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Plot incredible
in ‘Cassandra’

No one can say that the producers didn't wam the audience
right from the start with the title, “The Cassandra Crossing"
(PG). Cassandra was a Greek goddess who foretold the fu-
ture but was ignored by everyone. She was a gloomy prophet
who specialized in foretelling disasters, hence, “The Cas-
sandra Crossing.”

The all-star cast proves once again that more isn't neces-
sarily better. Sophia Loren, Burt Lancastr, 0. J. Simpson,
Richard Harris and Ava Gardner are among the luminaries.
They wrestle with an incredible plot and dialogue as scintillat-
ing as a taped phone message.

The movie begins with two terrorists breaking into a US.
enclave in Geneva. A container of a lethal, contagious virus
is broken during the shootout. One terrorist is fatally
wounded. The other, infected with the pneumonic plague
virus, escapes and boards a train bound for Paris.

Burt Lancaster as stolid Colonel Mackenzie arrives on the
scene early to take charge of things. He's greeted with the
immortal line, “Thank God, you're here.” Not to be outdone,
he responds to most calls and queries with his best line, “I'll
handle it now.”

INGRID THULIN as Elena, a bloodless Swiss doctor,
snipes at Mackenzie as they both monitor the train’s progress
(and the disease’s) from a central control in Geneva.

Elena would like to stop the train and remove the passen-
gers. Mackenzie informs her that “no civilized country in Eu-
rope” would allow the plagueridden train to stop and dis-
charge its passengers. Hence, they shunt the train to Poland.

The implications of this are fascinating: (1) Poland is not
civilized. or (2) Poland is not in Europe. Take your choice.

Mackenzie does stop the train in Nuremberg, but only to
seal it shut after placing medical supplies and armed guards
aboard. It then resumes its journey to Poland, wherever that

is.

Meanwhile the terrorist, whe naturally is fond of children,
manages to pat. hold, or touch every child on the train, assur-
ing that each wiil become infected. He also steals water from
a dog in the baggage car and coughs into a serving bowl of
rice in the kithen.

RICHARD HARRIS, out of his buckskins, is a neurosur-
geon, the only doctor on the train. By a strange quirk, his ex-
wife Sophia Loren is aboard also. She's a successful novelist.
During much of the journey, he exhibits a flair with words,
and she ministers to the sick passengers.

As for 0. J. Simpson, what would you expeci him to be?

He’s an FBI man disguised as a priest on the trail of a narcot-
ics smuggler (Martin Sheen) who is the lover of Nicole (Ava
Gardner) who is the wife of the German industrialist who
manufactured the guns used by the guards aboard the train
Got that?
* To get to its destination in Poland, the train must traverse
the Cassandra Crossing, a rickety high-span bridge over a
deep gorge. The conductor and one passenger know it’s un-
safe, “All the people who used to live under it have moved
away,” they say ominously.

The doctor radios these fears to Mackenzie, who insists the
bridge is safe. The anxious passengers become testy, and fight
with the guards in an attempt to take over the train and stop
it before it reaches the bridge. .

Sophia Loren, displaying an amazing knowledge of fuels
and engineering, helps Richard Harris blast a hole through
the floor and uncouple the last few cars (in which they're rid-
ing) from the rest of the train. Just in time too, ‘cause guess

. what happens when the engine crosses the, bridge?

Moral: Never trust a terrorist who steals water from a bas-
sett hound, or “we'll eross that bridge when we come to it"
presumes too much.

New Orleans, a city known for the
boisterous merrymaking of Mardi
Gras, is equally inviting in April when
the annual Spring Fiesta rekindles the
charm of yesterday and the mood is
one of happy reflections and festive
celebrations.

Dates of the 41st Spring Fiesta are
April 15-May 3.

Festivities begin in Jackson Square
at 7 p.m. April 15 with the Coronation
of the Queen and presentation of her
court, followed by a colorful histarical

Activities

“Gee, Mom, there's never anything
to do in winter time!” wonY be the
cry of the kids this winter season. Or
the adults either, according to the
Southeast Michigan Travel and Tour-
ist Association.

Reason is. there’s a free book to
winter activities available from the as-
sociation~which describes things o
see and do, close to home in southeast
Michigan. .

From downhill skiing to crosscoun-
try, from shopping and browsing to

ONE

you more.

