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ndreww Resmarnre’s
Diamond Gallery
YOUR SOURCE FOR FINE JEWELRY

Would you like an opportunity to learn about diamonds
before you buy? We specialize in fing quality diamonds
and we know slyle. More importantly, we know you
have some questions about diamonds and we would
like to answer them.

We design and manufacture many of our own rings
Jfrom $200

Expert Jaewlery and Watch Repar
Custom Design Work
128 S. Woodward Birmmgham 642 .5895
5t Block S. of t4apla in downiown Birnnngham

® Candids ( ; ® Anniversaries
® Mood Shots \l\ v © Bar Mitzvahs
® Candlelights ® fias Mitzvahs

® Double Exposure \ © Portraits

100 ft. of wedding movies
only $199.00
Sound Movies Available

72

wedding

i Off, candids
candids wedding including
invitations parent albums

& one bride album

$109°3

including
album

with
any pkg.

only

235"
N

Mark Sklar’s
Negative Outlook Photographic

A TRULY CANDID WEDDING ~
WHY HIRE SOMEONE ELSE WHO WILL ONLY HIRE US?
@ Professional services ® Reasonable prices
265355 Evergreen (between 10 & 11 Mile)
in The Travelers Tower

355-02341 -
e

We can also provide instant color passports §.3.99

Ceremony:

Marriage is alive and
well in our churches. Any-
one married 50 years ago
could walk into a church
today and immediately rec-
ognize the wedding ceremo-
ny. This is not to say that
there haven't been
changes.

Innovations of recent
years—such as the bride ar-
riving at the church in a
helicopter or a five-minute
ceremony totally written
,by the bride and groom or
claborate new rituals—are
mostly a phase past.

Most couples want a tra-
ditional wedding ritual.
Many want each part of the
wedding to be meaningful
to them.

The question now asked
by many brides and
grooms when they consider
the traditiona! wedding
vows and practices is what
do they really mean.

Those who are cager to
learn about the traditional
meanings of the wedding
are interested in a number
of specific questions. What
can it mean these days for
the father of the bride “to
give her away?" What do
the ancient phrases “‘vow
and covenant’ or “mystic-
al union’ mean? What is
the reason that the recep-
tion tine is arranged in this
manner? These persons go
beyond the pretty and an-
cient rituals to grasp the
meaning of their words and
actions.

Other couples want the
traditional vows and prac-

tices, but are really not n-
terested in what it all
means. For these people.
the traditional wedding is a
formality to be gotten over
neatly and quickly.

Most couples meet with
the clergyman at least four
times before the wedding to

work out plans for the cere-
mony and to discuss mar-
riage.

Some couples, however,
don't care to spend time
with the minister; they are
usuaily persons who are
marrying a second or third
time. They typically want
the traditional words but
they want it arranged on
their terms. often at a
home wedding.

The clergyman who estah-
lishes a very clear under-
standing with a couple in
the first interview, laying
out his practices, has a
healthy, productive and ap-
preciated role in the wed-
ding.

I always ask the couple
in the first interview wheth-
er they agree to my pro-
cedure and how they wish
to personalize their wed-
ding.

In more and more in-
stances, couples want the
traditional words of nearly
300 years ago, but they
want some personal touch
too. This may be lighting
candles at one point, memo-
rizing the vows, having a
friend read a special poem
or holding each other's
hands in their own way as
they repeat their vows. The
clergyman can he very

Poersonal expression
of religious tradition

hetpful in working their spe-
cial needs into the tradition-
al meanings.

The clergyman can be
helpful in another way.

Some parents think be-
~ause they are paying
some of the bills and are
older they have the right to
say what should be done.
In some weddings the
clergyman could be easily
pushed this way and that
by the couple’s parents who
often say, I saw it done
this way.” If, however, he
reminds the couple that it
is their wedding not their
mothers' and that  within
what is lepal and religious
they have the right to plan
their own ceremony  with
the clergymuan, he will be
protecting the integrity of
the wedding for both the
newlyweds and himself.

Marringe is alive and
well. It is a pleasure for a
clergyman to work with a
couple that is seeking a tra-
ditional service when both
want to understand mar-
riage's deeper meanings
and make it a personal ex-
pression of their traditions.

—REV. DAVID STRONG

The name
game

What's in a
Plenty, say some  liber-
ated  voung hrides. More
and more of them are striv-
ing ta preserve their ideat-
tiles by retaining  their
maiden names alter mar-
riage,

name?

One solution to the name
problem is to use hoth
names. with a hyphenin be.
hween, some have Touml

But other voung women
are simply  continuing to
nse  ther masden names
without their hnshands™ sur-
names tacked 0On.

'

the trend
need ot the
he her own

Reasons lor
vary from (the
voung wife to
person, to the practicghty
ol Keeping an established
name for professional pur-
poses

While some women have
actually zone to courl to re-
tain their maiden names,
legal oxperts say it s not
really necessiry (o do so




