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or end rings eternal love

made of seven, nine or 11 pieces and fell
apart if the bride removed the rings from
her finger. It was extremely ditficult to put
the ring back together. Thus, when the hus-
band returned from the wars, he was imme-
diately made aware that his bride had re-
moved the ring during his absence.

ISven today, rings change in style. Seven-
ty years ago, when my grandmother mar-
ried, wedding rings were usually plain sil-
ver or gold bands. My grandfather ham-
mered silver coins to make the rings he
and my grandmother ware,

When my mother married 50 years ago,
white gold or platinumrings were the rage.
The engagement ring was usually made of
diamonds set in raised filigree, and the
wedding band frequently held a number of
small diamonds.

Twenty-five to 30 years ago, when [ was

Diamonds are

The tradition of the white diamond as the
symbol of engagement is 500 vears old this
year. The first engagement ring was given
in 1477 when Maximilian of Austria asked
Mary of Burgundy to he his bride.

Maximilian was a little shy about pop-
ping the quesion, so he consulted with an
advisor who told him: “Your Grace must
have a ring set with a diamond." Max-

first married. the solitaire in plain gold
was the most popular engagement ring.
The wedding band that accompanied it was
frequently engraved with flowers, hearts or
the like.

More recently, interlocking rings have
come back into vogue. Today, the latest
thing in rings is a very wide band with dia-
monds. This ring is worn both as an engage-
ment ring and, after the ceremony, as a
wedding ring,

It is custormnary in our cuiture to wear the
wedding ring on the third finger of the left
hand. Some say this is because that finger
is closest to the heart. In parts of Europe,
however, the ring is worn on the third fin-
ger of the right hand.

But no matter what the style. a wedding
band will always be a magic ring to the
one who swears it.

—GUNDELLA

always right

imillian did give Mary a sparkling white di-
amond, and a tradition was started which
has continued through the ages.

Actually, the diamond has been associ-
ated with romance since early Greek
times. In fact, the very word diamond
comes from the Greek “adamas,” meaning
unconquerable. The Greeks believed that
the fire in a white diamond reflected the
constant flame of love.
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BIRMINGHAM

the talented
young designer

PAULA
VARSALONA

will present her
bridal collection for
spring and summer 1977
in our shop

g
Thursday, February 24

Friday, February 25
Saturday, February 26

informal modeling

708 N. Woodward -'.*' : - L
Birmingham '

please call
642-1112




