
Tickets wii be sent to
winners through the
mail well in advance of
the game. (SSrry. no
substitutions.)
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