GREAT
SK1 PACKAGE

Imagine, a week of superb meals,
lodging, ski instruction and facilities
all for one complete package price.
Choose the beauty of Boyne Mountain
or Boyne Highlands in Michigan's
great north country. Or, the splendid
setting of the Rocky it
and Big Sky of Montana. Let us tell

BIG SKU/
BOUNE COUNTRY

pageant and a “Sight in Old New Or-
leans™ parade through the streets of
the View Carre,

While horse-drawn carriages filled
with revelers in antebelilum' costurnes.
gallants on horseback, floats and
bands wind their way by torchlight
through the narrow streets. girls in
crinolines and lorig dresses wave from
wrought iron balconies. They are
often joined by informal serenaders
who entertain the crowds with songs.

During the next 18 days. Spring

book free

theater, from outstanding accom-
modations to exciting attractions,
“Winter in Southeast Michigan"
offers information for every member
of the family.

Listed are more than 130 events tak-
ing place in the ninecounty southeast
Michigan* area.

Write Scutheast Michigan Travel
and Tourist Assogiation at Suile 312,
State of Michigan Plaza. 1200 Sixth
Ave., Detroit 48226 for your free copy.

ountains

Fiesta visitors will have the rare op-
portunity to enter elegant town houses
in the Vieux Carre, some dating back
to 1790 and beautifully restored by
proud owners. After-dark strolls
through candle-lit patios. amid the
greetings of costumed hostesses and
the fragrance of ni ing jas

Spring’ Fiesta enlivens New Orleans

town or university section, and week-
end bus trips to plantations along the
winding Mississippi and bayous.

An art exhibition in Pirates Alley
and Jackson Square by New Orleans
and Louisiana artists. a river cruise

aboard Steamboat Natchez” and the
. a >

jas-
mine, sweet olive and myriads of exot-
ic plants, are a memorable .expe-
rience.

THE FIESTA also features tours of
stately homes in the Garden District.
old Southern homes tours in the up-

i of gourmet
dining, Dixieland music. antique
shops and Bourbon Street add spice to
the Spring Fiesta adventure.
Information and advance tickets for
fiesta tours may be secured from
Spring Fiesta Headgquarters, 529 St
Ann Street, New Orleans. La. 70116
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At 12 Mile, Just OF U.S. 696

the E
roman g
terrace

CHARD LAKE RD.

851-4094
tho Sat. 11:30 a.m.-2:30 a.m.
BANQUET FACILITIES

heons © Dinners

For the Big Story on Gne Great Ski Package write:
Boyne Countey Inc., Boyne Falls, Michigan 49713
oF call 616/549 2441

—complete dinners
~featuring huge
solad & square pizza

5600 Drake Road at Walnut Lake Road
(just two m les west of Orchard lake Road)
855-2770
Mon-Fri. 4 p.m.-2:30 a.m,
Sat. noon-2 a.m. Sun. noon-10 p.m.

CO}E{I}(EQIL ® Entertainment
- —
BV WATCH FOR SUNDAY BRUNCH
oo 100.m.-3 pum.
. beginning Feb. 13th
. “,w HAPPY HOUR
S < Mon.Fri. 4 p.m.-7 p.m.
<G NEW MENU

‘LOOK FORWARD TO:

DISCO DANCE LESSONS |, . | ~Wine & cheese-fasting
Every Wed. ot 10 p.m. . [ pary
By Debbie Moran Xt —acilites for private
—No Cover— t 1 lunch-dinner paﬂiey
N—

GLIMPSES

NEW RELEASES .

THE ENFORCER (R). Violence and gun play in the “Dirty
Harry"” manner as Clint Eastwood shoots it out with a ter-
rorist gang in San Francisco in this third film i the
series.

FREAKY FRIDAY (G). Disney movie about a mother and
her teenage daughter who change roles (and bodies) for a
day. Lots of fun and a little insight as each learns about
the other's problems.

KING KONG (PG). The big ape is back again with his same
old destructive but sensitive personality. Jessica Lange
plays the love ‘in. his - life. Revised version with some
tongue-incheek dialogue.

LUMIERE (R). Jearne Moreau wrote, acted and directed
this lowkey movie that takes a soft-focus look at the lives
of four women friends, their careers and loves. In French
with English subtitles.

