Oakland Cdunty is moving toward
giving the county executive broader
authority of  such public works as
water and sewer systems,

Abipartisan coalition of county com-
missioners, Oaklands legislative
body. last week'beat down an effort to
shift authority over 15 public works
pm]eetsKlo Drain Commlssmner

In.a related al.‘llDl’L freshman Com-
missioner Rcbeh A. McConnell (R-
Farmington ) introduced a resolu-
tion asking ‘the Michigan Legislature
to amend. the - public works law to
allow the coumy executive to be deslg
nated as the “board of pubhc works.”

IF THE LANGUAGE sounds legal-
istic, the politics is pretty clear. Coun-
ty Executive Daniel T. Murphy and
his supporters are trying to patch a
tole in-Act 139, under which Oakland
became the-first county in Michigan
to adopt the “unified"” executive or
manager form.

The hole was found when it was ,
learned that the executive gained con-
trol of the department of public works
(DPW). bul that elimination of the
board of public works (BPW) left the
county without power to issue public
works bonds;

‘Murphy’s powers to increase

The county board, dominated in 1976
by Démocrats. spent a large part of
the year trying to’ shift the DPW to
the control of Drain Commissioner
Kuhn, 4 Republican like Murphy but
often at odds with the executive. Mur-
phy vetoed each attempt. and minor-
ity Republicans aiways managed to
scrape up enough votes to prevent a
two-thirds override.

This year, with Republicans holding
a 15-12 board miajority and with sever-
al freshman Democrats who don't
loathe Murphy going along. Murphy’s
forces are seeking to strengthen the
executive’s hand so that he will be-
come more nearly analagous to a
mayor or governor.

STEP ONE at the Feb. 3 meeting
came when the board agreed to shift
15 uncompleted public works projeczs
to the control of the drain commission-
er. but with an jmportant proviso. It
authorized the drain commissioner
“to execute a contract with the coun-
1y executive. . . for the purpose of op-
erating and maintaining
the. . . water supplv and sewage dis-

posal_system.”
In McConnell's .words, thjs would
“keep the DPW under the cﬂunly exec-
tive. whie it belongs.”

“ects to the
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To this, Commissioner Alexander C.
Perinoff (D-Southfield), a vehement
critic of Murphy. retorted, **Hogwash!
Machiavellian! Devious! Act 139 (al-
lowing a county executive) is an abor-
tion, an abomination. We should go
back to the way we were.”

McConnelt said that if Oakland
County shifted its public works proj-
drain commissioner, it
would look foolish going to the legisla-
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ture and asking for the right to give
bonding powers to the county execu-
tive.

The vote on the amendment forcing
the drain commissioner to go to the
executive for DPW work was 15-10.

Supporting it were local Commis-
sioners Paul Kasper (R-Bloomfield
Hitls), McConnell, John J. McDonald.
(R-Farmington), Lillian Moffitt (R-
Bleomfield). Dennis Murphy (R-
Novi}, Robert Page (R-Birmingham)
and John Peterson (R-Rochester).

Opposed were Henry Hoot (R-
Troy). Ralbh Moxley (R-Birming-
ham), Perinoff and La ry Pernick (D-
Southfield).

IT WAS NOT ONLY a victory “for
Murphy but a defeat for Kuhn, whose
own adherents argued hard for giving
the drain commissioner complete au-

ROBERT A. McCONNELL
Steps toward unification

“This amendment is dishorest. It
makes the drain commissioner a fig-
urehead.”

Later in the day, McConnell pro-

thority over the unfinished public
works projects,

Hoot, for example, said the purpose
of shifting ‘the projects was “to ask
the drain commissioner to wrap up

the few remaining projects. The
amendment {McConnell'sy guts the
resolution.”!

Robert Fredericks, Kuhn's deputy.
said *all the projects are 99 per cent
done. There are 15 projects not fin-
ished for various reasons—three are
in lawsuits; others have loose ends

posed a resolution asking the legisla-
ture for a law allowing the county
board to designate the county execu-
tive to act as a board of public works.
The resolution was routinely sent to
committee. This would give Murphy
authority to issue bonds, which the
now defunct BPW had and which cnl\
the drain commissioner stilt

The purpose. McConnell said, was
to take another step toward putting
all administrative functions under the
single chief executive.
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tects you against defects. If anything
goes virong with any component with-
in 60 days, we'll either repair it for
free in three working days or give you

SALE!

ADVENT
Gavaand b1 H

KLH, and Garrard for example. 1t'lt
play your favorite music with truly
satisfying accuracy. The Advent 300
stereo receiver features an advanced
phono preamp section that many
audiophiles feel is worth the price of
the entir® receiver! You'll enjoy

$300

anew unit. exceptional FM performance, tco. .
All of this we put in writing, Efficient KLH 101 loudspeakers H
b right on your sales slip. translate ehe-fine signal provided by
! Sowhy risk buying stereo some.  the Advent receiver into clean, wide-
place else? range sound. And you'll appreciate

the convenience of Garrard's hand-
some 440M automatic turntable,

techh.lﬁ

One reason we're so willing to
guarantee your satisfaction at Tech
Hifi, is because we're so confident
about the music systems we sell.
Take this beautifully matched $399
with components from Advent,

ey <
E—

T -

usswlymnmhnd 3

Rechester -

125 Main Strest 430N, Totegraph 1z_m Ter [

Detralt Lust Datralt Anm Ariar :

U815 Wast SNIlts 20715 Kelly Rosd €05 E. Wiillam t. “

[ M, Clomons Kzt Lawsing z

4528 N:..wvod' 35927 Qratiot Ave. 819 E. Grand River Ave. -

FECH HIFI STORKS are siso in Onlo, Reansyiaria. New Jersay, Npw York. Connscticut, Rhode faiand,
Massachusetts, Vermont, and N.H, -

FF
VERTICAL BLINDS

(?‘KT»» Aluminum.

and
Dncomlor
.L{L‘*“‘ Shades,
& GRABER] B
J7 e Tiverse . SLIMLINE OR-
o Non. Fraverse LEVOLOR BLINDS

23" orrF
GRABER CUSTOM
WOVEN WOODS
O%bff
. OUR ENTIRE SELECTION ~
EMJTWUE o DELMAR @ JQANNA [ WESCO . KIIGCH

SN0 4 1OUR WD NEAWRIN LTS

FIRST TIME EVER!
EXQUISITE HERITAGE
SOFAS, LOVESEATS

AND CHAIRS, NOW ON SALE!

20%off

* Heritage furniture, the epitome of fine craftsmanship,
makes the differance. When you select Heritage,
you'll have the pleasure of knowing you have chosen
fumiture of the finest quality...from innermost con-
struction to its outward appearance of elegance.
Towne & Country Interiors now has 15 styles of sofas; v
loveseats and chairs in its fine collection and each is
reduced a lovely 20% during the storewide sale. .
Choose from.a marveloiis selection of fine decorator
fabrics and colors. This is our first sale of these
distinctive pieces, and you'll love it. :

INTERIOR DESIGN SERV/Cgs

Use our convenient charge plan,
BankAmencard or, Master Charge.

g

Towne & Country fatem

H
i

37041 Goa

MO KIVER

ATMINGTON MICH 480
313.470-3133° -

"ONGHARG W MK CENTRR

¢[‘Jc Slgl-u muo'cunomu:;a

neamom-zssooMlcnlganA 0.—East of T
- Bjoomflekd-—4107 Telegraph Rd.— ?.‘J:F'&
Roehoster-—ﬂ 0S. Rocl e fer Rd.—i

T g