NETWORK (R). Fierce' satire attacking the television m-
dustry mass media generally. Top performances by
Peter Finch, Faye Dunaway and William Holden in fast’

. paced, grimly humerous film,

THE ‘OUTER SPACE CONNECTION (G). Rod Serling nar-
rates film version of popular book citing “evidence” that
beings from outer space visited earth.

THE PINK PANTHER STRIKES AGAIN (PG). More clown-
ipg with Inspector Clouseau (Peter Sellers) who fumbles
his way to victory—this time against the demented ex-
chief inspector who would destroy the world unless he’s

ven Clouseau, dead or alive.

ao%n (PG). Human warmth and exciting drama combine

i in this stirring film about & noname boxer who gets a
chance at a title bout. Acting accolades to entire cast and
especially /Stallone as Rocky. .

SILVER STREAK (PG). Gene Wilder, Richard Pryor, Pa-
trick McGoohsn and Jill Clayburgh make tracks i this
cmdy-lh‘lol;r about murder and mayhem on a train; and

socnetimes off.

A-STAR I8 BORN (R). Long-awailed remake with Barbra
Streisand and Kris Kristofferson a8 rock stars (rather than
fnovie stars) whvee careers head in different directions.

MOVIE RATING GUIDE

G audiences admitted.
:u‘- ehtal guidanee suggested. All ages admitted.’
x
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19825 MIDDLEBELT a1 Miie, Livonia

Japanese Steskhouse
O Exotic Cocktsils ®

‘CARRY-OUTS ON CHIKESE FO0D
Chnese Luncheon 113

427.3170 - Sorry, No Reseqvations

RESTAURANT

Cantonase & American Food"

dapanest Luncheoas §.9.30
70,4521 b1 10:302m

Ciosed Monday

Pecarls

the Finest in Chinese
& American Cuisine

©

Delta has seats for more people on nonstop jets to
Florida than any other airline from Detroit.

644-2913

Mon.-Thurs, 11.10 p.m. ® Fri. 11-11

Garden

469 S. Woodward, B’ham.

p.m.

_Sot. 12-11 p.m. ® Sun. 12-10 p.m.

Delta makes it easier to get on the winter
nonsbog flight you want from Detroit.
That’s because we have the most nonstop
seats going to Ft.Lauderdale and Tampa/
St.Pete. Plus hundreds more to Miami,
Orlando/Walt Disney World. What's more,
we have the only Wide- Ride L-1011 TriStars
—nonstop to Ft.Lauderdale and Tampa/
St.Pete; straight Shru to Orlando.

: ¥

And every adult on every nonstop gets free champagne.

( ‘BRASS BROILE

R

LUNCH./DINNER,/~852-5211

N

Florida nonstops from Detroit.

Join us for free champagne in Tourist on any of our

No other airline beats Delta's low fares to
Florida. Fly any night and save 20% off

Miami Fly nonstop any morning or night,
or take an afternoon thru-jet. Dagy ’lh\\lﬁst
and Night First Class $111. Night Coach $89.
Ft.Lauderdale The most nonstops, includ-
ing the only Wide-Ride TriStar. Day Tourist
and Night First, Class 8111, Night Cosch $89.
Tampa/St.Pete A morning nonstop; plus a
‘Wide-Ride TriStar nonstop —a Night Coach
for only $79. Day Tourist and Night First
Class $99. S

Orlando/Walt Disney World Morning non-
swti. Also a one-stop Wide-Ride TriStar

with a $79 Night Coach fare. Day Tourist
and Night First Class $99. -

West Palm Beach Five flight-times daily,
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regular Day Tourist on Delta Night Coach
flights. If you'd rather take a day-time
flight, you can save 15% on round:-trips to
Florida with Delta Freedom Fares. There

worth it. Get full details from Delta or your
Travel Agent. - .
.«

* including a morning one-stop thru-jet. Day
Tourist and Ni;ftnlgimt Class 3107, Night
Coach $86.

Fares and service subject to change with-

out of play, make your Delta reservations,
handle your hote! and rental car and all
< the other details. Or you can make instant
reservations thru Deltamatic®Call Delta
or see your Travel Agent. Delta and your
‘Travel Agent accept all major general-

FOR 2 WEEKS

RIOT

are advance purchase and reservation out notice.
uirements, limi N icti : Open Everyday
mvel duration mm;%;?ﬂgﬂ&“é :ﬁ‘ Let your Trayel Agent take the work 4:00 P.M. to 2 AM.
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